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1 FUSILIERS recce vehicle on a winter NATO exercise in Eastern Europe 
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Visit of the Col of Regt to 1 FUSILIERS  
aj Gen J Swift OBE, Colonel of the Regiment, recently visited 1 FUSILIERS, 
in Kosovo as part of the Strategic Reserve Force (GBR).  He was accompanied by 
Col JW Denny MBE, Regimental Secretary. 

 

 

. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

M 

L-R:  LCpl Perkins, Sgt Smith, Fus Ryan, Col of the Regt, Fus Holdaway, Fus Mckee, Fus Bishop, 
Fus Maxwell 

Regt Sec, whose tweed jacket denotes he is a fan of 
model aircraft, worrying the two gunners from the STAR 
Battery by threatening to launch their expensive 
surveillance drone inside a hanger 
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Rededication Service for 2Lt Frank Wood LF 
t Col Mike Macdonald, RHQ (N) 
Secretary, recently 

represented the Regiment at the 
rededication service for 2Lt Frank 
Wood, Lancashire Fusiliers, who is 
commemorated on the Tyne Cot 

memorial. 
Originally 
buried in a 
grave marked 
‘Unknown 
Second 
Lieutenant’, 
after 
extensive 
research and 
the process of 

elimination, his remains were finally 
identified. This meant he could now be 
properly buried in a named grave. 

Frank Wood was born in 1889 and was 
the son of William and Jane Wood 
from Higginshaw Road, Oldham. 
Having been promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant with 2/7th Battalion 
Lancashire Fusiliers, he was 
commissioned into the 1/7th Battalion 
Lancashire Fusiliers in May 1918. He 
was killed on the 30  September 1918 
aged 29 years.  

The rededication for Frank Wood was 
attended by his great nephew Chris.  
Over three days, services were 
conducted for Frank and other newly 
identified remains in five separate 
cemeteries, all organised by the Joint 
Casualty and Compassionate Centre 
and attended by Regimental 
representatives and local dignitaries. 
The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission provided the headstones.  
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Remembrance 2022 
At the Garden of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honouring the fallen from Sunderland  
 

lex Hendry, from Silksworth, Sunderland, spent 22 years in 1 FUSILIERS, 
retiring in 2003 as a WO2. 	

Every year he spends the week before Remembrance Sunday touring Sunderland’s 
cemeteries to lay a cross and a message of 
thanks on each known grave of a former Fusilier 
– 43 in total.	

Most service personnel who died during the two 
World Wars were buried in the areas where they 
fell.  Sunderland’s graves are probably those of 
combatants injured in conflict and shipped 
home, only to die as a result of their injuries.	

Alex decided to start his annual pilgrimage after 
a member of the Fusiliers’ Association 

A 

The Asst Regt Sec 
and Ms Julie Lok, 

RHQ Admin by the 
Fusilier plot 

Rear view of the Regt 
Sec greeting Queen 

Camilla 
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(Northumberland) pointed out that while the graves are well cared for, many of them 
do not get visitors.	

He was overwhelmed by the support for his idea: 

“I asked for poppy crosses and people just gave me so many.  I change the wording on them every year 
– sometimes it is a poem, sometimes just words.”	

Alex also places poppy crosses and messages on the more recent war graves from 
Korea, The Gulf and Afghanistan, who are not Fusiliers.   

"Many young people from Sunderland volunteer their service to this country in all branches of the 
Armed Forces and many do not return.  They shall never be forgotten and we will always be grateful 
for their sacrifice.” 

 

Remembrance in Sunderland 
 

n Sunday 13 November the City of Sunderland held its Remembrance 
Day Parade with the crowds gathering on a 

fine November morning. Before the parade, Fusiliers 
from far and wide met at the Gunners Club where the 
Fusilier Association (Northumberland) hold their monthly 
meetings. It was clear that the Fusilier contingent 
outnumbered veterans from the other Associations, even 
from the City’s local regiments  

At 1000hrs the marchers made their way to the start of 
the parade. For the first time Alex Hendry led the 
standard party for the City, putting the Hackle right out at 
the front of the parade.  The City fell solemnly silent for 
1100hrs, the bugler played a fine Last Post with cannons 
fired to mark the beginning and end of the two minutes’ 
silence. 

