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A Fusilier honoured 
The MTWO of 5 FUSILIERS, WO2 David Whitfield, was awarded the MBE in the 
2021 New Year Honours list, for his work at 4 Brigade where he took on the 
considerable duties of other staff who were deployed elsewhere.  Congratulations from 
the Col of the Regt and all the Fusilier family. 

 

Fusilier Networking 
ollowing the Col of the Regt’s New Year message to all the Fusilier 
Family, Alan Shepherd, a former Fusilier, and now an MOD Civilian at HQ 1 ISR 

Bde writes the following: 

 

“I was 
captivated by 
the Colonel’s 
sentiment 
within his 
closing 
direction to 
us. I quote. 

‘So, as 2021 begins, keep safe, 
keep smiling and keep moving 
forward. Look out for each other 
and remember, OAFAAF’. 

So, In my quest to reach 
forward and look out for my 
veteran brothers and sisters of 
our fine regiment, allow me to 
introduce myself. I’m a Ministry 
of Defence Civil servant, 
working at 1* level for the 
1st Intelligence Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Brigade.  

After serving the 3rd, 1st and 
2nd Battalions until 1995, I very 
quickly discovered that I 
missed giving service to the 
Crown, after being made 
redundant as a scaffolder. 
Becoming an MOD employee 
has more than fullfilled a need 
to serve alongside our Armed 
Forces. 

Let me cut to the chase, If 
during this testing time you find 
yourself unemployed, do keep 
moving forward by searching 
online for CSJOBS. Create an 
account and get searching and 
for hundreds of opportunities 
within the Civil Service.  Still 
walking alongside you all. 
OAFAAF.” 

F 



 
 
 

 
 

Amazing Histories from C Coy 5 FUSILIERS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Did you know...? 

 
Actor James Booth played the 
role of cockney scoundrel 
Private Henry Hook in the film 
Zulu. We’ve all seen it. But the 
truth is quite the opposite, as 
Henry Hook was in real life 
quite a religious person from 
East London. 
 
After leaving the 2nd Bn the 
South Wales Borderers, Henry 
had a varying career in the 
“Volunteers”, the former term 
for the modern Reservists.   
 
He finally settled into the 1st 

Volunteer Battalion Royal Fusiliers (1st VB RF) whose descendant unit is C 
Company, 5 FUSILIERS now located at Balham.  Henry reached the dizzy 
heights of Sergeant before his death at the age of 54 in 1905. 
 
At his funeral, a contingent of Volunteer Royal Fusiliers marched behind 
his coffin in full ceremonial uniform. 
 

 
 

By courtesy of the Fusiliers London Volunteer Museum 

Henry Hook - Soldier James Booth – Actor 
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Victoria Cross Research 
ictoria Crosses at the Fusilier Museums (Alnwick) and (London) proved 
central to new research into the medal, published in 2020.  

Archaeologist Dr (and retired Lt Col) 
Andrew Marriott, formerly of the First 
and Second Battalions, used a process 
called X-ray fluorescence spectrometry 
to establish the metallic composition 
of fifty VCs, spanning conflicts from 
the Crimean War, when the award was 
instituted, to Op HERRICK in 
Afghanistan. 

The results, with previously 
unpublished data from the Royal 
Armouries, confirm that VCs come 
from multiple sources and are usually 
bronze or brass, but some are of 
copper, probably provided by The 
Royal Mint.  

The long-held belief that their metal 
comes from guns captured from the 
Russians at Sebastopol now appears 

to be a myth. More plausibly, VCs 
were first cast from the metal of 
captured guns early in the Great War, 
and those cannon were likely Chinese 

relics taken in 1860.  

The Royal Fusilier Dease VC, the first 
gazetted for WW1, proved to be an 
important marker in the study which 
also established the authenticity of a 
lost Inkerman VC recently recovered 
from the Thames. 

 

Memorial to the battle of Lebisey in 1944 
 

o mark the battles of 77 years ago on D Day and at Lebisey, Caen and in 
Normandy, there is to be a memorial plaque at the scene of the Lebisey 

battle.  This was fought with great loss by the 2nd Battalion the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment.  It was key to the success of the invasion, as Lebisey was seen as the 

stepping stone to Caen. 

