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Inaugural Cadet Week event 

  

On Saturday, the 1
st

 of October, the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, The Honourable Elizabeth 

Dowdeswell, marked the beginning of the first Cadets Week in Ontario by reviewing a combined 

Guard formed by Army, Air and Sea Cadets from across the province in front of the Ontario 

Legislative Building at Queen’s Park. 

 

Cadet Week was proclaimed by the Ontario Legislature with the passing of Bill 45 in April 2022. It 

sets the first week in October to be marked annually as Cadets Week in recognition of the value of 

the Cadet program to Ontario youth. Cadet Corps are encouraged to hold activities in their 

communities to mark the week in the future. 

 

Primrose hackles were prominent at the event with 557 Brampton, 676 Georgetown and 2990 

Milton Corps all providing  personnel for the Army Cadet Guard. 557 also provided the Drum 

Major and members for the combined Band that provided the music for the event. 
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LCol Bill Adcock, who played a prominent part in the effort to create Bill 45, and WO Henk 

Verschuren spent a hectic morning sorting out behind the scenes logistics but were able to finally 

step back and enjoy the event. LCol Doug Johnson was also present as ADC to the Lieutenant 

Governor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Cadet Corps in the Regimental Family 

The Cadet program has returned to Fergus after an absence of many years and it has a Lorne Scots 

connection. 

In September a new Army Cadet Corps began parading as a subunit of 1849 Cadet Corps in 

Orangeville. Their numbers have grown quickly and they are now at over 50 cadets. Br 275 of the 

Royal Canadian Legion is providing the use of the Legion Hall for parade nights so they don’t have 

to travel to Orangeville. Maj (Ret’d) Gillian Federico will be their Army Cadet League Liaison 

Officer. 

The Corps is officially 492 Lorne Scots Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps. You can find out about 

the Corps activities so far at www.Facebook.com/FergusArmyCadets 

Congratulations to all at 492 and welcome to the Regimental Family. 
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Photograph courtesy of the Army Cadet League of Ontario 
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The Children’s Halloween Party 

After a Covid-19 enforced absence, the Children’s Halloween Party returned to the Brampton 

Armoury on 30 Oct.  

 

Sgt Darragh Connaughton stepped up to follow the efforts of WO Phil Rieder in staging the event 

and he did a great job. With help from 676 Cadet Corps in Georgetown, members of the Regiment 

and the Association, the children and accompanying adults had a great time with the maze, bouncy 

castle, other activities and treats provided. 

You can see the pictures from the afternoon at; 

https://www.facebook.com/LornescotsRA/posts/pfbid02YVbS4ADJhjLXMdj9C66ugJRjNKAA2w

hxLQpBAMVyQjYvoQijS6NujPwLZLKoeg1ql  

 

 

A Farwell to RSM Bill Herron 

Former RSM Bill Herron passed away in Nova Scotia on 07 Oct. For those 

who didn’t know him, he joined the Regiment after service in the Regular 

Force in the 1950s. He was a member of the Regiment for 35 years, the last 4 

as RSM. He then went on to serve for a further 3 years as a CIC officer with 

676 Cadet Corps under command of Maj Jack Harrison, before finally retiring 

and moving to Nova Scotia. 

Two of his daughters and three sons in law served in the Regiment along side 

of Bill.  

The following eulogy was read at Bill’ memorial service by his successor as RSM, (and son-in-law), 

LCol Bill Adcock; 

“Reflections on the Life of a Soldiers Soldier 

On behalf of the Regimental Family I would like to offer sincere condolences to Marian, Vickie,  

Kelly, Cindy and your extended Family 
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As I reflect on the life of Bill Herron, I have been reading through the tributes being posted on the 

Regimental Associations website. It is amazing the affection and admiration that those who have 

passed through the Regiment have for  RSM Herron. Many comments come from  members who 

went on to have exceptional careers in  the Regular force in all three branches of the service. All said 

he was a role model and a caring  mentor  Many tributes have been posted by   Regular Force 

soldiers attached to the unit. All said they admired him as a person and felt he was an excellent 

soldier. .stood why they were doing it. 