After the service, the Associations formed up for march 
past round and salute. Pip Ridley carried the Sunderland 
Branch Standard and Mick Sparks was the Fusiliers’ 
Parade Marshal instilling good drill and smart turnout. 

After the parade there was the annual photo call at the Cenotaph, followed by 
refreshments and a great buffet for the Fusiliers at the the Live Lounge in the City. 
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Chairman Dave McKenna made a speech and thanks, followed by a raffle with some 
prizes donated by Mac and Kim, friends from Newcastle Branch. 

 

Remembrance in Lancashire 
 
 

 

Colonel Lancashire, Brigadier Jim Taylor, with the 
Mayor and members of W Company 5 FUSILIERS 
at the Town Hall in Bury after the Remembrance 
Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W Company 5 
FUSILIERS and 
Fusilier 
Association 
(Lancashire) at 
the Rochdale 
service 
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The Fusilier Association at the Cenotaph Parade 
 

embers of the Fusiliers 
Association prior to the 

Cenotaph Remembrance Parade on 13 
November, led by Chair of the 
Association Maj Gen (Retd) Paul 
Nanson.	

 

 

 

 

RHQ (N) Inkerman Lunch 2022 
he annual RHQ (N) Inkerman Lunch took place in the Gallipoi Room, RHQ (N) 
on Friday 11 November.  Hosted by Colonel Lancashire, Brigadier Jim Taylor, 
guests included the Lord Lieutenant and Mayors of the cities and towns who are 

staunch supporters of the Regiment. 
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A Ghost story for Christmas – a first exorcism 
anon, The Reverend Keith Punshon tells a story for Christmas 

 

“Would you like to come and serve a tour with us in 
Bosnia, Canon?” The Commanding Officer of 38 
Regiment Royal Engineers, who were based in 
Ripon where I served as a Canon Residentiary at 
the Cathedral had a problem. His Padre had been 
taken ill just before their Bosnia deployment, and 
knowing that I was still a serving TA Chaplain with 
the old 5 RRF (V), wanted to know if I would be 
willing and able to volunteer. I got the permission 
of Dean and Chapter, and the Bishop, did some 
further training and shipped out.  

Once in Bosnia the Engineers couldn’t go to the 
Cathedral as they would normally do for Remembrance Sunday, Christmas and 
Easter, so I came to them. 

My Chapel at the abandoned metal factory in Gornji Vakuf where they were 
based, consisted of two modular temporary cabins slammed together, with a 
sign saying “Ripon Cathedral Annex” over the door.  

The Engineers were dispersed at many locations around the country, most based 
in disused factories and the like, alongside ethnically cleansed neighbourhoods.  
They did wonderful jobs, basically rebuilding the place, teaching mine awareness 
to schools and looking after the NATO forces in theatre. I used to travel around 
the country with my armed guards (!), staying over occasionally and generally 
loitering with intent, supporting them.  

There were few lit streets, and in any event, houses were largely gutted. One 
dancehall was a gaping, open shell with the glitter ball still hanging high above 
the debris. Bullet holes were everywhere. War crimes abounded as neighbours 
murdered neighbours and in Gonji Vakuf invaders and others were particularly 
cruel and brutal. 

I immediately felt at home in the metal factory where I lived because I often 
encountered the feathers of Fusilier Hackles lying scattered on the ground ! 
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One day I was dispatched to one location, another 
factory, where the lads felt spooked.  Many hundreds of 
people had apparently been butchered and acid bathed 
within the factory walls and knowing this, the young 
soldiers were feeling very uneasy. They had asked for the 
Padre. 

When I arrived, I told them that I would deal with it – not 
all clergy are trained and experienced in exorcism !  

Most folk who experience haunting have other issues in any event, and most are 
not Churchgoers. Many doubt the whole business anyway, and that includes 
secular-minded clergy.  

