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What the Battalion did in 2021 



1ST FUSILIERS

An Armoured Infantry Battalion in 20 Armoured 
Brigade, based at Tidworth.

As with all of us, COVID has dominated our 2021. 
For the First Fusiliers it limited our ability to train 
together, to play team sports, and like the rest of 
society, to socialise together. The Battalion was 
called upon for many UK Resilience tasks. The 
year started with a recall from leave to support 
potential mass COVID testing in schools and at the 
borders, a task that fortunately didn’t materialise for 
us. Throughout the year we have provided testing 
teams for MOD deployments, our soldiers have 
been trained and deployed as vaccinators, we have 
supported the NHS with Planning Officers, and we 
have even driven fuel tankers to alleviate a shortage 
of fuel deliveries. The soldiers of this Battalion have 
been steadfast and professional throughout, and 
you should be rightly proud of them. This will also 
be the last time I mention COVID in this foreword !

I took command, rather fittingly, on St George’s 
Day. I must say a word of thanks to my 
predecessor, Lt Col Chris Head, for passing on to 
me a hugely impressive Battalion, highly capable 
and full of spirit. This quickly became evident 
as when conditions allowed, we restarted our 
Championship Company, starting with the Rugby 
10s and concluding with the Hart’s Boxing. Well 
done to Z Company, the eventual winners and I 
look forward to next year’s competition.

You will read later of the fantastic sub-unit training 
that occurred from India to Cornwall. Most 
surprising was when the Battalion discovered just 
how nice an Annual Gunnery Camp in Castlemartin 
can be, when it is conducted in glorious summer 
weather. Next year will be Sennelager in September 
to add some variation to what can seem a 
continually repeating training pipeline.  Later in 
the year, the Battalion had the double privilege of 

hosting our Colonel-in-Chief twice. First on unit visit 
to Mooltan Barracks where His Royal Highness 
conducted some shooting with the new SA80 A3 
and a ‘simunition’ paint-round marker system. 
Second was to Ex SALIENT HACKLE in Belgium. 
This is where, at Tyne Cot Cemetery near Ypres, we 
had the solemn privilege of conducting the reburial 
service of nine fallen soldiers of the Great War, 
eight of whom were known to be Northumberland 
Fusiliers and seven of whom had been identified 
thanks to DNA testing by the MOD War Detectives 
– all to feature in an ITV programme later in 2022. 

The Army also released details of the First Fusiliers 
future role in Future Soldier. It was confirmed that 
we will reduce in size by about 100 personnel, and 
transition from Armoured Infantry in Warriors and 
CVR(T) to Heavy Mechanised Infantry in Boxer 
8x8s. We will remain in Tidworth for now, with the 
Battalion rotating through a Cyprus deployment 
two years in every ten. There will be many sad 
to see such stalwarts of the AFV shuffle off to the 
museums, but I have no doubt the Battalion will 
master their new skills admirably. 
 
Unfortunately, the last 18 months have been 
marked with the deaths of six soldiers in the 
Battalion, five through suicide and one through 
a Road Traffic Incident. Each tragic death brings 
us closer as a Battalion, and the support from the 
Fusilier Family to those that remain has certainly 
helped dampen the ripples of grief. I remain 
eternally grateful for all those that have supported 
the Battalion through these times. 

Finally, a look forward. In 2022 the Battalion will 
deploy to Bahrain, Australia, France, Germany, 
and Italy just for starters. The intent is to keep at 
the very top of our game for our Armoured Infantry 
skills, whilst having some fun, and enjoying some 
of the best opportunities the Army has to offer.

Lt Col R Arter

1ST FUSILIERS - FOREWORD
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DIARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 2021

SUMMARY OF EVENT

Gunnery Camp

Battalion Gunnery Camp

Battalion March & Shoot Competition

Support to Ex CAMBRIAN PATROL

Ex ATHENA’s HACKLE
Support Weapons Cadres

Ex AJEYA WARRIOR, OTX with the Indian 
Army’s 11 Gorkha Rifles

HRH The Duke of Kent Visit

Reburial of 8 members of the Northumberland 
Fusiliers killed in WW1

Hart’s Medals Boxing Competition. 

Carol Service

SUB-UNIT

X Company

Trg Wing

Trg Wing

X & Z Companies

W Company

Y Company

Battalion

X & Z Companies 

Battalion

Battalion

LOCATION

Castlemartin

Castlemartin

Tidworth

Sennybridge

UK

India

Tidworth

Belgium

Tidworth

Tidworth

DATE

12-30 April

12-23 Jul 

14-15 Sep 

2-17 Oct 

October 

7-28 Oct 

8 Nov 21

15-18 Nov 

22-16 Nov 

13 Dec
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2021 has been an extremely busy year dominated 
by the significant challenges of working through 
COVID. As always, the Battalion have stepped 
up to the challenges faced and have managed to 
maintain all our outputs and commitments with 
great professionalism. 

The JNCOs have been at the forefront of all the 
good ideas and initiatives to maintain operational 
effectiveness.  These include the delivery of virtual 
training on platforms like Zoom and MS Teams 
whilst dispersed from Barracks. Some of the 
methods of delivery will continue as the Field Army 
adapts to the future of hybrid working.

Several high-profile visits have taken place during 
the year especially the visit of our Colonel in 
Chief.  2021 has also seen the reintroduction of 
the Champion Company Competition. The JNCOs 
have been the driving force behind the delivery 

of these key events, predominantly planning and 
executing them.

At the time of writing, the JNCOs have recently 
reformed the Corporals’ Mess and are in the final 
stages of conducting a Christmas Social Function. 
It is hoped that this inaugural event will be a 
great success and a springboard for future Mess 
activities in 2022. The Committee consisting of 
Corporals Scott, Selvey and Schofield, with the 
support of WO2 (CSM) Brooks, have worked hard 
to reignite the Corporals’ Mess to further develop 
our fine JNCOs. My experience suggests, that 
providing a place for our JNCOs to gather and 
socialise will only help their progression as they 
move through the ranks. Long may it continue……

The Battalion continues to support the Queen’s 
Division in the running of the Potential NCO, SOC 
and Pre-Brecon courses. We are never short of 

1ST FUSILIERS

1 FUSILIERS  JNCO DEVELOPMENT 

Cpl Heaford and his Section whilst instructing during the Potential JNCO Cadre

WO1 (RSM) DS Barton
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1 FUSILIERS  JNCO DEVELOPMENT qualified JNCO volunteers to assist in the delivery 
of these courses and have both supported and 
provided students at the Infantry Battle School. 
The students who have attended both the Platoon 
Sergeants Battle Course and Section Commanders 
Battle Course have produced some impressive 
results and the Battalion will benefit from that 
quality for years to come. 

Moving into the Summer and the relaxing of some 
COVID measures, the Commanding Officer and I 
took the opportunity to get out and about to visit 
all Fusiliers posted at ‘E’. The visit programme 
culminated with the attendance of Pass Out 
Parades at both the Army Foundation College, 
Harrogate, and the Infantry Training Centre, 
Catterick. It was great seeing the wealth of our 
JNCO talent developing themselves and others. 
We will continue to identify the very best to fill these 
important roles. Cpl Barrington delivering a Weapons presentation to 

The Colonel in Chief

Cpl Wrigley 
delivering orders to 
the Z Coy March and 
Shoot Team
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W (FIRE SUPPORT)   COMPANY
Maj EC Farren, Officer Commanding

Having demonstrated itself as a credible ISTAR 
Group on Op CABRIT 6 in 2020, W Company 
spent 2021 focused on the more traditional tasks 
of COVID testing, UK Standby Battalion and the 
never-ending readiness requirements of MATT, 
gunnery, and vehicle maintenance. COVID has 
remained a blot on the calendar, curtailing many 
well-planned and worthy events, whilst generating 
short notice and enduring tasks of its own. 

Not one to miss an opportunity, the Company 
capitalised on deserted training areas with low 
level training. Reconnaissance and Sniper Platoons 
conducted various arduous navigation exercises, 
building up to a 40km event run over day, into night 
and back into day. The Recce Platoon honed their 
skills in the urban environment, and working closely 
with the Sandhurst Group, were able to practise 
and deliver Urban Close Target Reconnaissance 
with a live, thinking enemy. The Company also 
came together in our light-role capacity as machine 
gun sections and recce raiding teams on several 
combat-team level exercises where we would 

practise the rapid FIND, FIX, and subsequent 
STRIKE onto an enemy objective.

A highlight of the year were the Support Company 
cadres, a rare opportunity to deploy away from 
hustle and bustle of Tidworth Garrison to grow the 
next generation of Support Company soldiers. You 
will be able to read about these in more detail in 
the subsequent articles, especially the horrendous 
weather conditions ! Unlike previous years this 
cadre was preceded by an assessment process. 
All the Fusiliers sent from the rifle companies were 
assessed through a series of military tasks to 
identify natural talents that could be aligned to one 
of our four platoons. This was the first step in an 
ongoing process to better match the abilities of the 
Fusiliers to the demands of W Company  to ensure 
both they, and their chain of command, are getting 
the best out of one another.

We also welcomed back Captain Guillaume Girard, 
the Battalion Intelligence Officer, from a stint as Y 
Company  2IC. Joining him is CSgt Bergh, our new 
Assistant Intelligence Officer. Together they form a 
small operations team within the Company to better 
manage the training and operational commitments 
that we are called upon to fulfil. Next year, we hope 
to grow the Intelligence Cell by at least two and 
put it through a BCS package ahead of BGHQ 
Command Post training.

2021 also ended the tenure of Maj James Ranger 
who left the Battalion during Summer Leave to work 
in HQ 6th Division. The Company leadership churn 
has been significant; in addition to the OC, both 
CQMSs, two of the Platoon Commanders and two 
of the Platoon 2ICs have changed in the space of a 
few weeks. This turnover brings the Company our 
first ever Late Entry Platoon Commander, Capt Gaz 
Bowen; proving that the Direct vs Late Entry divide 
really is more imagined than real.

ISTAR Intelligence Surveillance Target Acquisition   
 Reconnaissance 
2IC Second in Command
RSDC  Regimental Signals Detachment Commander
MATT Military Annual Training Tests
PPE Personal Protective Equipment
BCS  Battlecraft Syllabus
BGHQ  Battlegroup Headquarters
SASC Small Arms School Corps
UKSF  United Kingdom Special Forces
HPS Highest Possible Score
SCBC  Section Commanders’ Battle Course
DOP  Drop Off Point
OP  Observation Post
CSM  Company Sergeant Major
DE / LE  Direct Entrant/Late Entrant
TLC  Tidworth Lecture Theatre
MFC  Mortar Fire Controller

GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED 
IN THIS ARTICLE
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This year was not without tragedy. The sad passing 
of one of our own, LCpl Ben Tudhope, has left 
a hole in the spirit of his Platoon, the Company, 
and the wider Battalion family. The funeral 
demonstrated the strength and depth of feeling 
towards this young man both within the Regiment 
and Ben’s local community. I could not have been 
prouder of the Company as they performed the 
solemn ceremony at the graveside – giving Ben the 
send-off he deserved. He will be sorely missed, and 
warmly remembered. (See the Obituary Section 
later in this Journal).

INFANTRY WAKEBOARDING
Fus Griffiths

This year members of 1 FUSILIERS attended the 
Infantry Wakeboarding Championships held 18 – 
21 May. The Fusiliers were joined by members of 
the Guards and Parachute Regiment for a bit of 
healthy competition.

The Fusiliers’ team was led by Anti-Tank Platoon 
Commander Captain Rolfe who arranged 
extra activities throughout the week including 
camping and social drinks. In an effort not to get 
a “wipeout”, the team worked hard to win, with 
Captain Rolfe suffering injuries resulting in stitches. 
Although injured, his morale was still high as was 
the rest of the team’s. Unfortunately, the team 

The 1 FUSILIERS Wakeboarding Team arrayed and 
ready to compete

Proudly flying the Fusilier flag on the water

An impressive 360 degree spin 
from one of the jump ramps
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didn’t get first place at the end of the week, as the 
Parachute Regiment won most of the competitions.

Overall, the week was a massive success for the 
Regiment, boosting morale, giving the lads new 
skills, and making new friends in other regiments. 
We look forward to the opportunity coming up 
again, to bring first place back to the Regiment.

COVID TESTING TEAMS
Cpl Selvey, Regimental Signals Detachment 
Commander

During March at the height of the COVID pandemic, 
1 FUSILIERS were called upon to serve the needs 
of the wider Army. The task fell to W (Fire Support) 
Company to generate a team able to conduct mass 
COVID testing of personnel deploying overseas 
at very short notice, whilst remaining uninfected 
and safe themselves throughout. The team would 
remain at 24 hours’ Notice to Move, ready to 
quickly mass test anyone in the South West region 
that would need to deploy.

Over the course of the next 6 months, the team 
tested over 800 military personnel and delivered 
the results personally to the labs for testing.

The process had to be designed and practised to 
fit the needs of COVID testing, ensuring throughout 
that everything would remain COVID safe. 
Information was provided by the NHS and training 
was provided by Sgt Tilley on how to apply the test. 
However, prior to being allowed to administer the 
test to the wider Army, the team enjoyed a morning 
having a PCR test stick jammed down their throat 
and up their nose by each other to ensure they 
were qualified and confident in how to do it.

The team’s first major event occurred less than 
a week after the handover from QRH. I took our 
team of 20 soldiers and NCOs to the Tidworth 
Garrison Lecture Theatre on a cold and frosty 
March morning to set up the first real-time testing 
environment for 200 RTR soldiers about to deploy 
on Ex TALLIN DAWN followed by Op CABRIT 9.

Testing began at 0400.  “Testees” were booked 
in and one by one they were called forward into 
testing rooms, each containing a Fusilier and a 
JNCO to carry out the COVID test. Once done, the 
test was packaged up and the testee sent to isolate 
at home until the results of the test 24 hours later. 

This process proved to be rather arduous for the 
testing team. The requisite attention to detail on the 
forms, the care administering the test, the rather 

The author ready to welcome the first victim, 
sorry, patient

The multi cap badge testing team in front of the 
Tidworth Garrison Theatre

1 FUSILIERS snipers practise judging distance and shot calculations. 
The ultimate aim, as ever, is that elusive first round hit
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complicated packaging 
process and the adherence to strict 
PPE and patient handling procedures for 
hours on end proved to be mentally exhausting. 

Fortunately, the design of the testing and data 
reconciliation process meant any failures were 
caught and rectified almost immediately meaning 
soldiers would not miss their flight.

Despite all our preparation and practice, the first 
testing came down to the wire. With the team 
tired from 8 hours of continuous testing, the last 
packaged samples were swiftly loaded on a van 
with a few minutes to spare. Whisked away to the 
Porton Down labs for analysis, it proved a success 
– all the 200 RTR soldiers were able to deploy 24 
hours later.

Over the next 4 months the team would be 
repeatedly crashed out, often at unsociable hours. 
Each time the team would deploy down to the 
Theatre, build the infrastructure, test everyone and 

collapse again afterwards. After almost a 
dozen sets of tests on over 800 soldiers, 

the team handed over to 5 RIFLES 
in good order, having earned a 

personal thank you from GOC 3 

Division and CO RTR along the way. Handover 
complete, the team was then able to take some 
well-earned summer leave. 