Maj(Padre) Don Lee stated that Bill was a person who loved life ,his  family and his sports and off 

course late night escapades in the Warrant Officers and Sgts Mess. He will always remain in my 

memory bank as a solid soldier and a family man.  

Maj Greg Betts Ops O Camp Borden stated that RSM Herron inspired and challenged him as a 

teenager 

LCol Jerry Derochie had a close working relationship with Bill. Jerry was the CO and Bill was his 

RSM.  The Col stated that RSM Herron was well organized and kept meticulous records of all his 

soldiers. For those of you who understand the military system, without those records soldiers might 

not get the courses they needed or be approved for overseas tours. Jerry also stated that the RSM 

was not thrilled with the CO’s map reading abilities. 

Henk Verschuren  Vice Chair of the Museum Board of Directors saw him as a gentle but hard assed 

giant. He was the RSM on parade but immediately  after the ceremony was over, he was uncle Bill. 

He looked after us. And he influenced many a generation after us. 

RSM Stew Sherriff tells the story of the night RSM Herron approached the Jr Sgt’s and stated that 

he needed them for a Hamilton Militia Change of Command Parade. Stew stated that he already 

had an invitation to attend the parade as a guest. His only comment was that now I would have an 

even better view of the parade. Stew didn’t attend as a guest 

When I joined the Regiment, I knew little of then S/Sgt Bill Herron. As a private I was either 

stationed in Brampton or Georgetown not Oakville. In those days we saw the other companies as 

our adversaries. Later when I became a Sgt our leader was C Coy CSM Jack Harrison and those 

who paraded in Oakville, CSM Bill Herron led the pack. Needless to say, there were some 

interesting meetings in the Sgts mess in Brampton. Both these men had  strong personalities and 

many times the RSM would ban both companies from the mess. As I reflect back it was great fun 

and created a rivalry between the rifle companies which challenged all of us to out preform the other 

both in the mess and in the field. Don’t get me wrong in the end we were all great friends we just 

liked to win.  
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As I moved up through the ranks, I began to work more closely with CSM and then RSM Herron. 

I knew first hand the perfectionist that he was, he demanded that of himself as well as others .  

When I was going through a family tragedy, he demonstrated his compassion and understanding. 

He allowed me time to work my way back into Regimental duties and was supportive and relieved 

when I decided to stay in the military. It was a truly proud moment when I took over from Bill as 

the RSM and the rest is history. I owe him so much for his loyalty and support. 

It is really difficult to digest the fact that RSM Big Bill Herron the legend has left us. Each of us has 

our own memories of the man. Many remember the helmet in the sand  in the middle of the tent. 

We had no idea of why it was there until he closed the flap and we discovered what was under the 

helmet I will leave this up to your imagination. Others remember his physical prowess. Whether as 

the anchor of  the tug-of-war team or tossing the caber he was a giant. 

As Henk Verschuren said to me in a  recent conversation RSM Herron always went by the creed 

often quoted but less acted upon these days that you look after your troops first. He never ate before 

the troops. He never looked after his personal needs before the soldiers needs . Once he was sure 

that the troops were safe and well fed, he relaxed and became one of us. 

It is now time that RSM Herron takes his place with those other great leaders  that kept the Regiment 

alive. Jack Harrison, Jim Antrobus, Jim Letourneau, George Wilkinson, Noel Weir, Doug Westlake 

and others are waiting for him and as Rosemary Harrison has said  there will be a great reunion in  

the mess in the sky. 

The Regimental Family is deeply saddened by his passing. There will never be another RSM like 

him. Bravo Zulu Bill your friend and Comrade in Arms” 

 

A Change to the Presentation of Colours 

The Regiment has learned that the Colonel-in-Chief, HRH The Duke of Kent, has decided not to  

travel outside of the UK.  He is 87 and has had some health issues in the past few years.  