But the experienced and the trained clergy were not in Bosnia, so I had to deal 
with it.   

I had taken my Padre’s kit so celebrated communion where the soldiers said they 
felt coldest and most uneasy. I told them that lost souls, wandering around 
bewildered and tortured before they went to Heaven, would be signposted the 
way to go home by the service and be safe.  

I dramatically prayed for the troubled souls to be found by God, with candles 
and by the liberal sprinkling of Holy Water. 

It was quite a show, and with my best Cathedral voice booming out proclaimed 
that the poor souls were finally at peace, and that the soldiers would no longer 
be disturbed.  

So far as the Engineers were concerned I had the authority to lay souls to rest 
and they found comfort and solace in what I had performed.  

There was a definite atmosphere in that factory when I arrived, and its 
disturbance felt lightened afterwards. How can you explain atmospherics in 
buildings?  

In thanks, those amazing, talented lads made chain mail and armour, jousting 
swords, and helmets for Knights, and did battle in a celebratory tournament. I 
did not expect that.  

With 1,350 years of worship, Ripon Cathedral gives me a mental hug whenever I 
go into it. It feels warm and embracing. A prison I used to visit as a Magistrate 
was the very opposite. The soldiers told me after the exorcism that their base 
felt more secure and less pained.  
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Most modern theology doesn’t take this traditional perspective seriously and 
many instances of bumps in the night tend to be the result of teenagers going 
through a bad patch and having nightmares. But so very rarely in my ministry I 
have experienced the inexplicable.  

In the case of Bosnia, right-minded young British soldiers had encountered the 
reality of human evil, just as their grandfathers had in Belsen and Dachau. Their 
British values about what was right and what was evil made me proud to belong 
to these young lads and lasses, and happy to take away their pain into my old 
grey hairs to deal with, as best as I could.  I still feel the pain of that place, just 
as I can still hear the two Birmingham Pub bombs go off, when I was a Curate in 
Brum, which claimed the life of a 21 year old girl parishioner. That single event 
made me join up as a Padre.  

I celebrated Christmas Midnight Communion on Christmas Eve in Gorji Vakuf in 
my Cathedral Annex, and in the early hours afterwards, I walked behind the 
walls of the factory under a bright moonlit sky making a Cathedral roof of stars. I 
visited the guards on duty, thought about all the families at home and then 
reflected on my first exorcism. In the distance I heard gunfire echo around the 
hills. Celebratory or conflict? I do not know. But I had the real sense of the Holy 
Family of that first Christmas following their star, walking as refugees in our 
hostile world, reminding us today of a message it was important still for us to 
hear.” 

Reverend Keith has been an honorary Padre to the FUSILIERS  for many years and many of you will 
know him for his succinct and rousing services.  He is retiring as the Honorary Chaplain at the end of 
the year and the Regiment dined him out at the annual Officers Dinner on 25 November 2022. 

People & Places 
ABF Fundraising never stops... 

L-R:  SMI Stewart Graham, Warwickshire ACF, Harry Morton 
of the Warwick Branch of the Fusilier Association (Warwickshire) 
and Col Bob Carruthers, Association Chairman, collecting £563 for 
the Army Benevolent Fund at the Warwick Racecourse on 1 
November during a torrential storm. Their plan went well as the 
punters obviously felt sorry for the ancient warriors. (Bob’s 
description not mine. Ed) 
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The Fusiliers take over Army HQ  

On 24 November, it became clear how influential the Regiment has become at Army 
HQ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for an as-yet unknown Fusilier 

Maj (Retd) David Sewell, former Grenadier Guards, sent us the following: 

“I hope through your Newsletter I may be able to express my thanks to one of your Fusilier veterans, 
who was marshalling at the start of the queue for HM’s Lying in State. Your action in directing a 
former Grenadier with a walking stick to short circuit some of the countermarching  was much 
appreciated.  You will know who you are as I told you I had been the Captain of The Queen’ Guard on 
the night Michael Fagin broke into the Palace.” 