3 DIVISION SNIPER 
COMPETITION
LCpl Ross

The role of a sniper is to locate, observe and 
destroy key enemy personnel and equipment with 
the use of indirect and direct precision fire. Snipers 
operate at reach in isolated groups and use their 
initiative and knowledge to achieve the task they 
have been set. 

They work in small teams, from a platoon to a 
section and then down into pairs. These pairs 
consist of a Number 1 and a Number 2.  Number 1 
is the sniper who inputs the data into the weapon 
system and takes the shot, with either the L115A3 
or the Sharpshooter with the Schmidt and Bender 
scope. The Number 2 is the more experienced 
sniper of the pair and collects all the data needed 
for the Number 1. This data is of various kinds:   
information about the ground;  indexing and 
prioritising targets;  and reading and calculating the 
wind accurately to guarantee a first-round hit onto 
the target. 

Snipers must be excellent at fieldcraft in addition to their marksmanship. Remaining 
hidden is crucial to set up an accurate shoot. If spotted they instantly become a 

high value target for the enemy

THE JOURNAL OF
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In July 2021 the SASC set up and ran a Divisional 
sniper competition. This is usually a yearly 
competition run over four to five days, and its aim 
is to achieve and instil a positive ethos among the 
sniper community in the British Forces, not just 
the Army, and to develop and learn from each 
other. The snipers used the Sharpshooter, the 
SA80 individual weapon, and the Glock 17 for the 
competition, and conducted shoots in an urban 
and rural environment including Close Quarters 
Battle.

This year we entered two teams. The competition 
was constructed differently from past years. At its 
heart is the test of a sniper’s marksmanship under 
pressure at targets from 300 to 800 metres.  It now 
includes all the skills it takes to be a sniper, more 
than just marksmanship. Skills tested included:

Navigation 
Testing the snipers’ map reading skills

Observation 
A mobile observation lane to test the snipers 
scanning and searching

Judging distance 
If the sniper’s laser range finder fails, the 
snipers must use other techniques
 
Stalking 
The main job for a sniper.  From insertion 
point, navigation to the target, camouflage, 
and concealment, calculating the distance to 
the target, firing, and extracting from the area 
unseen

Armoured fighting vehicle recognition  
Naming as many images as possible of 
different types of vehicles to test observation 
of features and distinguishing marks to report 
accurate information upwards.

Overall, the 1 FUSILIERS teams finished 11th and 
12th out of 20 teams. This was a good experience 
for all snipers involved and everyone learned a lot 
from one another, gaining further experience for 
future competitions, exercises, and operations.

RECCE CADRE
CSgt McKeown

This year’s Recce Cadre took us to Otterburn 
Training Area, Northumberland, the ancestral home 
of the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers. This Cadre 
brought with it the usual challenges expected of a 
recce patrolman’s course – arduous terrain, heavy 
kit, and some extreme weather. It also brought 
the end of the most extreme COVID restrictions 
and the adjustment back to proper soldiering and 
challenging training.

Due to what seemed like a never-ending list of 
other commitments such as the Cambrian Patrol, 
overseas exercises, and support to UKSF, we could 
only field two sections of students and a small 
training team. Nevertheless, the Reconnaissance 
Platoon deployed on a wet, windy, and eventful 
cadre. On Day 2, the heavens opened and didn’t 
stop for three days, bursting the banks of the rivers 
and very nearly flooding the platoon base located 
in a farm building.

We had 8 members of the Platoon who were 
required to earn the coveted black cap badge and 
like most courses in the modern Army, we started 
with endless presentations to teach the students 
the theory and doctrinal elements required to work 
in the Reconnaissance Platoon and the ISTAR 
group. This was coupled with some practical 
navigation and challenging Battle exercises run 
by Cpl Lockyear and LCpl Jukes. This week was a 
stark awakening for some of the newer members 

LCpl Oliver-Dee returns fire during an ambush. Getting 
out of contact quickly is vital if recce soldiers are to 

continue to report on what is ahead 
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of the Battalion after nearly 18 months of COVID 
restrictions and the limited opportunity to train 
hard. The first week culminated in a 24 hour stand 
down period where those from the North East went 
home and everyone else enjoyed the local nightlife.

Week 2 concentrated on two of the core recce 
functions of FIND and FIX by teaching and 
practicing sub-surface OPs and close target 
reconnaissance. The training started with non-
tactical walk-throughs and demos then on to 
tactical battle lessons, including a whole day of 
contact lanes showing the students the potential 
consequences of not heeding the lessons taught. 
These tactical actions also allowed the more 
experienced members of the Platoon to step up 
as section commanders, an opportunity not often 
afforded to them. LCpl’s Osborne and Wilstrop 
seized the opportunity to stretch their commander’s 

Recce 
patrolmen 
move down 
an immediate 
action lane 
– but from 
where will 
the danger 
strike ?

OC Recce, Capt Shackleton, delivers Close Target 
Recce orders to the cadre students. Working to 

achieve results with minimal direction and supervision 
is a feature of recce leadership

A pre-cadre physical training event, organised by 
JNCOs, tests the troops fitness up the infamous 

Sidbury Hill
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legs and were both reminded of the challenges 
of commanding a recce section. At the end of 
the week, we were joined by Sgt Huetson and 
members of the Platoon who had been on the 
Cambrian Patrol competition, a definite “out of 
the frying pan and into the fire” situation for them. 
Upon their arrival, we started battle preparation for 
the final exercise. 

Orders were delivered by me.  The new section 
commanders (fresh from the Cambrian Patrol) and 
LCpls Oakes and Sedgwick (newly qualified from 
the Section Commanders Battle Course) deployed 
their sections onto a demanding final exercise. That 
night, almost everything that could go wrong, did 
go wrong. The weather was howling winds and 
driving rain. The troops stepped off from the DOP 
and headed over the hilly and hellish Otterburn 
Training Area...

The rest of the exercise ran as planned without too 
many more noteworthy events and ended with a 
recce report from the sections to Capt Shackleton, 
me, and the CSM (Recce 2IC in a previous life).  
They reported the information they had gathered 
on the enemy and were grilled for 45 minutes on 
their options of attack.  The Recce Platoon then 
executed a raid to put a vital enemy mortar position 
out of action. And that was the end of the tactical 
phase.

All that remained was the inevitable weapon and 
kit cleaning, loading stores and equipment and the 
final written exam, an AFV test. 

LCpl Osbourne in 
a firing position 
during a tactical 
action. Although 
primarily trying to 
avoid a fight there 
are times that 
recce soldiers 
are perfectly 
positioned 
to strike an 
unsuspecting 
enemy

Spot the Observation Post. Being able to hide in 
plain sight is a key requirement of recce operations

Another Observation Post. The time, effort and skill 
taken to construct these, often in adverse weather, 

is a testament to the soldiers who build them
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Overall, the cadre was challenging, educational, 
and rewarding, and not just for the students.  Of the 
8 candidates, two passed. LCpl Oliver-Dee and Fus 
Spain proudly received their black cap badge and 
Recce Patrolman’s sleeve flash, with LCpl Oliver-
Dee bagging top student.  However, the rest of 
the students did exceptionally well and most only 
missed qualifying due to their theory scores.  I’m 
confident that after their 12-month probation period 
in the Platoon they will prevail next year. Credit 
to each of them for putting themselves forward 
for what is probably one of the most challenging 
courses a Fusilier can attend. 

JAVELIN CADRE
Cpl Yorkshire

On 4 October, 34 soldiers from the Anti-Tank 
Platoon, including new transfers, deployed to 
Otterburn for the Javelin Operator Cadre. The 

first week was for each Javelin section to work in 
small teams and complete several stands such as 
navigation exercises, and section attacks by day 
and night.  The Detachment Commanders Cpl 
Yorkshire, Cpl Lane, and Drum Major Burke also 

The never-ending game of 
hide and seek. A hasty Javelin 
Post uses the man-made 
cover in Otterburn to observe 
for enemy movement

Sgt Price and Cpl Lane take a moment to consider 
their Section’s next move
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taught the Platoon how to create a ‘gold standard’ 
battle card to fully understand the ground in detail 
and to offer a vital asset to the CO for forthcoming 
operations. Within the first week, several lessons 
showed the candidates how to best deploy the 
Javelin. Theory and practical tasks were put in 
place for the new operators. 

Week 2 under Sgt Lashmore-Searson was back 
to basic soldiering.  The whole Platoon spent 
the week living in a harbour area and due to the 
weather, all soldiers had to be on top of their admin 
while still having a high standard of readiness to 
react to orders. This week also involved completing 
different types of patrols to build a battle picture, 
finally leading to a very successful dawn assault, 
gaining vital intelligence used for the third week of 
anti-armour attacks. 

Week 2 also tested and challenged the LCpls on 
delivering sets of orders and leading their section 
under the guidance of the section commanders.

Week 3 was under Sgt Price and Drum Major 
Burke as Javelin section commanders, teaching 
their section their roles and responsibilities within 
the Platoon. This week also involved putting all the 
untrained personnel through  several tests. These 
ranged from employing the Javelin, to engaging 
known enemy threats, operating within an OP, and 
completing an anti-tank ambush. The third week 
was mentally and physically demanding where 

each person was carrying up to 60kg over a long 
distance.  However, with the correct build-up 
training, everyone passed to a high standard.

The whole anti-tank course could not have gone 
ahead without the dedication from WO2 Townsend, 
Anti-Tank 2IC and WO2 (CSM) Brooks of W 
Company and their admin teams.
 

MORTAR CADRE
WO2 Freeman

Upon picking up the reins as Fusiliers Mortar Pl 2IC 
in October, I already knew the mortar cadre was 
imminent, and the Platoon would be welcoming 
new members. It is no surprise that few outside 
the Platoon realise the complexity of the 81mm 
weapon, let alone what makes a good Mortar Fire 
Controller (MFC). The instructors had their work cut 
out.

The Platoon instructors had just two weeks to get 
the 16 new members ready for an intense live firing 
package that would make us ready for operations. 
These men came from the rifle companies, and 
upon joining the senior company were about to 
undergo an intense zero to hero training package. 

The Platoon was first broken down into two 
mortar sections, led by Sgt Wrigglesworth and 
Sgt Larner, each consisting of three detachments. 

In a rare break from the downpour and overcast 
sky, the Anti-Tank Platoon stop for a group photo

A mortar bomb drops down the barrel of an 81mm 
Mortar on Salisbury Plain

1ST FUSILIERS
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Each detachment was made up of three Fusiliers, 
with senior mortarmen mixed in with fresh faces 
to share their wisdom.  Over the first week of 
training, instructors taught the new members: 
the fundamental theory of indirect fire; trajectory; 
the four types of ammunition and their uses; 
assembling and firing a round;  and what to do 
in case of a misfire. In the first week, mistakes 
were plenty and it took a patient and experienced 

instructor to teach, using a variety of methods to 
suit various learning styles. 

In the second week of training, the pressure 
increased, with less theory and more practice. The 
focus was now on perfecting accuracy using the 
C2 sight and completing the well-known 6 mile, 
60kg carry. This test looms during all initial mortar 
training, with students taught how to manpack 
the weapon on bergens, and a competitive streak 

had begun to emerge between the sections. 
With energising leadership from the 

Platoon’s sergeants during the carry, all 
members of the Platoon made it back 
to camp. The heavy carry is a great 
demonstration to the Platoon of how 
to tactically move the mortar line and 
an even greater chance for me to warn 
“this is what you’ll be doing if you don’t 

stay on top of those vehicles.” 

Finally, the weapon handling tests 
(completed in both light and armoured 

role) are the last hurdle for the new 
members. Firing live rounds tests 

that the training has been fully 
assimilated – it can be a 

very daunting experience 

Being able to quickly assemble and disassemble 
the mortar is a key skill for all mortar operators

“Shot 20 Over !” Quick into 
and out of action, the Mortar 
Platoon offer vital fire support 
to troops in contact
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when you drop your first mortar bomb down the 
barrel. Mortarmen know this as ‘barrel fright,’ 
when you experience the hesitation to fire, the 
anticipation of the noise and shaking ground as 
the bomb explodes from the barrel. However, due 
to the safety staff’s professionalism and the one-
on-one guidance, all new transfers fired their first 
introductory rounds on a damp, windy Salisbury 
Plain morning. 

In terms of ammunition expended on the cadre, 
990 High Explosive, 98 Smoke, and 98 Illumination 
rounds were fired in total, with the cadre students 
gaining valuable experience. The included 
simulating company deliberate attacks, direct 
firing, quick attacks, no-light illumination firing 
and screening. Shoots also included silhouetting 
targets with the use of smoke and firing for effect, 
the mortar version of rapid fire.

Having completed a cadre and dropped a bomb, 
our new members were inducted into the Platoon 
and given the mortars trade badge to wear on 
their uniform as a sign of their specialism. What 
makes mortars training unique, is that, unlike most 

military weapon tests, you can only pass the annual 
tests as a detachment and not as individuals. This 
means members must work together and use each 
other’s strengths to succeed, and by the end of live 
firing this bond within teams is cemented. 

A final tough decision was then made on who 
had shone brightest from our newest members. 
With 100% on the final written test, and passing all 
weapon handling tests first time, Fusilier O’Neil was 
unanimously selected and awarded ‘top student’. 
Well done Fusilier O’Neil ! 

During the period of 15 – 26 Nov the Mortar 
Platoon deployed to a windy Otterburn on Ex 
SWALE RAPTOR in support of 5 Regiment, Royal 
Artillery on a combined fires exercise. Mortars 
fired coordination shoots with the 105mm light 
guns on fire plans called in by 4/73 Sphinx Battery 
alongside the MFCs.

The second week was a mix of tactical lessons 
delivered by the platoon corporals out on the area, 
consisting of mortar line tactical deployment and 
occupation, contact drills and a variety of interest 

The First Fusiliers contingent of the Queen’s Division Drums concentration
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lessons from the Royal Artillery delivered on the 
gun line during live firing.

The Platoon says farewell to Capt William Cowper, 
who has left the Army and WO2 Alan Ward, who is 
now a firm friend in the Field Training Unit. Our new 
Platoon Commander, Capt Issac, will be qualified 
and in post by the time this Journal goes to print. It 
is a pleasure to have overseen the training of a new 
generation of mortarmen and I wish them the best 
of luck in their new trade. 

DRUMS CONCENTRATION 
LCpl Fay

During the summer of 2021, 1 FUSILIERS Corps 
of Drums had the pleasure of running an in-house 
Drums course, partnering with members of the 
Corps of Drums from 1st Battalion the Princess 
of Wales’s Royal Regiment based in Dekhelia, 
Cyprus.

1 FUSILIERS provided experienced instructors for 
the course consisting of DMaj Evans (DMaj and 

Bb flute instructor), Cpl Reilly (Bb flute instructor), 
LCpl Fay (course admin, discipline, and bass drum 
instructor), and Dmr Evans (side drum instructor).  
They were assisted by DMaj Campbell (course co- 
DMaj), Cpl Kelly (Bb flute / side drum instructor), 
and Dmr Jaques (side drum instructor). 
Together the instructors trained five members from 
1PWRR and two members from 1 FUSILIERS to 
pass class 3 and class 2 tests to become highly 
valued drummers within their Battalions. The 
course turned out to be a major success with both 
regiments working together brilliantly and making 
strong bonds within the Queens Division. 