This is an initiative by the Mayor of d'Herouville St Claire 
(Lebisey) and the local authority.  It is supported by the ‘Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment 1944 Re-enactors’, the Fusilier Museum 
(Warwick) and the Friends of the Museum. It is being funded by 

V 

T 

Bruker Tracer 
III XRF 
examination of 
a VC.  

Courtesy Firepower 
Museum 
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donations and JustGiving crowd funding. The cost of the plaque is £1,800 and the 
French authorities will pay for its installation. It bears the inscription in both English 
and French. 

The site will be on the Rue de Perthius, Lebisey, a road that features in the battle, just 
off the D60 road. The unveiling, subject to COVID regulations, is planned for the 7 June 
2021, the anniversary of the Lebisey battle. 

The Re-enactors are embodied within the Fusilier Museum (Warwick) and the Friends of 
The Museum. Each re-enactor pays all his own expenses with monies raised going to 
charity and in particular the Museum. The Re-enactors site may be found on Facebook 
and other social media. 

 

Fusiliers Charitable funds assist our children 
o assist with their online school lessons during the 
third national lockdown, the Regiment’s charitable funds 
have assisted 20 families from both 1 and 5 FUSILIERS  by 

buying laptops for Fusilier children.

 

Notices 
Fusiliers Direct Product of the Month 
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The Fusilier Journal 2020 

For those who subscribe, the Fusilier Journal 2020 is now being printed and will be 
distributed in late February to early March. 

 

The 2021 Census in March 

In the March 2021 Census, for the first time there will be questions about the Armed 
Forces and veterans.  As a Regiment we encourage the Fusilier family to complete the 
Census and to pay particular attention to the ‘military’ questions. Only with good data 
can those involved in veterans’ welfare deliver the right support to the right people in 
the right places. 

Here are the full details from the Office for National Statistics (ONS): 

“The 2021 Census will include some new questions relating to service in the armed 
forces. This data will enable organisations across the country to fulfil their 
commitments to our service personnel, veterans and their families. 

By taking part in the Census, people can make sure that their community is 
represented and gets its share of public and other funding to ensure the provision of 
services now and in the future. And, for serving and/or former members of the armed 
forces, it is vital that they complete the Census so that services can be provided or 
adapted to their needs and those of their families. 

The next official Census date is Sunday 21st March 2021, but Census 2021 will be the 
first time that everyone will be able to complete the Census online at any time from the 
beginning of March 2021. 

A Census has taken place in England every ten years since 1801 (with the exception of 
1941). A Census gathers information about our society so that appropriate services can 
be put in place for everyone to enjoy now and in the future. 

Everyone will receive a letter with their unique access code and will be able to complete 
the Census online using any device. Help will be available if needed by phone, email or 
text. People will also be able to use web-chat or social media or drop into a Covid-
compliant Census Support Centre. Guidance will be available in a range of languages 
and accessible formats, and the paper option will still be available if needed. 

The Census is run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) which operates completely 
independently of government and of any private sector interests. 
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All information submitted for the Census is stored securely and anonymised. No 
personal data is ever sold nor is it shared with any other government department. 
Information from the Census is only released after 100 years when descendants may 
be tracing their own family history.” 

Please make sure that you support your communities and armed forces by participating 
in Census 2021, and by sharing this information with other serving or former members 
of the armed forces. 

 

Central Branch RRF Association's Annual dinner  

This will be held on Saturday 10th October 2021 at the Village Hotel, Coventry Business 
Park, Dolomite Avenue, Coventry CV5 6US.  Those interested in attending should put 
the date in their diaries now.  Further details to follow. 
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How to contribute 
Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family.  Articles 
should be no more than 150 words, ideally with a good photo and caption.  Get them to 
fusiliernews@outlook.com  by the 25th of each month. 

Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account. 

Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy and 
whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them.  Any 
mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended. 

 

Editorial policies 
Photos 

The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that those 
submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation, obtained consent 
to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this is not the case or has a 
DPA related concern should contact the Editor. 

Non Endorsement of products or services 

The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts. However, on occasions, 
we will publish details of former Fusiliers’ products or services for sale.  We do this in 
the spirit of family goodwill but our publication is not an endorsement or seal of 
approval of the product or service in question.  As always, caveat emptor – let the 
buyer beware 
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