 
 

 

L-R:  Maj Chris Danby SO2 Army Org, Brig Mike Butterwick, Brigadier General 
Staff, Lt Col John Gammon SO1 CASTLE and Lt Col Bruce Weston (now RANG 

and about to be promoted Colonel) SO1 General Staff.  All are former 2 
FUSILIERS 
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Notices 
Fusiliers Direct Christmas Chocolate 

Fusiliers Direct is selling Fusiliers-branded a Cadburys advent calendar, a chocolate bar 
and a Toblerone bar.  See the links below for the details. 

 

  
https://fusiliersdirect.co.uk/collections/presentation-gifts/products/cadburys-santa-advent-calendar-95g-
fusiliers 
https://fusiliersdirect.co.uk/collections/presentation-gifts/products/toblerone-bar-360g-fusiliers 
https://fusiliersdirect.co.uk/collections/presentation-gifts/products/santa-cadbury-chocolate-bar-350g-fusiliers 
  
 

 

Op TELIC 20 Reunion Weekend – 17-18 March 2023 

It is nearly 20 years since the 1 FUSILIERS Battle Group paved the way for the invasion 
of Iraq on Op TELIC. To celebrate this historic event, a weekend reunion will take place 
open to all Fusiliers who took part in Op TELIC 1.   

This Regimentally supported event will take place in Newcastle Upon Tyne over the 
weekend 17 – 18 March 2023.   An informal get together in Newcastle on the Friday 
night will allow a catch up with old friends, before a more structured event on Saturday 
18 March using the 5 FUSILIERS Anzio House Army Reserve Centre as the focal point. 
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Maj Ed Rutherford (QM 1 FUSILIERS) and a small Committee are running the event and 
a private Facebook group has been set up, titled “Fusiliers Op TELIC 20 Anniversary”. 
Please feel free to pass on this information to other members of the Battalion who 
served from 2003.    

Maj Rutherford and the Committee are looking forward to seeing as many Op TELIC 
Fusilier friends as possible. 

 

The Terry Crowley Memorial Dinner – Note change of date to 22 April 2023 

For all 1RF and FUSILIERS London Branch members, please note that the Terry 
Crowley Memorial Dinner will take place on Saturday 22 April 2023 in the Association 
room at RHQ FUSILIERS.   The evening will commence at 1900 hrs.  The cost is £40 
per head for members and their ladies.  The seating is restricted to 50. Full details will 
follow in December’s issue of “The White Hackle”. 

 
The initial Census 2021 results for the Armed Forces 

On week of Remembrance, the Office of National Statistics (ONS) revealed that there 
were 1.85 million veterans in England and Wales at the time of the 2021 Census and 
launched a Veterans survey with the Office for Veterans’ Affairs (OVA).   

Both the ONS and the OVA want to hear from as many of those veterans and their 
families as possible, via a  to help design better policies and services to meet their 
needs.  It aims to learn more about the lives of the UK Armed Forces community, 
veterans and their families. Further information and the survey can be found by clicking 
this Veterans Survey link: Veterans Survey 

 

Two other Veteran Surveys are now available 

1. UK Veteran responses will help the government better understand the 
experiences, needs and wellbeing of our veteran community, and therefore 
inform decisions across government to improve veterans' support and services.	

https://studies.ons.gov.uk/s/VeteransSurvey 
 

2. A short survey for UK Veterans to tell us about your experiences claiming 
financial support, compensation through the Armed Forces Compensation 
Scheme (AFCS) or War Pensions.  The survey is open for responses from 1 
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November 2022 until 1 February 2023.  Please click the link below to be taken to 
the online survey page (responses are anonymous and it should take only a few 
minutes) 

https://veteranssurvey.uk/   
 

SaluteMyJob Opportunities 

SaluteMyJob's clients are looking specifically for people from the Armed Forces 
community to fill these and other roles. If you can't see the right role, please register 
and upload your CV here and they will let you know if they find a suitable opportunity. 
There are also many more jobs to view on their marketplace. 