The Fusiliers thoroughly enjoyed their time in 
Cyprus making the most of the opportunities to 
explore a new country in their spare time, visiting 
well-known attractions, enjoying world-famous 
nightlife, and soaking in the amazing sun.

Both Corps of Drums looked forward to performing 
for events such as Remembrance and boxing 
nights when the new drummers will have a chance 
to show their newfound talents.

Combined drummers of the Queen’s Division pose for a photo in the warm Cypriot sun
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X  COMPANY
Maj MS King, Officer Commanding

After the highs and lows of the last year, I am 
pleased the team can write about the myriad 
of activity we have been able to conduct as a 
Company. On reflection, the past 12 months 
seem to have shot by, as these things always do.  
However, I can assure you it did not feel that way at 
the time ! In any event, the Company has made the 
most of the year, as you can see from the articles 
below.

To provide a brief overview, the year began with 
a period on readiness for UKSB, including much 
time spent at the end of a phone over Christmas 
leave, and while we were one of the lucky few units 
not to deploy on task, we are even more grateful 
for the families who put up with the disruption to 
their home life. At the start of the New Year, we had 
to quickly get used to the challenges of remote 
working, trying to maintain leadership and training 
from distance. Although our resident Joe Wick 
in SSgt Bremner was more than happy to deliver 
gruelling PT sessions via Skype !  

However, after what seemed like an eternity 
working remotely, an excellent and much needed 
outing to Wales for Ex HELLES HACKLE provided 
the first centralised training period of the year. A 
return to somewhat normal routine, all personnel 
relished the chance to get back to some proper 
infanteering, which is why there were some 
impressive performances on the bayonet and 
combative lane.   

As the year progressed, we started to enjoy 
more and more of Battalion life; sports and social 
activities, the Champion Company competition, 

UKSB United Kingdom Standby Battalion
PT Physical Training
MCC Mounted Close Combat
DCC  Dismounted Close Combat
HMNVS Helmet Mounted Night Viewing Scope
LFX Live Fire Exercise
UGL  Underslung Grenade Launcher
NAVEX   Navigational Exercise
MRTS  Marker Round Training System
IR and II  Infrared and Image Intensifying
TEWT  Tactical Exercise Without Troops
LFTT  Live Fire Tactical Training
PCBC  Platoon Commanders’ Battle Course
AIPCC Armoured Infantry Platoon Commanders’ Course
CAMUS Corps of Army Music

GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED 
IN THIS ARTICLE

SSgt Bremner delivers a lung-buster of a PT 
session via Skype. #JoeWicks

Fus Toussaint demonstrates some controlled 
aggression on the bayonet lane
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and a return to low level training delivered by the 
platoons.  

However, it has not been without its challenges, 
and to prepare people to be able to perform under 
pressure, the Company led a period of Mental 
Resilience Training. This showed all ranks how 
to physically overcome mental and cognitive 
challenges, thereby improving performance 
in difficult situations. One way to test this was 
naturally another hideous and seemingly unending 
Battle PT session from SSgt Bremner and his team.  
To help face difficult situations, personnel were also 
subjected to an impromptu tropical animal handling 
session to get the heart rate and fear going. While 
the Fijians were seemingly at home with such 
creatures, many of the other Fusiliers were much 
less so.

The last part of the year saw a tour around much of 
the UK for members of the Company. Supporting 
the Cambrian Patrol in Wales, X Company had the 
task of running the Assembly Area, conducting a 
seemingly endless series of kit checks and safety 
briefs. At the same time, the build-up to the Hart’s 
Medals provided a much-needed boost of tribalism, 
with members of the Company travelling to gyms 
around the UK to practice their skills ahead of the 
competition. 

Finally, the Company also had the privilege to be 
part of Ex SALIENT HACKLE in Ypres to lay to 
rest nine previously unidentified members of the 
Northumberland Fusiliers in the Tyne Cot cemetery. 
This was a tremendous honour, that will not be 
easily forgotten by all who attended and showed 
what it means to be part of the Fusilier Family.

In summary, after a slow start, the year quickly 
gathered pace and has delivered an array of 
challenging, novel and rewarding activities. As 
with last year, the future may not be as certain as 
we would like but based on the manner we have 
dealt with the turbulence of 2021, I am certain the 
Company will thrive again in 2022.

A Fusilier takes delight in the panic of his mate...

No issues from Team Fiji

The Indian Army team building 
an expert model for orders
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EX HELLES HACKLE – 
CASTLEMARTIN RANGES APR 21
Lt T McClement – 4 Pl Comd

In April, X Company returned to a traditional 
stomping ground of the Armoured Infantry: 
Castlemartin Ranges in Pembrokeshire. For three 
weeks, the Company was given the opportunity to 
refine and perfect their craft in both MCC and DCC 
skills, which was much needed after a large spell of 
remote working.

As an Armoured Infantry battalion, the Company’s 
main effort was to ensure that all Warrior crews 
succeeded in passing through LFX 1-5; a series 
of increasingly challenging shoots, culminating 
in the Annual Crew Test. Once completed, this 
test demonstrates that each crew is current and 
competent on the Warrior Infantry Fighting Vehicle. 

Since the last significant deployment with armour 
on Op CABRIT 6, the Company had received 
many new Fusiliers and had trained several newly 
qualified crews. For many, this was their first real 
exposure to Armoured Infantry outside of a course, 
and so provided a real opportunity to hone newly 
learnt skills. In particular, the newer Fusiliers 
found that firing at night to be a challenging but 
rewarding experience for both the Warrior gunner 
and commander. Thankfully, and to X Company’s 
surprise, Castlemartin’s famously bitter weather 
was absent, and at no point was training stopped 
or morale dampened by the weather !

Fus Balewai delivers a Fijian tackle on the 
Inter-Company Rugby tournament

X Company linking in with the Indian Team on 
CAMBRIAN PATROL, while Y Company 

exercise in India

Fus Jama delivers an excellent showing at the 2 
SCOTS boxing, narrowly missing out on winning a 

thrilling bout

An X Company Warrior crew scanning their 
arcs of fire
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In traditional Fusilier fashion, all crews were 
once again fully qualified ahead of schedule, 

and able to maximise their time perfecting their 
light-role infantry skills. Having three weeks on 
the dismounted ranges allowed less experienced 
Fusiliers to familiarise themselves with every 
weapon system used in a Rifle Company. 
Specifically, many new Fusiliers had never fired 
a Sharpshooter rifle, pistol, or GPMG before, so 
the ranges provided them with an opportunity to 
expand their understanding of the section weapons 
mix. 

Finally, the light-role ranges culminated in several 
accuracy competitions. There was an excellent 
showing with the Sharpshooter on a falling-plate 
competition, with WO2 Shambayati showing an 
expert level of ability. However, the Underslung 
Grenade Launcher assessment clearly emerged as 

A crew preparing for night-time live fire and 
manoeuvre

Night firing, through a 
helmet mounted night vision sight
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a firm favourite among the Fusiliers (and even more 
so by the JNCOs !). 

In addition to a focus on accuracy by day, the 
Fusiliers of X Company also practised their 
capacity to operate their weapon systems at night. 
Using their helmet mounted night vision sights, the 
Fusiliers were put through their paces in several 
shoots at varying distances, greatly improving their 
ability to operate in darkness with confidence.

Deploying to Wales with the relative relaxation 
of COVID restrictions, meant the Company 
could make the most of their downtime and the 
unusually pleasant weather at Castlemartin. 
The Company was able to explore some of the 
beautiful Pembrokeshire countryside, as well as 
its famous beaches, with the Company 2IC, Capt 
Tom Charlton, conducting a somewhat necessary 
pilgrimage to “Dobbie’s beach” (those who have 
read Harry Potter will know...). 

On Gallipoli Day, the Company showed their 
respect for the Lancashire Landings by conducting 
a sermon overlooking a beach not too dissimilar 
from that which our forebears would have 
experienced a century earlier. Afterwards an 
arduous beach PT session was led by Cpl Petrecz 
and LCpl Chambers to remember the ‘Six VCs 
before Breakfast’. Like the bitter chill of the Welsh 
sea, the professionalism and bravery shown by 
earlier Fusiliers is not something easily forgotten; 
a fact which continues to help drive X Company’s 
training, wherever it may be. 

Overall, Ex HELLES HACKLE was an excellent way 
to break the monotony of COVID remote working 
and other restrictions, and a reminder to all about 
why we joined the Regiment. It provided a much-
needed boost to morale and has rejuvenated our 
Armoured Infantry capability for new and old crews 
alike. 

THE FIRE TEAM COMMANDERS’ 
CADRE:  SEP – OCT 21
Lt J Sargant – 5 Platoon Commander 

This autumn I had the privilege to be employed 
as a member of the Directing Staff for FTCC. The 
course saw 40 Fusiliers and Privates from across 
the Queen’s Division attempt to prove they have 
what it takes to become JNCOs in their respective 
regiments, by completing their first career course. 

In the less than welcoming conditions offered by 
Sennybridge Training Area, their skills were tested 
for six weeks across a broad spectrum of activities, 
both mentally and physically. The result was a 
cohort of well-motivated, robust, potential junior 
leaders, capable of leading troops in the most 
testing of environments. 

The course began with an intensive navigation 
phase. After theory work delivered by the Directing 
Staff, the students were released into the mist-
ridden hills and wood blocks of Brecon, navigating 
their way from checkpoint to checkpoint, first as a 
pair, and then as individuals. Although the learning 
curve was steep, by the end of this phase the 
students were comfortably navigating through the 
Brecon terrain in the claggy darkness, utilising 
only their HMNVS to find their way. With this skill 
mastered, they were now ready to navigate in a 
tactical environment. 

Having braved the Welsh weather, the students 
returned to the classroom were introduced to 
the Army Leadership Development Program. 
Here, they discussed the fundamentals of military 
leadership, and what is expected of JNCOs within 
the Queen’s Division. This phase culminated in 
each student delivering a presentation to the 
course on a leader of their choice, both famous 
and infamous. Interestingly, it was clear from the 

Gallipoli Day service on Pembroke Beach
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resulting debates that some of the initially quieter 
students were beginning to find their feet, and to 
make their voices and opinions known. 

The tactical phase then began, with the course 
thrust back out into the schizophrenic Welsh 
weather into a harbour location and living in their 
shell-scrapes. From here, the students cycled 
through command appointments, acting as both 
Section 2ICs and Section Commanders during an 

array of tactical actions at both section and platoon 
level. Ambushes were sprung, objectives were 
reconnoitred, and enemy positions were destroyed, 
all with students preparing and delivering formal 
orders to their sections. 

 

Woven within the exercise phase, the students also 
completed rites of passage for those wishing to 
earn the right to lead infantrymen:  the two, three 
and five-mile fitness assessments. Following what 
was for many an emotional, sweat inducing hilly 
rollercoaster, all were able to look back from the 
finish line with a good degree of satisfaction with a 
brew in hand. 

With the students successfully tested in the 
foundation skills of infanteering, the course ended. 
With the benefit of hindsight, what struck me as 
an instructor was how well the various units of the 
Queen’s Division – both students and Directing 

Back to the classroom

Orders before the attack

Train hard - Fight Easy

The rush to select 
the best route
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Staff – had worked together for a common 
purpose. Whether they be from the wider Division, 
or members of 1 FUSILIERS, all shared a desire 
to work hard for one another, regardless of their 
differing identities. 

Ultimately, 25 students reached the standard 
required to lead soldiers of the Queen’s Division 
on operations, whilst the remainder, although 
unsuccessful on this occasion, returned to their 
respective battalions as better soldiers for having 
attended. For me, as an instructor, it was an 
excellent opportunity to develop future leaders 
in our Battalion, and something I would highly 
recommend all commanders to do during their 
time.

REFLECTIONS FROM TRAINING: 
PLATOON COMMANDERS’ 
BATTLE COURSE
Lt JT Tointon – 6 Platoon Commander

After a generous six day leave following our 
Commissioning Parade at RMAS, around fifty 
young officers were thrust into the heart of Brecon 
to start the Platoon Commanders’ Battle Course at 
the Infantry Battle School.

We were eased in ‘gently’, beginning with a week 
of battle PT, lessons on new weapon systems, 
and an incredibly foggy night NAVEX. We also 
received a fire-power demonstration, showing us 
what rounds sound like at close proximity and the 
damage they can inflict. 

 

The second week saw our first deployment out into 
the field. It was a chance to shake out the cobwebs 
from Sandhurst and refine our low-level skills 
and drills throughout a series of section attacks, 
finishing the week with the two-miler.  We then 
headed over to Cilieni Village for a week of urban 
training. It was a great opportunity to practise 
clearing through buildings, and to shoot each 
other with simmunition. By the end of the week, 
we were clearing platoon level objectives at night 
using only night vision capabilities. Yet again, the 
week culminated in an arduous physical event, this 
time a three-miler over X-Range Hill straight into an 
urban attack.

Week 4 brought with it a huge change of pace 
as we began to shift into platoon actions. After a 
full-on week of hasty attacks, deliberate attacks, 
and advance to contact, unsurprisingly we finished 
off with another gruelling PT session:  a five-miler 
into a final platoon attack. The focus shifted to 
defensive operations for Week 5. After conducting 
several defensive TEWTs we occupied trenches 
and fought off waves of enemy forces before 
extracting and ended the week with bayonet 
fighting. 

The exercise that sticks in the mind of all students 
is Ex DRAGONS CLAW. After our collective TEWT, 
we began a 12km insertion march into a company 
attack. This was followed by five days of platoon 
attacks and a 5km stretcher race. 

After a brief rest period, we were back in for 
another two days of platoon attacks, this time 
carrying our bergens between each attack. We 

Wall Destroyed By GPMG The Stretcher Race
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then transitioned into an incredibly exhausting 
defensive stage – plenty of trench digging, setting 
up trip flares and reeling out razor wire. After what 
felt like a year, we finally extracted and conducted 
the final attack. 

The Live Firing Tactical Training (LFTT) stage was 
a welcome break from crawling up cold Welsh 
streams. The purpose of the four-week course is to 
gain our Range Qualification, which enables us to 
plan and conduct LFTT with our soldiers. 

Due to new COVID restrictions, we were unable 
to conduct our final exercise as planned, so after 
a period of Christmas leave, we were summoned 
back for Ex GRIM WARRIOR. The first week was 
spent conducting urban operations in Caerwent, 
followed by a brief period in Corsham Mines, by 
which point almost everyone was half asleep. We 
then travelled back up to Sennybridge and saw out 
the remaining five days conducting platoon attacks 
in the snow. 

Home Sweet Home Brecon in the snow

The live firing map 
safety trace
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ARMOURED INFANTRY 
PLATOON COMMANDERS’ 
COURSE

Having mastered all things dismounted, the 
challenge was now to do the same with the Warrior 
on AIPCC. The first phase of the course is a three-
week signals package, which involved learning 
how to use all the radios and communication 
kit installed in the Warrior. Alongside this we did 
several voice procedure exercises, heading onto 
the training area with a VHF radio to conduct a 
series of tasks.