This means that he will not be able to come to Canada to present new Colours to the Regiment  next 

May, although he does wish to present the Colours.  The Regiment is working on how to deal with 

this announcement and further details about the restructured presentation will be released once they 

have been confirmed. 
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Order of St George Directors 

The Order of St George is a chivalric order with roots in 

Europe stretching back to the 14
th

 century. 

The Grand Priory of Canada and the Americas was 

established in 2003. The principal roles of the Order in 

Canada are to better the health and well-being of members 

of the Canadian Armed Forces, Veterans and their families, and support the Canadian Cadet and 

Junior Ranger Programs. It accomplishes this through fundraising to support the work of 

organisations like the Military Family Resource Centres, the Royal Canadian Legion, Service Dog 

providers, the CF Military Families Fund and the True Patriot Love Foundation. 

The order has also created a Cadet Medal of Merit which is awarded to the top Staff Cadet at the 

Regional Summer Training Centres. 

Membership in the Order is by invitation only and the Order is a registered charity. 

Maj (Ret’d) Gillian Federico (Dame of the Order) and Capt (Ret’d) Ian Steingaszner (Chevalier of 

the Order) have been appointed to the Board of Directors of the Order. Congratulations to you 

both on this recognition of your talents. 

You can find out more about the Order at their website;   https://orderstgeorge.ca/ 

 

From the Museum 

For those who aren’t on Facebook or subscribe to Halton Hills Today,  the Museum recently got 

it’s first bit of outside publicity when the Chair of the Board of Directors spoke with Mansoor 

Tanweer, a freelance journalist from Georgetown. 

You can read the article at this link; 

https://www.haltonhillstoday.ca/local-news/local-lorne-scots-regiment-opening-museum-in-

brampton-library-6039284? 

In other news, the new emergency exit is being installed and some required remediation is being 

done to the electrical system in the basement. This should all be finished shortly. 
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Recognition for a former member 

Major General R.J.G. (Reg) Weeks began his military career as a Pte in the 

Regiment in World War 2, was commissioned and served through the end 

of the war as an Intelligence Officer with the 3
rd

 Canadian Division. Postwar 

he transferred to the Regular Force and continued to serve as an Intelligence 

Officer. He rose to the position of Deputy Commander NATO Intelligence 

and was the first Colonel Commandant of the CF Intelligence Branch. 

He is being honoured with a monument, dedicated at CFB Kingston, the 

home of the Canadian Intelligence Corps on Saturday Nov 26
th

. Major Paul 

Hale, who has recently elected to the Regimental Senate, will be attending 

the ceremony on behalf of the Regiment. 

 

 The Officers’ Mess Dinner 

The Officers’ Mess will be holding their annual Mess Dinner on Saturday 03 December. If you are 

a former serving officer or member of the Mess and haven’t received an invitation, you can contact 

the Mess at lornescotsofficersmess@gmail.com to confirm that you are still on the mailing list. 

 

Links to other parts of the Regimental Family 

The Serving Regiment - https://www.facebook.com/LorneScots 

The Association - https://www.facebook.com/groups/146923842093667/ 

The Pipes and Drums - https://www.facebook.com/LorneScotsPipesandDrums/posts_to_page/ 

The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers – www.thefusiliers.org  

1
st

 Bn - https://www.facebook.com/TheFusiliers 

5
th

 Bn - https://en-gb.facebook.com/FiveFusiliers/ 

The Fusilier Association - http://www.fusiliers-association.co.uk/ 

How to contribute to the Newsletter 

 If you have a story about an upcoming event, want to pass on how an event went or something that 

may be of interest to the Regimental Family, please send a short write up (100 – 150 words or so) 

with one or two good quality pictures to the Association Secretary at secretary@lornescots.com  
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Please ensure that all people in any submitted pictures have agreed to having their image posted. 

The Association will assume that such permissions have been acquired before the picture was 

submitted.  

 

The Association reserves the right to vet all submissions for appropriateness before posting. items 

may not be deemed suitable for posting due to inappropriate language or content. Items submitted 

will reviewed for factual accuracy and may be edited for length.  

Any mistakes which may occur are entirely accidental and no malice or harm is ever intended. 
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