 
 
STAFF INSTRUCTOR, DUBAI 

A great opportunity to engage in an exciting project to develop a cadet 
organisation in the Middle East. 6 month contract initially, with potential for 
longer term employment.  Dubai £2,300 per month, tax free 

TRAINING MANAGER  
Our client is looking for an ex-military Training Manager to manage the delivery 
of training, both internally and externally to contractors and/or client’s teams. 
London. £55-65k 
 
PROJECT MANAGER  
Our client is seeking an ex-military Project / Planning Manager to be responsible 
for the planning and execution of projects across all areas of the 
business. London. £65k 
 
ENGINEERING PROJECT MANAGER 
Are you ex-military with experience in engineering or logistics, along with 
excellent communication skills? Then this role to manage relationships and 
projects on customer sites across the UK could be for you.  Crawley.  £45-60k 
 
PROJECT MANAGER 
Due to our client's growth in commercial and large-scale solar projects, they are 
looking for a dynamic project manager who will manage projects from award of 
contract to completion to ensure the projects are delivered on schedule and to 
the highest quality and safety standards. Bristol. £55k 
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OPERATIONS MANAGER 
Ex-military operations manager needed for sites on country estates in 
Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and Kent. £30k+flat 

FIELD SERVICE TECH - ELECTRICAL 
Our clients Field Service Technicians are responsible for ensuring that their 
customer's machinery and equipment remain at optimum performance.  
Nationwide.  £39-42k 

ELECTRICIANS 
Covering small domestic installations to large industrial systems, on a variety of 
roof types and heights; the perfect candidate should be comfortable getting 
involved in all aspects of works, from initial site survey to commissioning and 
certification.  Nationwide. £40-52k 
 
SOLAR PANEL INSTALLERS 
Our client is continuing to grow and are always interested in hearing from 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable people who would like to join their team. 
They offer a friendly working environment, competitive rates of pay and the 
chance to be involved in some of the most interesting renewables projects in the 
UK.  South West.  £31k 
 
VEHICLE MECHANIC 
As a Vehicle Mechanic, you’ll have a role that’s out of the ordinary. You will carry 
out the inspection, servicing, repair and overhaul of a wide range of military 
vehicles, assemblies, electrical, small arms, armament and general equipment.  
Various locations across UK.  £27k + benefits 

 
SECURITY CONCIERGE  
A self-motivated site-officer is required to join the on-site Facilities Team to 
assist with the daily operation of a leading, independent boarding school. Greater 
London. £11.87 p/h 
 
FINANCIAL COACH 
Becoming a Financial Coach with our client is a flexible, rewarding and 
meaningful way to develop your self-employed career whilst also helping others 
to achieve financial peace of mind. Want to find out more?  Remote/Nationwide. 
£20-30k 
 
PRINT ROOM ADMINISTRATOR    
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Core duties involves managing administrative processes and records to reflect 
the high standards of our client.  London.  £21k (term time only) 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT - PRIVATE OFFICE 
Do you have excellent planning and organisational skills, with experience 
managing multiple projects simultaneously? Then this role could be for you. 
Windsor.  £40-50k  
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Fusiliers Direct – our ‘PRI” partner 
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How to contribute 
Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family.  Articles 
should be no more than 150 words, ideally with a good photo and caption.  Get them to 
fusiliernews@outlook.com  by the 25th of each month. 

Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account. 

Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy and 
whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them.  Any 
mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended. 

 

Editorial policies 
Photos 

The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that those 
submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation, obtained consent 
to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this is not the case or has a 
DPA related concern should contact the Editor. 

Non Endorsement of products or services 

The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts as we do not want to be 
seen as endorsing or approving the product or service in question.  The only 
endorsements / adverts allowed in the Newsletter are those from Fusiliers Direct or 
those that directly benefit the Regiment. 

Obituaries and Deaths 

Obituaries are published in the annual Fusilier Journal, not this Newsletter.  Significant 
deaths of Fusiliers during the year are reported by a Notice sent out by RHQ 
FUSILIERS. 

 
 