The next phase of the course was 
Driving and Maintenance, which 
gave us a good insight into the 
inner workings of the Warrior, and 
an incredibly enjoyable experience 
when we were able to get into the 
driver’s seat and explore all over 
the training area in the ‘big green 
go-karts’. 

After a short break in Castlemartin Ranges back 
with X Company, I returned to Lulworth for the 
gunnery phase of the course. We were taught 
how to operate the 30mm Rarden Cannon, and 
the 7.62mm coax machine-gun. The first three 
weeks were spent in various classrooms and turret 
simulators before heading onto the ranges for the 
final week.

Following the completion of our gunnery course, 
we headed up to Warminster for the fourth and 
final phase of our armoured training: tactics. We 
began with much theory training and a wide variety 
of NAVEXs, both day and night, on foot and in 
Land Rovers. The course culminated in a two-week 
Armoured Exercise on Salisbury Plain.

Overall, while the traditional Brecon and Lulworth 
experience was impacted by COVID, the more 
senior readers of this article will be pleased that the 
core thread of what it takes to lead infantrymen is 
still being instilled on courses (and especially its 

arduous nature !). More 
importantly, I think both 
courses have firmly set 
me up for success as a 
platoon commander, 
and I relish the 
challenges to come. 

Lulworth Night Firing

Driving the Warriors to Weymouth for breakfast. Lt 
Jacob Shotton, (L), and Lt Jamie Tointon, (R)
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Looking back over what has been an 
unconventional year for all, makes me realise just 
what consummate professionals Y Company, 
The Gladiators, are. The breakout from COVID 
constraints has been marked by periods of 
readiness and frenzied activity. Throughout, Y 
Company have remained steadfast, agile, and 
upbeat.

Having only reformed from the OSG back into a 
rifle company in Oct 20, the Company began the 
year with a period of readiness for mass COVID 
testing in schools. Leave was disrupted and 
eventually the Company was stood down without 
being activated. As Spring dawned, the Company 
took the opportunity to conduct some live firing 
on Ex PROMETHEUS HACKLE then onto a key 
dismounted exercise Ex PIRAN’s KEEP for some 
dry training and shoreline PT sessions.

The latter saw the Company deploy to Tregantle 
Fort and Dartmoor training area on a demanding 

dismounted exercise. The remainder of the Spring 
saw another period of readiness on UK Standby 
Battalion and the Summer saw the Company take 
advantage of the QM’s family farm to conduct 
some survival training.

Y Company, The Gladiators

QMSI Bremner takes a break from walking on water 
to experience the mortal world

Y  COMPANY, THE GLADIATORS
Major S Gray, Officer Commanding
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Finally, in July the Company were able to get back 
amongst their Warriors for the Gunnery Camp in 
Castlemartin before taking some well-deserved 
rest in the Summer. In September, the Company 
received the late confirmation they would deploy 
to India on an Expeditionary Defence Engagement 
OTX, working with 1/11 Gorka Rifles in a Land 
exercise followed by the Land component of a 
Joint Forces exercise with the Carrier Strike Group 

operating some 2000km south. 

Returning from India has marked a point of 
reorganisation for the Company. We have 
permanently moved from two Platoons 
back to three and focused our efforts on 

individual Armoured Infantry, CIS, and medical 
qualifications. Following the Integrated Review 
announcement, the armoured infantry pedigree of 
the Company will be required for many years to 
come, and Y Company are ready to meet whatever 
challenges that may entail.

Members of Y Company  learn to become masters 
of the night

The lull before the storm

Y Company adapting to living off the land

Y Company get 
the opportunity 
to put into 
practice the 
subterranean 
skills they learnt 
in 2020
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During this year we have also bid farewell to Capt 
Girard, Lt Higgs, Lt Elliot, WO2 O’Donoghue, CSgt 
Rasoki , CSgt Pun and Sgt Charles. We wish them 
well, wherever they may be. I am grateful for all 
their work and effort especially to Mr O’Donoghue 
who is leaving the Army after 24 years.

EX PIRAN’S KEEP & PIRAN’S 
PATROL
Lt D Elliott

In March 2021, Y Company deployed for a 
challenging two-week exercise to Tregantle Fort 
located in southeast Cornwall: Ex PIRAN’S KEEP. 
Originally constructed in the 1860s to provide 
protection to the nearby Plymouth naval base 
against the threat of French attack, the Fort’s rich 
history has seen it used in defence and training 
ever since. 

This fortification, and adjoining training area, 
provided a unique and diverse training facility to 
challenge all ranks within Y Company, different 
from areas more conventionally used by the 
Battalion. Following the formation of the operating 
base within the Fort’s walls, the Company went 
headfirst into maximising the training opportunities 
offered by the unique training estate. 

The Company began training at the lowest level, 
refining all individual’s skills and drills focussing 
mainly on the urban environment. The progression 
continued, with the odd pause in training to allow 
SSgt Bremner the time to make sure we remained 
physically pushed and guarantee we spent 
adequate time on the beaches of Cornwall and 
even more time in the icy waters of the southwest 
coast.

As the training continued, the Company moved 
further across the training area to Scraesdon Fort, 
built to protect the Naval dockyard of Devonport. 
This vast and complex Fort provided the perfect 
training opportunity for both the platoons and 
Company to hone and refine their skills both in 
day and night serials. This hugely demanding 
terrain eventually culminated in a Company attack 
supported by engineers and snipers, working in a 
light-role combined-arms context.

On completion of the first week, efforts 
subsequently turned to the Patrols Competition 
across Dartmoor training area: Ex PIRAN’S 

Is it ready yet?

Cornwall’s finest Battle PT – the casualty is clearly 
quite heavy...

A well-deserved rest
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PATROL.   The prevailing thought is that this 
area is exclusively used by the Royal Marines, 
but Y Company thought they would take on the 
unforgiving hills and plethora of weather systems 
found on the moor. The competition saw all of Y 
Company’s rifle sections patrol across 30km of 
Dartmoor over a 24-hour period.  The sections 
encountered various training challenges which 
varied from reconnaissance stands, to clearing IED 
lanes full of casualties. All sections successfully 
finished the patrol despite the arduous terrain and 
conditions.

Following two weeks of fantastic views and unique 
training opportunities, Y Company returned to 
Tidworth with a sense of accomplishment, and 
a solid foundation in basic soldiering skills upon 
which to base the remainder of the year’s training.

CASTLEMARTIN RANGES
Lt C Higgs

Y Company deployed to Castlemartin Ranges 
in July 2021 to complete our Annual Crew 
Tests (ACTs). This would see all the trained 
and competent crews fire through a series of 
shoots, culminating in the rather challenging 
ACT. Accompanying Y Company were the newly 
qualified Warrior Gunners who would complete 
their Initial Gunnery tests and progress all the way 
to ACT. 

We deployed on Sunday 11 July; this however was 
no ordinary Sunday. England had just qualified 
for their first major football final since 1966. Unlike 
the rest of England, Y Company found themselves 

not in a pub but in the Castlemartin Tribar to watch 
us lose on penalties. Although dejected, Monday 
would be the start of a busy two weeks of firing.

Powered by brews, hearty container breakfasts 
and the glorious weather, we made a strong start 
to the week.  Considering the lack of time on 
the vehicles due to COVID, our progression was 
impressive. Our newly formed crews performed 
well, scoring highly, and receiving stellar support 
from our Regimental Instructors of Gunnery (RIGs).  
We continued to make good progress and found 
ourselves in a strong position going into Week 2, 
even with restrictions on firing only 32 rounds in 
24 hours due to hearing precautions and COVID 
isolations.

We remained over the weekend and started off with 
a hilly 10km, ‘kindly’ organised by OC Z Company, 
Major Bryant. From there, all were given the chance 
to explore and enjoy the local area. Many of us 
chose to relax on local beaches, enjoying the 
Welsh summertime. It was a stark change from the 
freezing, wet winter months we usually enjoy down 
here. 

Week 2 saw us continue our upwards trajectory.  
We continued to pass shoots to a high level and 
put ourselves in a good position for 100% ACT 
completion. By this time, our new gunners and 
those in isolation had re-joined us and were ready 
to begin their final shoots. Although restricted by 
time and pressure, all 12 of our crews passed their 

British and Indian troops formed up for a 
photograph in front of an MI-17 helicopter
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assessments first time, with some achieving almost 
100%. All those involved over the two weeks, 
from running ranges to Warrior maintenance, 
contributed to a wholly successful Range package. 

EX AJEYA WARRIOR 21
2Lt R Swift

Ex AJEYA WARRIOR 21 was the Indo-UK 
Combined Exercise conducted in Chaubatia, 
Uttarakhand, Northern India. It involved the Y 
Company Group  forming the UK contingent, 
working with the Indian contingent from 1/11 
Gorkha Rifles, a light role infantry battalion, with its 
regimental centre in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. Being 
our partner unit throughout our time in India, they 
hosted us for the duration of the deployment.
Ex AJEYA WARRIOR was an opportunity 
for the UK and Indian contingents to share 
knowledge, expertise, tactics, and doctrine, as 
well as experiencing each other’s capabilities 
and equipment. This was achieved through the 
medium of presentations, lectures, and practical 
demonstrations, and culminated in a field training 
exercise involving both company groups, with a 
platoon each detached to the other Company to 
further test interoperability.

Mid-way through the exercise we were privileged 
to be invited to join in the celebration of the festival 
of Dussehra. This was a fantastic opportunity for 
soldiers of both nationalities to socialise, with 

music and dancing, before taking part in a highly 
competitive football match, where CSM Falls 
exercised his talent as a football manager.

Another unique opportunity of the exercise was 
to practice helicopter insertion techniques, with 
both contingents conducting both embarking and 
disembarking drills on an MI-17 helicopter. The 
contingents were therefore able to insert via air if 
required.

Fusiliers in ‘the stack’ whilst demonstrating UK 
house clearance procedures

Getting to grips with helicopter dismounting drills
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Ex AJEYA WARRIOR culminated with a 
confirmatory exercise with mixed Indian and British 
companies carrying out a STRIKE operation onto 
a notional insurgent encampment on a remote 
mountainside. The harsh terrain was a new hurdle 
to overcome, especially at a height of 2000m 
above sea level – and the ground was even less 
stable after three days of monsoon rains during 
the middle of the exercise. An exciting exercise, 
this allowed both contingents the chance to 
demonstrate their capabilities and dismounted 
soldiering skills.

Ex AJEYA WARRIOR concluded with a formal 
closing ceremony, including Y Company’s favourite 
part of the Indian working day, ‘high tea’!

VISIT TO MUMBAI & INS KOCHI
Capt H R J Barry

From 21-24 Oct, and during the swap-over between 
Ex AJEYA WARRIOR and KONKAN SHAKTI, 10 
British personnel had the opportunity to travel from 
Chaubatia to Mumbai, spending a day there touring 
the naval facilities and witnessing first-hand the part 
that Y Company was playing in the wider tri-service 
exercise. Whilst there, elements of the UK Carrier 
Strike Group were visible, including HMS Defender 
in dock.

We received a full tour of the INS Kochi, an 
extremely modern naval ship broadly comparable 
in class to the UK’s Type 45 destroyers, including a 
tour of the ship’s interior.

Whilst struggling with the nearly 20 degree heat 
difference compared to the Himalayan foothills, 
there were also opportunities for travelling around 
the city:  seeing some of the sights; sampling local 
street food and shops; and visiting some notable 
tourist destinations.

On both the outward and return journeys, UK 
personnel broke the trip to stay in a former British 
mess in a military town in Uttar Pradesh: Bareilly. 
A former British garrison, it now hosts the Indian 
Army’s Junior Leaders’ Academy. We were equally 
as impressed by the opulent and well-decorated 
mess as with the excellent hosting and hospitality 
we enjoyed.

Taking the time to get hands on with each other’s 
equipment

The chosen method of transport for the 
2000 mile journey

A trip to the Gateway of India was one of the 
highlights of the trip
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EX KONKAN SHAKTI
2Lt B Silvester 

It felt like déjà vu when Y Company returned 
to the lecture hall for Ex KONKAN SHAKTI’s 
opening ceremony. We got the usual 
teasing glimpse of high tea – enough 
to whet the appetites of even the most 
diligent dieters as the boxing team 
would testify – before settling in for a 
ceremony of lengthy speeches and 
even lengthier Indian drill commands. 

The message though was clear: we had already 
proven that we can operate side by side on Ex 
AJEYA WARRIOR and this was a chance to do so 
once again in a broader context. 

That context was a cross-service international 
exercise involving the Fusiliers, the Gorkha Rifles, 
the Royal Navy’s HMS Carrier Strike Group, and 
the Indian Navy, all under the gaze of the highest 
echelons of Indian and UK Defence forces. Our 
responsibility would be to deliver the land element. 
The focus would be on “sub-conventional” 

(counterinsurgency) operations and so began 
four days of mutual training between the 

two contingents, building up to a final 
exercise in the hills of Uttarakhand. 

8 Platoon were up first to 
demonstrate how the British 

Army conducts a vehicle 
checkpoint. As 2Lt Swift 
and Cpl Williams narrated, 
Sgt Teasdale put on an 
excellent impression of an 
aggressive, dangerous, 

An impressive view of the main 
armament of the INS Kochi

Both contingents receiving a brief on the 
Destroyer’s  capabilities from the crew of the 

INS Kochi
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heavily armed male which Fus Maxwell did well to 
control. The Indians then took their turn and, to our 
relief, demonstrated drills which were identical in 
principle. 8 and 9 Platoons then stepped up and, 
with the help of the attached Royal Engineers, 
conducted demonstrations of Cordon and Route 
Clearance operations. To generate greater 
involvement for the Gorkhas, practical elements 
were included as well. Under the guidance of Cpl 
Nagy’s sappers, for example, the Gorkhas learned 
to identify the ground sign of IEDs and cleared a 
local road of mock devices. 

Concurrently, Y Company managed to secure 
plenty of space for its own development. In 
preparation for the final exercise and seizing an 
opportunity to train in a unique environment, the 

platoons set their initiative to work. 9 Platoon 
used the mud hut jungle village as the setting for 
a platoon attack, 7 Platoon organised a patrol 
competition and 8 Platoon conducted force-
on-force. The Company even saw a quiz and a 
badminton tournament organised during some 
down time by its junior soldiers.

By the time the final exercise came around, few 
would have been surprised if it paled in comparison 
to the preceding activity. Instead, Y Company 
stepped off on a night insertion which traversed 
mountain paths and snaked between cacti and 
guava trees before arriving on an objective which 
turned out to be in the centre of a heavily populated 
Indian village. A slick cordon operation followed by 
two VCPs and route clearance followed in which 
both the Indian and British contingents rose to the 
realism of the exercise and performed well.

Before leaving, the Gorkhas had one last surprise 
for us. Following a closing ceremony and 
exchanging of gifts attended by Brig V Sharma of 
the Indian Army and Brig E N S Millar MBE, Head 
of Army Engagement and Communications, we 
were treated to an extraordinary cultural show. The 
Gurkha kukri dance was followed by a Punjabi 
martial arts demonstration before the lights were 
cut for a fluorescent neon bagpipe performance 
...I never thought I’d put these words together in 
the same sentence.... An eccentric but very well 
received ending to a challenging three weeks for 
the Fusiliers in India.

Setting up a vehicle checkpoint with a view

The two contingents pose for a photograph on the 
mountainous exercise area
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EX COMBAT SPIRIT
Fus Mead & Fus Oliver

What was it and what did we do?

Members of Y Company deployed as part of the 
enemy contingent for the AICC (Armoured Infantry 
Commanders Course). They included 
Lt Higgs, Cpl Black, LCpl 
Aslett-Todd, and a selection 
of Fusiliers. The exercise is 
designed to test new commanders 
on their use of armoured vehicles 
in a multitude of environments against a 
determined enemy.

We operated as mounted and dismounted enemy 
in differing environments and scenarios, using 
Land Rovers to represent enemy armour, and on 
foot as dismounts, providing a mobile and dynamic 
opposing force for the students on the course. We 
also used parachute-illumination and mini-flares to 
simulate anti-armour rockets.

What did we take from the exercise?   
 
The exercising troops found us a competent and 
effective enemy. We believe this was achieved by 
our ability to operate somewhat independently, 
as the Directing Staff wanted it to be a challenge 
for the student commanders. This helped bring 
the more junior Fusiliers together as they hadn’t 
previously worked with each other and had never 
seen how we operated in the field. 

Warriors and 
Challengers 

operating 
together

Watching an armoured attack running-in
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This freedom also meant that we could get more 
to grips with the kit and equipment available to us, 
and perhaps envisage how an enemy force may 
choose to organise themselves to counter British 
tactics and doctrine, by putting ourselves in their 
shoes.

The benefits to us and the Company

We had the chance to see an armoured fighting 
force operate against us and understand how it 
looks and feels from an enemy’s perspective.

The Land Rover drivers, who were all new, got a 
good chance to test the vehicles in different terrains 
and low or no light levels. Due to the amount of 
mounted movement, there was the chance for us to 
practise navigation, an important skill for all.

To conclude, the exercise was a good bonding 
experience and, more importantly, a test of our 
ability to be effective against an overwhelming 
force. 

FM HRH DUKE OF KENT KG VISIT 
Capt H R J Barry

On 8 Nov 21, FM HRH the Duke of Kent KG visited 
Mooltan Barracks, alongside the Lord Lieutenant 
of Wiltshire. Y Company were fortunate enough to 
host our Colonel in Chief for around 40 minutes 
in the late morning and to put on a capability 
demonstration in one of the large vehicle hangars 
located close to MT Platoon’s vehicle park.

The Colonel in Chief talking to the Fusiliers about 
the demonstration, the new equipment, and how 

they found the recent India exercise

The Colonel in Chief showing 
his shooting skills
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This demonstration comprised multiple 
parts. First, the Colonel in Chief received a 
short briefing of Y Company’s time in India, 
enhanced with a video montage prepared by 
the 9 Platoon Commander.  He then moved 
on to weapons stands, with Y Company 
JNCOs offering the chance to get hands-
on experience with both the new SA80 A3 
recently issued to the Battalion, and the Sig 
Sauer assault rifle that Y Company troops 
had the chance to use over in India.

Following these short briefs, the 
Colonel in Chief watched an urban 
attack lane conducted by a rifle 

section of Fusiliers, using paint rounds from the 
Marker Round Training System (simmunition). The 
lane was constructed with new modular, inflatable 
walls for creating adjustable urban environments 
that have been procured by the Battalion. After the 
debrief the Colonel in Chief took the opportunity 
to speak with the Fusiliers who were able to relate 
some stories from their time in India, much to 
everyone’s amusement. 

Following this, both the Colonel in Chief and the 
Lord Lieutenant were given the opportunity to 
sample firing simmunition rounds on a short-range 
shoot at Figure 11 targets. 

Y Company soldiers and officers pose for 
a photo following the demonstration
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ZULU  COMPANY
Maj T Bryant, Officer Commanding

2021 has been a roller-coaster of a year for Zulu 
Company.  The Company has been hard hit by 
the tragic loss of Fus Jake Gregory and Sergeant 
James Byrne.  I have been nothing but impressed 
by the way the Company has responded; the junior 
Fusiliers have tackled it with courage and grit while 
the junior Officers and SNCOs have gone above 
and beyond to help those they serve.

The following articles show that the Company 
has been working hard to squeeze every training 
opportunity by conducting low level Company 
exercises in Longmoor and demonstrating our 
armoured skills in the urban environment and 
on the ranges in Castlemartin.  Most recently 
Z Company have exercised with the QRH and 
demonstrated our combined arms ability which will 
be key as we move into next year.

Z Company further demonstrated its ability to fight 
back after a loss with a great performance in the 
Inter-Company competition.  As I write this article 
on the eve of the Hart’s Medals, the Company sits 
in a strong position. The Company showed its 
competitive spirit by winning the rugby – well done 
to Cpl Adams and Capt Isaac for managing the 
team. Cpl Tuckwell led the pre-training to ensure 
the Company won the running competition; and in 
the football competition even the OC put in a shift 
when we won the final in a hard battle against HQ 
Company !

Narrowly missing out on the March and Shoot, Z 
Company picked up second place – well done to 
Cpl Wrigley and his section.  I am confident that 
Zulu will give a good account of themselves at 
the Hart’s Medals – well done in advance to Sgt 
Morrison and Cpl Griffiths for giving the boxers the 
best chance and furnishing the Battalion with next 
year’s team. 

(On the night, W Company won the Boxing, but Z 
Company won Champion Company - Editor).

Away from training, our families have supported 
us this year and what better way to show our 
appreciation than through a Families’ Day. A huge 
thank you to WO2 Harris, Sergeants Cutmore and 
Whitaker who led in the planning and execution 
of both the Families’ Day and the All Ranks’ 
function back in September. The Day was a great 
occasion and the first opportunity the families 
had to socialise as we emerged from lockdown. 
The evening function proved equally successful 
providing all ranks from across the Battalion a 
much-needed chance to party.

In summary, the Company is in good shape on the 
back of this year’s training.  With good low-level 
drills and skills and having passed Warrior annual 
crew tests, we’re ready to step up and complete 
further armoured live firing. Let’s hope next year 
brings some fun and interesting opportunities !

Z COMPANY TRAINING IN 2021 
Lt C Maloney, 2IC

A challenging year in many respects for the 
soldiers of Z Company. Despite the difficulties 
imposed by the pandemic, the Company has 
managed to produce some extremely rewarding 
training. 

With the scale and focus of Op CABRIT now in the 
rear-view mirror, Z Company focused its training 
on some of the specialist skills required of its more 
junior soldiers and leaders, to refine them and 
expand their capability on the battlefield. 

This began with Ex ZULU MUSTER, a chance for 
the Company to deploy to Longmoor Training Area 
and give the sections and platoons the opportunity 
to work together tactically for the first time since 
reforming. A challenging week of offensive actions 
in the rural environment.
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Ex ZULU SPEAR was in March.  This exercise saw 
the Company take its Warriors into Copehill Down 
Village on Salisbury Plain. For the junior vehicle 
crews, this gave them a chance to learn how to 
manoeuvre around the complex and narrow streets 
of the village under the watchful eye of the more 
experienced instructors. The dismounts learned 
and refreshed themselves on their breaching, 
building clearance and drills around the vehicles. 
This culminated in the two elements coming 
together and practising attacks on the urban 
objectives with plenty of lessons learned by all. 

Next for Z Company was Ex ZULU NIGHT. Here 
the Company took its refreshed urban skills and 
increased the challenge in the spooky darkness of 
Corsham Tunnels. This difficult and unique training 

environment saw Z Company soldiers progress 
from working with their night vision capability, 

Zulu Company launching onto objective from the 
back of the Warrior

Zulu 
Company 
fighting in 
Corsham 
tunnels
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firstly as individuals, then at platoon level. The 
culmination of this week’s training saw the 
introduction of the Marker Round Training System 
(MRTS). The drills that had been so meticulously 
rehearsed up to this point were now put solidly to 
the test as any error was rewarded with the painful 
reminder of a 5.56mm paintball and the bruise that 
would remain ! The troops, as always, went head 
on into the challenge without hesitation and proved 
not only to their instructors, but also to themselves 
that what they were putting in to practice really 
does work. 

As we entered Summer, Z Company deployed to 
Lydd and Hythe for a light role, live firing camp. 
Here we saw the soldiers pass their annual 
marksmanship tests as well as get the chance 
to fire and qualify on their wider platoon weapon 
systems. The GPMG, Sharpshooter, Glock 17, 
and Underslung Grenade Launcher (UGL) were 
all put to good use, and their capability and usage 
understood by those at all levels who had not had 
the chance to train with them before. An impressive 
level of accuracy was noted across the board, even 
on the lesser-used UGL, whose characteristics 
caught some off guard at first. Thankfully, practice 
really did make perfect this week. 

The Company concluded the week by combining 
its newly practised close quarter marksmanship 
with its urban drills from Corsham when we 
reintroduced MRTS in the setting of Dymchurch 
Redoubt. This coastal fort built in 1806 was 

originally designed to protect the country from 
French invasion. Z Company Fusiliers took to 
the challenging and complex environment with 
enthusiasm. Their now-mastered skills allowed 
them to defeat the enemy with relative ease. This 
allowed time for a platoon vs. platoon competition 
in the Skills House located in the centre of the 
village. Some one-on-one with the MRTS saw 10 
Platoon come out victorious but not without a fair 
amount of bruising to show for their efforts ! 

The first week of November took Z Company back 
to Copehill Down Village with A Squadron of the 
Queens Royal Hussars and Grenadier Company 
of the Mercian Regiment. This rare and invaluable 
training opportunity for all parties saw dismounted 
Fusiliers learning to operate with the Challenger 
2 main battle tanks. The Fusiliers were taught not 
only their capabilities but also the vulnerabilities 
and limitations of tanks in the urban environment. 

Lance Corporals Chambers and King, fresh from 
their Urban Operations Instructor Course, then 
taught the QRH soldiers some of the lower-level 
skills required of those in the urban environment to 
ensure that cavalry crews had a full understanding 
of what the infantry would face in the buildings. 
These lessons were then reinforced by MRTS, 
courtesy of the Mercians. 

With orders given, bergens were packed and Z 
Company deployed for the final night to platoon 
harbours. From here they conducted a night of 
reconnaissance patrols back onto the village, to 
set the conditions for next morning’s attack. Once 
set in the forming-up point with the Challengers on 
the outskirts of the village, Z Company launched 
against the very difficult objective laid out before 
it. Mountains of rubble, tree trunks, and cars 
disrupted the movement of the armour on the 
streets while the Fusiliers fought through the 
buildings against a very determined and well dug-
in Mercian force. The full array of lessons they had 
learned through the week came into play as they 
moved through houses, basements, and tunnel 
systems.  They finally reached their last objective 
and cleared a tower block in the centre of the 
village, all with the Challengers supporting the 

Zulu Company using Marker Round Training System 
(aka paintball...) at Dymchurch Redoubt, Kent
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attack in close proximity. A thoroughly challenging 
and enjoyable experience had by all and a 
reinforcement of the lethal capability throughout 
the 20th Armoured Brigade Combat Team.

CASTLEMARTIN RANGES 2021 
WO2 Hooper, Company Gunnery Warrant Officer

For as long as I can remember, deploying to 
Castlemartin Ranges in Wales has always been 
a cold, wet and dark experience. However, 
2021 was very different. With bright skies 
and sunshine on the horizon instead of the 
near freezing conditions we expected, the 
Battalion had hit the jackpot with a proper 
summer gunnery camp.

Training to get to the correct start 
standards for live firing started 
way back in April. Those due 
to deploy were put into 
crews and filtered through 
a week’s refresher 
training package. During 
this week they were drilled 
on all weapon systems 
before taking and passing 
the weapon handling tests. 

The Regimental Gunnery 
Instructors then switched 
focus on to Commanders and 
Gunners in their job specific 

roles. After starting at the basics using the Desktop 
Trainer, they progressed onto the Turret Trainer 
where they were given the opportunity to practise 
their skills. Concurrent with the pre-training, the 
range team conducted their AFV range recces in 
preparation for the main event.

By June the Company had reduced its crew 
turbulence to zero and all pre-training was 
complete. All was going well until a safety notice 
was received regarding noise levels for crews.  
This resulted in a break from firing and a reduction 
of rounds to 32 in any 24 hours, before another 

Zulu Company on the 
assault supported by 
Challengers from the 

Queens Royal Hussars

Zulu Company after showing QRH a thing or two 
about combined arms
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day’s enforced break. This, compounded by a 
reduction of range time from three to two weeks, 
put the Annual Crew Tests in extreme jeopardy. 
The Company, however, did not give up. With a 
combination of hard work and determination (and 
a few extra hours and head scratching !) all Crew 
Tests were completed.

Finally, D Day arrived, and the Company was set 
on Range 2. Captain Isaac was in his range tower 
as the range conducting officer. Cpl Bland and 
Cpl Griffiths were ready to complete the mandated 
systems performance check until a ship decided 
to come into arcs ! This prevented training until it 
moved out of the danger area.

As always, after Day 1 the Company were given 
learning points from the Gunnery Training Advisory 
Team. Those points were applied on the next day 
of firing. The gunnery instructors worked tirelessly 
day in and day out to ensure that all crews got the 
best experience that the ranges had to offer. They 
delivered background activity between shoots, 
ensuring that crews were ready for the live firing 
exercises that lay ahead. 

All the hard work and effort paid off in Week 2 
when the Company had completed all annual crew 
tests two days early. This gave us the opportunity 
to deliver additional training to the crews – a rarity 
when it comes to Live Fire Gunnery Training. 
Considering the constraints placed upon us, the 

range package was very successful. Everyone from 
the most junior to the most senior crew member 
put in maximum effort in the lead-up and during the 
live firing. This means the Company can now move 
on to bigger and better Live Firing Gunnery Test 
packages soon.   

Z COMPANY SOLDIER BY 
DAY – ATHLETES BY NIGHT
WO2 (CSM) Harris

2020 and 2021 have been difficult for everyone, 
for both those serving and their families. Since 
the start of 2020 the Fusiliers have taken part in 
pre-deployment training in Wales, deployed to 
Estonia for a six-month tour of operations, and 
returned to a COVID infected country that was 
very different to the one they left. Government 
guidelines controlled what we could and could 
not do and this made competing in both team and 
individual sports almost impossible. Despite the 
near insurmountable hurdles placed in their way, 
two aspiring athletes from Zulu Company used the 
lack of competition as an opportunity to hone their 
skills in very different disciplines but with the same 
goal, to compete on the world stage.

Fus Reece Spelling, a national level BMX rider, 
and LCpl Victor Ahiavor an international Judoka, 
have both found a passion for sports that has seen 
them compete both at the local level and against 

Zulu Company at Castlemartin Ranges

LCpl Victor Ahiavor (Judo) and Fusilier Reece 
Spelling (BMX)
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some of the best in their sport. From very different 
backgrounds they both share a common goal of 
being the best that they can be at what they do.

LCpl Victor Ahiavor was born in Ghana. He 
grew up in Accra before moving to the UK in 
his teens and joining the Army. His passion 
for combat sports began after being given his 
first taste of boxing when he tried out for the 
Inter-Company boxing team. This decision led 
him being crowned the Battalion Middleweight 
Champion at the Harts Medal Tournament. 

Hungry for more, Victor turned his hand 
to Judo and has never looked back. His 
talents were quickly noticed by Army Judo 
where he was taken on as a full-time elite 
athlete. There he was given the training he 

needed to progress from a strong novice 
to an international prospect. From 2015 to 
2017 he represented the All-Arms Security 
Services at the World Judo Championships. 
If this wasn’t enough Victor also turned his 
hand to coaching and was selected as one 
of the Ghanaian Coaches at the 2016 Rio de 
Janeiro Olympic games. Despite the difficulties 
of the last few years, Victor has maintained 
his training remotely and is focused on 
qualifying and representing his country at the 
Commonwealth games.

Fus Reece Spelling grew up in the town of 
Gosport, near Portsmouth. He first picked up 
a BMX bike at the age of 11 and has never 
looked back. In his early years he learnt 
his trade using hired bikes and equipment 
borrowed from friends. Before long, he was 
spotted by a local coach who saw a raw talent 
ready for development. This mentorship led to 
Reece being crowned the Deep South Series 
champion for three consecutive years. 

Recce took a break in competition in 2020 
whilst he completed basic training at the 
Infantry Training Centre. This break did not last 
long as he was quickly scouted by the Army 
BMX squad where he currently competes in 
the famous Army’s red jersey.  Despite the 
challenges of the last few years. Reece works 
hard during weekly gym and track sessions 
whilst maintaining a busy weekly race schedule 
that sees him travel to all four corners of the 
country. Reece is now in full training mode and 
is working hard towards his next challenge. 

He is well on the way to earning the right to 
compete at the 2022 World Championships in 
Scotland. With the right support and training 
the ultimate goal is to represent Team GB at 
the next Olympic Games.

From all those in Zulu Company, First Fusiliers and 
all the wider Fusilier family we wish you all the best 
in your future endeavours !  

LCpl Victor Ahiavor representing Ghana and 
the Fusiliers

Fusilier Reece Spelling showing his skills on 
his BMX
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HQ  COMPANY
Maj B L Kelly MC, Officer Commanding

As I look back on my first year of command, I am 
truly amazed at the efforts of everybody in HQ 
Company. It has been an extremely challenging 
year for the Company and the Battalion, and 
as normal, HQ Company has been involved in 
everything that the Battalion has done.  They have 
been utterly professional supporting all activity 
ensuring that the Battalion are fit and always ready 
for next challenge.

Christmas in 2020 was very different from normal.  
During the leave period we were stood to for 
Op RESCRIPT (the Army’s support for COVID 
measures) and were conducting pre-deployment 
training via Zoom. Some members for the RAP 
deployed in support of the NHS hospitals in 
London, working on the COVID wards in some 
really challenging situations. 

There has been much churn of key personalities.   
We say our goodbyes to WO2 (CSM) Dave Bruce 
who moves to ITC and Maj (QM) Dickie Halloran 
who moves to CTG. And we welcome WO2 (CSM) 
Scott Davidson, Maj (QM) Ed Rutherford, Capt 
(QMT) Kev Marsh, Capt (MTO) Lee Bilner, Capt 
Mick Alcock the Training Officer and Capt Daz 
Hanrahan the RCMO.  We wish them luck in their 
new appointments. The Battalion 2IC, Maj John 

Gammon left as Lt Col in August 21, and I have 
been covering this post.

THE QUARTERMASTER 
DEPARTMENT 
Cpl Gurung 1LO 

2021 has been another busy year for the QM 
Department.  The normal day to day activity of 
supporting the Battalion has not stopped because 
of COVID and if anything, the team have had to 
work harder to enable all activity the Battalion 

RAP  Regimental Aid Post
CTG  Combined Training Group
ITC  Infantry Training Centre Catterick
RAMC  Royal Army Medical Corp
AGC  Adjutant General’s Corps 
BCS  Battle Craft Syllabus 
RAO  Regimental Administrative Officer 
SPS  Staff and Personnel Support
Bn  Battalion
LAD  Light Aid Detachment 
JCCC  Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre

GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED 
IN THIS ARTICLE

Fus Jallow zeroing his weapon ready to 
represent the HQ Company shooting team 

for Champion Company

LCpl Kilawekana representing 
1 Fusiliers Rugby Club  
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has conducted.  As always however, the QM 
Department have taken things in their stride and 
ensured G4 support has been delivered wherever 
required while still enjoying army life. 

 

CAMBRIAN PATROL 2021 
The aim of The Cambrian Patrol is to provide a 
challenging patrols exercise to enhance operational 
capability.  This year the responsibility to provide 
support to the competition fell to 1 FUSILIERS.  
Deploying in support of the 240+ personnel who 
were running the event, the QM Department set up 
several field kitchens providing fresh food for the 
Directing Staff.  Spread over a large exercise area, 
the kitchens were very warmly received, with the 
standard of food receiving nothing but praise.  Pte 
Moore was singled out and received a Commander 
160 Brigade Coin for his efforts for running one of 
the outstation Field Kitchens.  

EX AJEYA WARRIOR & OP 
FORTIS: 7-28 OCT 21 

On the 6 Oct 21 a small group from the QM 
Department deployed with Y Company on a joint 
Exercise in India for 4 weeks. The team consisted 
of Capt March QM(T) and Cpl Tuila (Ammo NCO).  

The exercises took place in Chaubatia, Uttarakhand 
in the northern part of India.  On our arrival in 
country a 100% ammo check was conducted 
before it was stored and locked away, with local 
Indian Army providing security at the ammo 
compound. 

Daily routine started at 0800hrs, with a walk to the 
ammo compound to meet up with Y Company 
CSM to issue the Company enough ammunition 
to last the duration of the exercise. Due to the 
lack of vehicles, all the ammo had to be carried 
hand which is physically demanding at the best of 
times but especially hard in the heat of the Indian 
sunshine. On the completion of the exercise, 
everything was certified free from explosives and 
ready to be freighted back to the UK.  Luckily, the 
Indians were willing to take all our ammo salvage 
and brass. 
 
Cpl Tuila was awarded a CO’s Coin in recognition 
of his hard work.  

Cpl Harriott handing over the Clothing 
Account to Cpl Gurung as he gets ready to 

be posted to Kenya 
Cpl Tuila with his Indian counterparts
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THE TUILA REHABILITATION GYM 

Cpl Tuila was commemorated at the Infantry 
Training Centre in Catterick as a Rehabilitation Gym 
was named after him for his remarkable recovery 
from injuries sustained in Iraq while serving with 2 
FUSILIERS.  The new facility will allow personnel to 
recover from injuries sustained under training and 
will undoubtedly benefit the Fusiliers of the future.  
Congratulations to Maj Rutherford on his promotion 

to Major which will see him take over as QM(M). 
We welcome Capt Marsh who takes over as QM(T), 
and Cpl Gurung and Cpl Tuila to the Department. 

We say farewell to Maj Halloran and Cpl Harriott 
and thank them for their valuable contributions over 
the years.

COMMAND SUPPORT GROUP
Capt Burrows

This year has seen a change of pace for the newly 
branded “Command Support Group” as we have 
focused on supporting the Battalion’s considerable 
commitments. 

A significant task for Command Support Group 
this year was providing the communications for the 
Army’s world-famous Cambrian Patrol Competition. 

With many new faces, to go along with the new 
branding of the Platoon, training for this started 
early in the year.

When the Platoon deployed on Cambrian Patrol 
there was much learning and adapting. The 
Platoon performed well and continuously improved 
throughout the deployment. It was not all work and 
no play however, with some of the Platoon taking 
the opportunity in their down time to make the 
most of the fantastic surroundings, with some even 
deciding to challenge themselves with a climb up 
Pen y Fan.

There have been moments to celebrate throughout 
the year. A special mention must also be made to 
Cpl Schofield, who was awarded his Long Service 
& Good Conduct medal by the Colonel in Chief. 

Cpl Tuila, WO2 (CSM) Falls and Sgt 
Filitoga celebrating Dussehra 2021 in India 

Cpl Tuila officially opening the Tulia 
Rehabilitation Gym  

Members of Command Support Group get to grips 
with deploying communications equipment
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Also, Fus Reilly, Wareham and Hesketh, who 
competed for HQ Company in the Hart’s Medals 
Boxing, putting on valiant performances and 
showing impeccable courage. 

Aside from supporting Cambrian Patrol and 
Battalion commitments, Command Support Group 
have been focusing on improving our ability to 
provide communications at all levels. This has 

allowed us to consolidate the basics and next 
year we look to develop our expertise at providing 
communications on a larger scale. Whilst a quieter 
year than usual for Command Support Group, 
it has been one where we have been able to 
reconstitute and prepare ourselves for another 
busy period in the year to come. There are many 
exciting opportunities and deployments set for 
2022 and the Platoon looks to be going from 
strength to strength.

TRAINING WING MARCH AND 
SHOOT – SEP 21
 Cpl Eltringham

After Op CABRIT and the COVID restrictions 
of 2020, it was time to test the Fusiliers’ 
marksmanship and to discover what Company 
and individual showed the most prowess as an 
infanteer. However, this year we devised a plan to 
test as much as we could in a short time frame.  
 
It all started 24 hours prior to H-Hour. Each section 
under their Section Commander had to zero their 
weapons with no outside coaching or aide, with 
only 160 rounds per section and a 45min time 
limit. This alone tested the JNCOs in their ability 
to coach and get the most out of minimal time 
and ammunition. Straight after zeroing, each 
commander then received their orders.  
 After conducting battle preparation, it was time 
to begin, order of start being Z, X, Y, HQ and W 
Companies. Before the March started, each team 
had their kit checked, followed by the Section 
Commander delivering quick battle orders in front 
of Battalion commanders. 

Sgt Mowle, Fus Ford and Fus Hesketh 
pose at the top of Pen y Fan

Command Support Group join the Battalion 
in remembering those that have fallen

Fus Bowden gets hands on with the kit, 
building both confidence and competence
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Onto the March and instead of the usual two miler 
and into a shoot, LCpl Green-Morris put together 
an eight-mile march, consisting of stands along 
the route. The stands were:  civil population ran by 
Cpl Brayne; a command task up and down Sidbury 
Hill controlled by Cpl Scott; multiple casualty drills 
under the keen eye of Cpl Pryor; and a stretcher 
casevac with an ammunition run with Cpl Jones. 
Once complete at Bulford Ranges, they then 
moved onto the shoot. 
 

Straight after the ammo run, each section had 
a short break to put on their personal protective 
equipment before moving into the Shoot. The 
Shoot was designed to replicate the assault. 
Starting at the 600m point each section had to 
fire team manoeuvre to the 300m point over six 
obstacles. Giving no time to catch their breath, 
lungs still burning: LOAD – READY - WATCH AND 
SHOOT! 
 
They started with one of the most diverse shoots, 
the Defence Assessment. Only competition targets 

were used so it truly tested their marksmanship. 
After the first shoot it was onto the next objective. 
Briskly moving to the next range, it was time to 
get up close and personal. Having shot from 
300m down to 100m, it was time to go from 100m 
down to 3m shooting an adjusted Urban Contact 
Assessment. The enemy was truly destroyed. 
 
Having collated all the scores, the results were in. 
There was a clear winner: 

1st W Company (finishing either first or   
 second in each stand)
2nd Z Company (performing the best on   
 both shoots) 
3rd X Company  
4th Y Company 
5th  HQ Company  

 
For the individual best shot it was a very close 
call with only one point between first and second.  
In the end, it was Fusilier Kitts, Z Company who 
had his name engraved on the Magnificent Seven 
Award.

RAP – OP RESCRIPT COVID 
HOSPITAL TASKING
LCpl Chelsea Beech, RAMC 

Back in January 2021, medics were deployed on 
Op RESCRIPT to various hospitals within the UK to 
help deal with the ongoing COVID pandemic.
I was sent to Hammersmith hospital in London 
along with three other members of 
the 1 FUSILIERS RAP to assist 
the overstretched nurses in 
providing medical care to 
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The 2021 winner’s trophy, to be engraved 
with the name of Fusilier Kitts, Z Company

The Shoot at Bulford Ranges

58



patients who were predominantly suffering with 
COVID. 

We worked 12 hour day and night shifts four 
times a week, which in the beginning I found quite 
challenging, having never worked like this before 
in a 24-hour period. It was especially challenging 
within a hospital environment at the height of the 
COVID pandemic, caring for severely ill patients.

Whilst helping on the ward, I mainly supported the 
nurses to do basic observations, patient hygiene, 
patient rolls and bed changing. It was important 
that these tasks were carried out regularly, more 
specifically rolling patients every 2 hours to prevent 
them from getting bed sores from being in the 
same position for long periods of time. 

Although my time within Hammersmith Hospital 
was for the most part very challenging and 
draining, it was also a great experience. I learnt a 
lot from the nurses I worked with; everyone had lots 
of experience and different skill sets and I was able 
to learn new things and further my medical skills. 

I met some great people within my time there 
and I appreciated the opportunity to help with the 
COVID pandemic. The welfare support we had from 
Battalion HQ  was really welcome.

LIFE OF A COMBAT MEDIC ON THE 
NHS FRONTLINE DURING COVID
LCpl JA Redfern

The fear just got real: across the country there were 
thousands of daily deaths of patients in hospitals 
resulting from COVID. Patients were coming 
through the doors thick and fast, clogging up the 
system whilst awaiting a free bed so they could be 
admitted for treatment. 

NHS staff were spending many long hours on the 
wards in ICU, treating critically ill patients.  Over-
worked and under-manned, often without the 
appropriate resources to do their jobs effectively, 
they did so without a care for themselves, not 
worrying about the emotional toll that it was taking 
on them. 

With the NHS at breaking point and staff energy 
levels dwindling, the Government requested 
military support from the Royal Army Medical Corps 
(RAMC) and the Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army 
Nursing Corps (QARANC).

At the time, I thought I wasn’t qualified to work in 
ICU and the risk of direct contact with COVID really 
didn’t appeal to me. But we were given extra online 
training called ‘Military Medic to Ward’ arranged by 
1 FUSILIERS and a day’s practical training at the 
hospital. We also had an induction period which 
included correctly sizing and fitting the face masks 
that would protect us, and computer logins for 
accessing patients’ notes so that we could record 

Sgt Gaz Tilley and LCpl Chelsea Beech 
discussing the imminent deployment

Sgt Gaz Tilley during mandatory crew rest 
out of Personal Protective Equipment
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information about the patient’s current health status 
and their daily medication requirements.

On arrival at Hammersmith Hospital, it had 
undergone some changes with general wards 
being adapted into ICU wards due to the demand 
for COVID beds.  Later we were given our shift 
patterns so that we would know what our day-to-
day life was going to entail and once again it didn’t 
really look appealing. I would be working 12 hour 
shifts for 4 days with just a 48 hour turn around, 
then 12 hour night shifts over a 4 day rotating 
pattern. There really wasn’t much time for having a 
personal life.

I arrived at work at 0745 on the first day, where I 
collected my scrubs and found out which ward 
I would be assigned to – a different ward every 
shift. There was a clean area for donning Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) and a dirty area 
disposal area within each ward. It really wasn’t 
comfortable to wear all the PPE for hours on end, 
but we were given regular comfort breaks to ensure 
we stayed hydrated and could cool off safely. 

As soon as we entered the main ward and 
identified the patients that we were caring for, the 
staff on the night shift handed over to the oncoming 
day shift – an update on what had happened 
during the last 12 hours and what the plan was for 
the next 12. I then worked closely with either an 
ICU nurse or a general nurse to examine and treat 
all patients thoroughly, making sure that everything 

was working as it should be, carrying out basic 
observations and identifying any anomalies for the 
attention of the nurses.

All the patients were critically ill. Tubes coming out 
of noses and mouths.  Many different pieces of 
equipment were by the bedsides, some of which I 
recognised but others I had never seen.  It was a 
case of ‘on-the-job’ learning and away you go but 
always under the caveat of calling a nurse if you 
were unsure about anything. 

There was one nurse for 2-3 patients when it 
should have been ideally one nurse to one patient 
but, due to being severely understaffed, everyone 
was doubling up on the workload. Despite being 
January, it was warm on the wards (wearing full 
PPE didn’t help either) but there couldn’t be any 
air-conditioning on due to COVID being an airborne 
disease. 

There really wasn’t much to do when not on shifts 
to have a social life or blow off steam due to the 
national lockdown. I’m not normally a massive 
socialite but I did find it slightly daunting to go from 
an intense and stressful working environment to a 
big empty hotel room. I was able to self-manage 
my thoughts and feelings by going on a few walks 
to a few tourist areas. Here I was able to unwind 
and just forget temporarily the stress and strain of 
working on the wards. Most of my spare time was 
spent in my hotel room trying to catch up and keep 
in touch with my wife and 2 year old boy at home 
via Facetime. 

I was apprehensive about working closely with 
patients who had such a deadly virus especially 
because I had seen first-hand how debilitating it 
was. I was concerned for my own life but more 
so for my family if I brought the virus home after 
the deployment. But I was a firm believer that the 
training and PPE would keep me safe, plus my 
twice weekly lateral flow tests and my first dose of 
the vaccine would help.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time working on the 
ICU wards at Hammersmith Hospital. I have an 
increased appreciation of the work that the NHS 

Sgt Gaz Tilley and LCpl Chelsea Beech 
during “Military Medic to Ward Training”
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have been doing during the pandemic and would 
gladly return to help them if needed. I have learnt 
many new skills whilst working on the wards and 
had a passion to learn even more. The work that 
we did helping the nurses on the wards was greatly 
appreciated and they couldn’t have been any more 
delighted to have had us there. The support and 
liaison we had with 1 FUSILIERS and our chain of 
command was also a great source of comfort - they 
did everything they could to make our lives easier.

RAP OVERVIEW OF THE YEAR
Sgt Gaz Tilley RAMC
A busy year for the Regimental Aid Post (RAP) 
started with us all being put on standby to deploy 
in support of the NHS’ COVID response. As part of 
the preparations, we all attended “Military Medic 
to Ward” training - a one-day package designed 
to refresh any long-forgotten skills to enable 
Combat Medical Technicians whose primary role 
is to provide pre-hospital emergency care and 

primary healthcare to work within the secondary 
healthcare – hospitals. In the event, only Cpl James 
Pryor, LCpls Chelsea Beech and James Redfern, 
and myself deployed in support of the NHS at 
Hammersmith Hospital.  Their experiences are 
related above.

Whilst we were away, the rest of the RAP were 
deploying on numerous taskings providing Real 
Life Support (RLS) to Brigade and Battalion 

LCpl Jess Willis taking blood samples whilst 
Cpl James Pryor completes the 

administrative process

LCpl Jess Willis 
demonstrating 
the use of the 
TEMPUS PRO 
Patient Monitor 
to Indian soldiers
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exercises, promotion cadres and live firing ranges 
in Castlemartin, as well as the everyday medical 
administration taskings and Sick Parade.  This 
pace continued for the first few months of the year, 
and everyone had a well-earned rest over leave.

During the second period of the year, the 
Regimental Medical Officer (RMO), Maj Michael 
Quicke, LCpl Jess Willis and myself were chosen 
to deploy with Y Company to Ex AJEYA WARRIOR, 
the Indian / UK joint exercise that allows for 
interoperability and mutual learning. As part of the 
preparations, LCpl Willis set up an Emergency 
Donor Panel (EDP) to ensure adequate blood 
supplies for emergency situations in India. LCpl 
Willis set up and administered the EDP with 
minimal outside input and ensured that it was 
operationally viable – it can remain on standby 
for up to 12 months so can easily be used for any 
other remote deployments. 

Whilst on Ex AJEYI WARRIOR, LCpl Willis excelled 
and performed above and beyond her rank 
range and experience – even more impressive 
considering this was her first light role deployment. 
She received a well-deserved CO’s Coin for her 
efforts.  As part of the interoperability training, we 
performed a RAP demonstration, and afterwards 
we were all inundated with requests from the Indian 
soldiers for medical training and advice - they were 
very impressed with us !

Back home, the remaining RAP were equally busy 
with more taskings and Battalion medical training. 
Our nurse, Sgt Rich de Lacy, ended up deploying 
to the British Army Training Unit in Suffield in 
Canada for three months to work in the Medical 
Centre there after a high-priority trawl from Brigade. 

A special mention must go to Cpl James Pryor, 
who in the absence of Sgt de Lacy, myself and the 
RMO had to step up and act as Battalion Medical 
Sergeant for 7 weeks, as well as taking on Sgt de 
Lacy’s secondary role of Liaison Sergeant between 
the various Unit Aid Posts and the Defence Primary 
Healthcare staff in the Queen Elizabeth Medical 
Centre, Tidworth. Stepping up to do one of these 
roles alone is not an easy task but performing 

both to an exceptionally high standard is no mean 
feat and he has shown he is more than capable of 
stepping up to the next rank - fingers crossed for 
the next Cpl to Sgt Promotion Board.

Finally, a massive congratulations to Cpl Mariah 
Roberts who became a mother to a beautiful baby 
boy during this period.

LAD JOURNEY SINCE OP 
CABRIT 6 
WO2 (AQMS) Mackenzie

Since returning from Op CABRIT in 2020, 1 
FUSILIERS LAD experienced turnover of several 
personalities including a new OC LAD and ASM. 
This year has seen REME personnel deploy 
on numerous live fire ranges packages in both 
Castlemartin and Lulworth. Tradesmen also fulfilled 
two periods of high readiness for UK Standby 
Battalion, as well as Op TEMPERER.  Real life 
support was delivered to enable Ex CAMBRIAN 
PATROL and the Y Company deployment to India, 
requiring armourer support to safely operate 
foreign weapon systems. 

The LAD personnel also have a close relationship 
with the Battalion, playing in numerous sports 
teams and on multiple sub-unit activities. LCpl 
Sinanan deployed with Y Company on Ex AJEYA 
WARRIOR to give real time support for all the 
weapon systems and Cfn Burnett played an 
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LCpl Goyne explaining how to prepare 
the Warrior for towing  
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integral part in Ex SALIENT HACKLE within the 
burial party sent to Belgium. 

Numerous requests saw the LAD’s soldiers deploy 
to the USA, Canada, Estonia and to Germany for 
Land Training Fleet Sennelager and Ex TALLINN 
DAWN. Of all these trawls, Sgt Earle produced a 
standout performance and proved to be pivotal 
in the delivery of Ex WARFIGHTER 21.4, enabling 
the delivery of the exercise’s key messages to our 
allies. The OC LAD was involved with a task for Op 
RESCRIPT to assess the feasibility of using military 
capabilities to alleviate pressure on Ambulance 
Trusts. 

AGC (SPS) – AN EVENTFUL YEAR 
2Lt Jake Dow 

It’s been a very busy year for the 1 FUSILIERS SPS 
Detachment with a huge change of faces, and our 
hands full providing support to exercises across the 
Battalion. 

Key to this year was our G1 Audit, an annual 
Brigade assessment of the Detachment. This, 
coinciding with preparation for Ex AJEYA 
WARRIOR, was a real test of our capabilities. 
However, beyond Cpl Adamou losing a full head 
of hair, we passed with flying colours and have 
since gone on to some well-earned downtime with 
Detachment cohesion days. 

Earlier in the year, the Detachment discovered 
the sometimes painful joys of Zorbing and the 
highs and lows of the Great Detachment Bake 
Off, but most recently everyone was put a little 
(or massively) out of their comfort zone at ‘Go 
Ape’. With only slight hesitation, and excessive 
expletives, even the RAO managed to get through 
the entire course. 

Members of the Detachment have also been 
recognised for their hard work through our many 
promotions – one of which was given by FM HRH 
The Duke of Kent KG – and the awarding of a Long 
Service and Good Conduct medal. 

Alongside normal running, the Detachment has 
thrown itself into Battalion life and extra training 
opportunities including:  AGC Cricket team; 
AGC Fishing team; Battalion lead on the Army 

 Sgt Asiedu discussing fault finding tech-
niques on Land Training Fleet in Sennelager

LCpl Murphy is welcomed to the Detachment

Cpl Adamou and Pte Koroitamana were 
awarded CO’s Coins for their contributions 

to Ex AJEYA WARRIOR
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Servicewomen’s Network; OC British Army Warrior 
Fitness team; HQ Company Boxing team; SPS 20 
Brigade Rowing and Football Competitions; Ex 
IRON SKIRMISH (3 Division SPS BCS and iHUB 
Exercise); Women’s Clay Pigeon Shooting.

LATE ENTRY OFFICERS’ 
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL 
EXCURSION
Capt Lee Bilner MTO

With the recent large-scale Battalion deployments 
to Canada, Estonia and coupled with restrictions 
of COVID, the opportunity for the Late Entry cohort 
to spend some quality time together over the last 
couple of years has been limited. As the Battalion 
began to look forward to the summer of 2021 with 
a gunnery camp in Castlemartin, the prospect of 
some blue skies presented a chance to spend 
some time to collectively catch up outside of a work 
environment.

As we approached the summer months, it was 
time for the inevitable churn of personalities.  
Fortuitously the dates coincided with the arrival 
of two returning to the Battalion and the farewell 

of another departing.  After 
summer leave Capt Mick 
Alcock and Capt Daz 
Hanrahan were due back 
into the Battalion from 
Combat Ready Training 
Centre and 2 MERCIAN 
respectively;  and Maj 
Dicky Halloran had just 
finished his role as the 
Quartermaster.  So, the 
stars aligned, and it was 
decided to roll all three 
events into one.

It was decided that 
rather than sit in the 
Mess and put the world 
to rights, we would 
try and do something 
relatively constructive. After 
a bit of investigation and 
discussion it was decided 
that we should celebrate the 
event by conducting a cultural 
visit to the Bombay Sapphire 
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Cpl Myatt receives her promotion from FM HRH The Duke of Kent KG
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Gin distillery in order that we could broaden both 
our education and palates. The additional benefit 
was that we, as the Late Entry Officers, could then 
further educate our Direct Entry brethren when 
subsequently back in the Mess… 

To make it a worthwhile event, we met informally 
in the Mess bar for a late lunch then subsequently 
deploying to the distillery in Whitchurch, 
Hampshire. We were met by our tour guide who 
walked and talked us through the distillery’s rich 
and historic past before taking us through the 
fascinating way that gin is distilled and produced 
in the unique way of Bombay Sapphire. We were 
invited to learn and smell the different botanicals, 
(somewhat difficult wearing masks), before 
deciding what types of flavourings suited our 
individual palates.  Of course, we were then treated 
to a complimentary G&T at the bar as the tour 
finished.

The Late Entry cohort then retired to Salisbury 
for dinner that evening where our newly acquired 
gin-knowledge was put to the test for the rest of the 
evening as we continued to welcome Mick and Daz 
and bid farewell to Dicky.

The opportunities to gather all the Late Entry 
Officers together are rare and to combine both a 
welcome and farewell are rarer still. During our 
busy and hectic working lifestyles, the opportunities 
to get together must be grasped and pursued; the 
excuse of ‘being too busy’ should not overshadow 
the importance of a social and educational 
gathering. Getting out of the working environment 
didn’t fully stop us from talking ‘shop’, or indeed 
stop us dressing pretty much identically in chinos 
and shirts, but it certainly gave us something else 
to chat about and to relax for a few hours. 

Winners of the Iron Fist Brigade 
rowing competition
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EX SALIENT HACKLE,  IEPER, 
BELGIUM 15-18 NOV 21

Capt Alex Edmund, Adjutant

On the morning of 14 October 1917, in the 
shattered and shell-torn landscape east of 
Polygon Wood and north of the small crossroads 
hamlet of Reutel, soldiers of 11th Battalion, the 
Northumberland Fusiliers clung precariously to 
their frontline positions. Private Norman Gladden, 
a member of a Lewis Gun team in B Company, 
recalled:

“We squatted listlessly on the trench bottom, 
waiting for something to happen. Muck from 
the trench sides trickled from my steel helmet 
down my greatcoat. The cold gradually 
reasserted its grip and my hands became too 
numb to enter brief notes in my pocketbook. 
Artillery activity was almost continuous on 
both sides, invariably rising to a crescendo 
at nightfall and day-break at which times the 
black earth churned over our heads like the 
foam of an evil sea”

In clipped prose, the Adjutant’s narrative tersely 
recorded the effects of the enemy shellfire in the 
War Diary:

“C Company very heavily shelled in early 
morning. 2Lt LW Ablett and 2Lt ED Bruty C 
Company  killed”. 

So ended the lives of 3 officers and 24 enlisted 
ranks of the Battalion, killed in the three days the 
Battalion was holding the position. They numbered 
among the 240,000 casualties suffered by British 
and Commonwealth during the Third Battle of 
Ypres. Buried in the frontline positions, their story 
would have ended there, their graves lost, and 
their names recorded as missing on the Tyne Cot 
Memorial, had fate not intervened.

Officers handing the nine Union 
Flags and grave goods to the 
family members
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In the summer of 2018, improvements were being 
carried out on the Oude-Wervikstraat road when 
skeletal remains were discovered. These were 
rapidly identified as belonging to soldiers of the 
Great War. This is not an unusual occurrence in 
this part of Belgium and archaeologists were called 
in to extract the remains. These comprised those 
of nine British soldiers;  eight had been buried 
together, with the ninth body being slightly away 
from the group in an apparently separate burial. 
Due the soil and the prevailing ground conditions, 
the preservation of personal effects and military 
equipment (including several ‘N.F.’ shoulder 
titles) was exceptional. The leather of their boots 
was supple, laces and officers’ neck ties were 
still tied, and buttonholes could be discerned 
on shirts. Critically, one of the bodies had a 
significant number of personal effects, including a 
fountain pen, signet ring engraved with the initials 
‘L.W.A.’ and a small silver identity disc, recording: 
“2nd Lieutenant Leslie Wallace Ablett, 11th 
Northumberland Fusiliers, C of E”. 

Enter the Joint Casualty and 
Compassionate Centre’s (JCCC) 
Historical Commemorations 
Team, more popularly known as the 
‘War Detectives’. Applying a forensic approach 
to the archaeological and historical evidence, the 
dedicated team of researchers identified the 11th 
Battalion from which the soldiers were likely drawn 
and set about the process of genealogical research 
to trace living family members. 

By their dedication to this task and an extensive 
program of DNA testing, six of the eight remaining 
soldiers were identified, a spectacular result 103 
years after the action in which they were lost: 2Lt 
Edward Douglas Bruty, Sjt Thomas Feasby, LCpl 
Stanley Blakeborough, Pte Harry Miller, Pte Joseph 
Patrickson MM and Private Arnold Sanderson MM. 

Liaison between 1 FUSILIERS and the JCCC 
started in back in February 2021 and after several 
false starts as result of COVID regulations, planning 
began in earnest in September. After several 
kit inspections, numerous COVID vaccinations, 
countless LF and PCR tests and WO2 Shambayati-
approved drill rehearsals, the intrepid band of 60 
Fusiliers (including two members of 5 FUSILIERS) 
set off from Tidworth to conduct Ex SALIENT 
HACKLE. Despite the red tape and largely thanks 
to the efforts of the JCCC and the Company 
Sergeant Majors, the deployment to Ieper / Ypres 
was achieved flawlessly. 

Dressing the coffins of the fallen, ready for 
their reburial

The Colonel 
in Chief 
flanked 

by Majors 
Bryant (L) 

and King (R)
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Five families of the casualties made the trip 
to Belgium and a programme of activity was 
organised to host them.  This included a moving 
candlelit Service of Remembrance, led by 
Padre Gary Watt, in the famous and extremely 
atmospheric Toc H Club in Poperinge. The 
Regiment was also extremely fortunate to have in 
attendance HRH the Colonel-in-Chief, as President 
of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

Following a day of rehearsals and final 
preparations, conditions were set for the reburial 
ceremony itself. The performance of the three 
bearer parties, the firing party and some (very) 
assorted bits of officer drill was immaculate, fine 
testament to the efforts and patience of WO1 
(RSM) Barton, WO2 Brooks and WO2 Shambayati. 
The three Bearer Party Commanders, Sgts 
Merritt (X Company) Watkins (X Company) and 
Cutmore (Z Company ) also cut immaculate 
figures throughout the proceedings. Padre Watt’s 
moving service culminated in the presentation 
of the nine Union Flags and grave goods to the 
family members. HRH The Duke of Kent received 
that of the unknown Northumberland Fusilier on 

The Fusilier Bearer Parties

1ST FUSILIERS

The CO, RSM and Fus Swaddle lay a wreath 
at the Menin Gate Last Post ceremony
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behalf of the Regiment. The Fusilier Association 
(Northumberland) was represented by Majors 
Chester Potts and Graeme Heron. 

Following a reception, the families were shown the 
location from which the bodies were recovered. 
The final stop was at Tyne Cot cemetery, where 
the graves of the morning had been filled in and 
the headstones set in place. Events concluded 
later that evening when the Commanding Officer, 
Regimental Sergeant Major and Fus Swaddle (X 
Company) laid a wreath on behalf of all ranks at the 
daily Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. For 
Fus Swaddle, this was a particularly memorable. 
Her Great Uncle, Private George Swaddle of 2nd 
Battalion, the Northumberland Fusiliers, is named 
on the memorial, having fallen on 26 May 1915.

There is a poignant symmetry to the ceremony 
obvious to all Fusiliers who participated. On a 
bleak October day in 1917 they had been buried by 
their mates in a shattered dugout near the Oude-
Wervikstraat road. On a cold November morning in 
2021, they were again buried by Fusiliers, amongst 
their comrades in a cemetery itself named by the 
Regiment after the cottages of home. For a fleeting 
moment, as they solemnly made their last journey, 

they were borne on young shoulders, their sacrifice 
was honoured, and the torch passed to our newest 
generation of Fusiliers. 

EX SALIENT HACKLE – VIEW 
FROM THE BEARERS
WO2 (CSM) R Shambayati

As the nine fallen soldiers were members of one 
of our antecedent regiments,  1 FUSILIERS were 
privileged to provide military honours for their 
reburial. X Company managed the task with 62 
members from 1 and 5 FUSILIERS, and a Bugler 
from CAMUS.

Coming after a very busy time of commitments, 
the team were not able to begin training until 
the week prior to the deployment. Fortunately, 
the Battalion had several military honour SMEs 
following the recent visit of HRH the Duke of Kent, 
so the bearer and firing parties received quality 
in-house instruction and were well prepared for the 
deployment. 

Following a period of isolation, the group 
assembled on 15 November.  On arrival in Belgium, 
the troops isolated in Flanders Lodge, awaiting 

The new headstones ready for the graves at Tyne Cot cemetery
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1 FUSILIERS honouring our forebearers
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their COVID test results.  The following day was 
extremely busy. In addition to final rehearsals, the 
bearer parties were required to dress the coffins 
under the watchful eyes of a documentary team 
who were filming ‘Wall to Wall’ for an ITV ‘Long Lost 
Families’ special

That evening also saw a service at Talbot House, 
the so called ‘Toc H’, a WW1 respite lodge for 
soldiers to have time away from the front. Inside 
the house, which is open to the public, a chapel 
remains in the loft, having been built by the soldiers 
of the Great War.

Early the next day, a wet 17 November, the 
bearer and firing parties deployed to the Tyne Cot 
cemetery in Ypres to begin final preparations of the 
ceremony. Just at the right moment, the weather 
brightened up and the service was a resounding 
success, although a keen observer would have 
seen a few wrinkles:  the bearer commanders not 
being able to form a straight line;  WO2 Brooks’ 
excitement at his first Royal Salute; Fus Strong’s 
strap catching on an eyelet, resulting in a near 
head-first plummet of the coffin, skilfully corrected 
by Sgt Merritt’s bearer party.  And 1 FUSILIERS 
officers clearly taken by Davina McCall.

After the service, everyone was invited to the local 
cheese factory where free food and Belgian beer 
was provided to the troops before they spent some 
well-earned down-time in nearby Ypres, like their 
predecessors over 100 years before.

The burial was a first for the majority who deployed, 
and everyone conducted themselves impeccably 
at the reinternment ceremony for the nine soldiers 
of the Northumberland Fusiliers, killed during the 
Great War, 1914-1918.  

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 
we will remember them. 

Admiring Fusilier Officers.  L-R:  Lt Maloney, 
Maj King, Davina McCall, Maj Bryant, Lt 

Sargant, and Lt McClement

Holding the line
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Capt J McCowliff, UWO and Boxing Officer

HARTS MEDALS – INTER 
COMPANY BOXING COMPETITION
Capt J McCowliff, UWO and Boxing Officer
 
In early 2021 Sgt Carling was giving the task to 
develop a fresh boxing talent that would set the 
foundations for a new battalion team.  The talent 
would be on display at the annual Hart’s Medals 
Inter Company boxing match, held for the first time 
since 2019.  

A modern-day boxer is required to not 
only be savage by nature, but also 
be methodical, tactical, cunning, and 
scientific in their approach. With only six 
weeks of concentrated training under 

qualified company coaches, this sweeter science 
of boxing is forgotten, and the savage instinct 
dominates. Every boxer displayed courage and the 
sheer determination to win for their Company. 
 

BATTALION SPORTS

1ST FUSILIERS

WO2 (CSM) Shambayati (X 
Company ) and Fus Kavanagh (Y 
Company ) trade blows.

WO2 (CSM) Shambayati (X 
Company ) and Fus Kavanagh (Y 
Company ) trade blows.
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The fight of the night was a bout between WO2 
(CSM) Shambayati (X Company) and Fus 
Kavanagh (Y Company ), an all-out war by two 
hardened warriors. Both received a standing 
ovation for their performance. 

The soldiers were in fine sprits, encouraging 
their boxers all the way to the sound of the HMS 
Euryalus bell at the end of each round. 

Following the interval, the Corps of Drums 
entertained the crowd with a faultless performance. 
This year’s Hart’s Medals had a significant first 
for the both Inter Company Boxing and the 
Battalion - the first ever female bout with Cpl 
Myatt representing HQ Company and Fus Jama 
representing X Company. The Colonel of the 
Regiment, Brigadier J Swift OBE presented both 
trophies. Captain Hart would have been proud of 
this historical moment.  

The Hart’s Medals 2021 winners were W Company, 
and the Champion Company was awarded to Z 
Company. Maj Bryant (OC Z Company) proudly 
collected the trophy from Brigadier Boswell, 
Commander of 20th Armoured Infantry Brigade. 
The most courageous boxing trophy was awarded 
to Fus Kavanagh (Y Company), and the best boxer 
trophy was awarded to Fus Higgs (Z Company).  

The Commanding Officer announced the 17 boxers 
that will form the Boxing Team and represent 1 
FUSILIERS in the Major Unit Boxing Competition 
against 3 PARA in Aldershot on 12 May 22. 
  
As we look to the future, 1 FUSILIERS Boxing team 
have been giving a fantastic defence engagement 
opportunity and will travel to Bahrain in Jan 22 
to take on the Royal Guard Boxing team, trained 
by former Fusilier and Team GB Coach, Tony 

Fus Hicks (Z Company ) lands a clean punch Fus Walsh (W Company )
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WO2 (CSM) Shambayati (X 
Company ) and Fus Kavanagh (Y 
Company ) trade blows.
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Davis. On return the team will travel around the UK 
to forge relationships and gain technical experience 
in amateur Boxing clubs under the supervision of 
Sgt Carling and LCpl Thompson.

Former 3 FUSILIERS at the Hart’s Medals 
Boxing, 
Former 3 FUSILIERS who were on Op GRANBY 
1990-91, pictured in front of the Recce Group 
painting of Op GRANBY in the WO’s and Sgt’s 
Mess.

The painting is of Mobile Milan and Recce vehicles 
of the Fusilier Battlegroup on the second day of the 
Op DESERT STORM ground war in Southern Iraq.  
It shows Cpls Weaver (Milan Pl) and McManus 
(QoHldrs attached Recce) having just thrown a 
white-phosphorus grenade into the bunker behind 
the Scimitar, whilst Fus Tony Cassar engages 
a recalcitrant Iraqi from the driver’s hatch of his 
MCT(S).

The AQMS passing on some words of wisdom

1ST FUSILIERS

The FUSILIERS scrum 
down on their way to 
an emphatic win over 
the Scots Guards

L-R:  Col Julian Clover (Capt 22 SAS on GRANBY), 
Capt Guy Briselden, OC Milan Platoon), CSgt Fitzroy 

Shrowder (Sgt Milan Section Commander), Maj 
General Paul Nanson (OC Recce Platoon), Fusilier 

Jason King (Fus C Coy and unbeaten boxer 1 and 3 
FUSILIERS), Major Chester Potts (LO 1 Div)
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RUGBY CLUB
Maj E Rutherford, QM

2021 has seen the continued growth of our Rugby 
Club with over 60 personnel on the books.  This 
year’s training started in earnest once COVID 
restrictions started to ease, with members of all 
the Companies developing their skills under the 
coaching guidance of AQMS Col Mackenzie, CSgt 
Wayne Jones, Cpl Gerry Narruhn and Fusilier Joe 
Tavag.

As part of the pre-2021 / 22 season, the Inter-
Company 10s competition took place in June 
on Tidworth’s new 4G pitch. A close competition 
resulted in Z Company as worthy champions. The 
day provided the first opportunity for the Battalion 
to get together after COVID to enjoy the sunshine, 
rugby, and beer.

The Club has also started to cross over disciplines 
with some significant success in the Rugby League 

Nav 9s and ARU and Andover Kaiviti Sevens 
competitions over the summer.

The 2021 / 22 season properly started with several 
warm-up friendly games,  most notably defeating 
the Scots Guards 34 - 0 !   

The Battalion are once again competing in the ARU 
Championship but away from Club-level fixtures 
the Hackle continues be represented at Infantry, 
Corps and Army level, most notably by Fus “Drew” 
Davison and LCpl “Sausage” Bamber who were 
both selected for the Army U23 squad that would 
go on to win the Inter Services competition. 

THE NEWCASTLE CUP 2021
Cpl Hodnett, MT

The Newcastle Cup takes place every year and 
forms part of the Battalion Champion Company 
competition. Each company would play each other 
once in a 90 minute eleven-a-side football match.

This year’s Newcastle cup was run in a league 
format. It was quite clear from the early games that 
it would be a close battle between Z Company 
and HQ Company. With HQ Company’s back four 
having a combined age of 145, it a young and 
exciting Z Company team were able to exploit 
this. After a match where the lead changed sides 
several times, Z Company eventually emerged as 
the worthy winners. Have no doubt, HQ Company 
will be back again in 2022.

The CO presenting Z Company with the Agar Cup

Members of the team resting between games, on 
their way to the ARU Sevens finals

Just some of the FUSILIERS to have represented 
the Infantry in 2021
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THE IRAQ GYMNASIUM 
SSgt John Bremner, SSI RAPTC

1 FUSILIERS did not have our own gym and 
depended solely on the oversubscribed Garrison 
Super Gym (GSG). This became a huge issue 
for conducting physical training during the social 
distancing phase of the COVID lockdown.

To ensure our soldiers and their families could 
conduct physical exercise, the Iraq Gym project 
aimed to create a Battalion multi-purpose 
gymnasium that would improve the physical 
robustness and mental resilience of Fusiliers, 
and give their families, and dependants greater 
opportunities for exercise.

The Iraq gym is now in one of our previously 
disused vehicle RUBB shelters. At the start of the 
project, we received a grant from Army HQ to 
decorate the facility. Capt Gaz Bowen applied for a 

NAAFI grant to purchase flooring and gym 
equipment. SSgt John Bremner RAPTC sourced 
over £70,000 of gym equipment from Regional 
Command HQ and the CO authorised £20,000 of 
Battalion funding to purchase further floor matting 
and equipment.

WO2 Shambayati successfully applied for a further 
grant from the NAAFI trust of £6,500 for martial arts 

The proposed site prior to the project approval

The Gym halfway through fitting out
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equipment, which will allow the Judo and Jujitsu 
clubs to train in their own permanent venue.

Having our own gym will allow more physical 
training to take place, especially during the winter 
months where it will at provide cover from the wind 
and rain.  It will also help reduce the isolation of 
living-in members of the Battalion. 

The Iraq gym is not only for physical training, but it 
has also been designed to offer a large open area 
for large scale briefings. Again, this is extremely 
useful as the Tidworth lecture centre is always 
oversubscribed. 

Following the NAAFI grant approval on 16 March 
2021, the RUBB shelter was cleared of unwanted 
furniture and equipment, then the initial floor 
matting and CrossFit Rig was completed.  Army 
HQ funded the 20 plus motivational pictures that 
hang on the walls.

NAAFI funded the purchase of additional floor 
matting and multiple pieces of equipment such as 
weightlifting benches, bar bells, plated weights, dip 
stations, dumbbells, and wall balls.

We aim to secure funding to enhance the floor 
space with approved gym matting and then add 
the CCTV system to truly offer 24 / 7 access. 

The CrossFit Rig, initial floor matting and 
motivational artwork

The completed Gym
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