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Fusilier on top of the world 
he Colonel of the Regiment and all Fusiliers 
congratulate 1 FUSILIERS veteran Philip Clough 

who, on Tuesday 11 May at 0530 local time, successfully 
reached the summit of Mount Everest (29,000ft) as part of 
a mixed British-Bahraini expedition.  Phil was RSM of 1 
FUSILIERS between 2012 and 2014 and then commissioned 
as a LE officer. He has been working in Bahrain as a military 
advisor since 2015. Once again, many congratulations. 

 

 

St George’s Day in Seaham, Northumberland 
he Sunderland Branch of the Fusilier Association (Northumberland) held 
a St Georges Day service on the eve of St George’s Day. The reason for this 

was that it could be pushed out in local media 
on 23rd April and the Fusiliers could keep St 
Georges Day free to do their own 
celebrations.   

About 25 Fusilier Veterans gathered at 
“Tommies” in Seaham. Standards were on 
parade as the Fusilier Collect and prayers were 
said by Capt Alex Hendry, Branch Secretary. 
The Last Post was played and the two minutes 
silence was observed.  

The service was observed by many locals and a brief history of the Regiment was given 
in leaflet form to all those who looked on. The Service was organised by ex-Drum Major 
Dave McKenna. 

Sunderland Branch meetings will resume in the Gunners Club on the 1St Thursday in 
June at 2000hrs. All are welcome to attend. 

 

T 
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Welcome to Fusilier Officer Cadets 
wo Officer Cadets at RMA Sandhurst have both accepted unconditional offers 
of a commission into the Regiment, from Commissioning Course 203. They will, all 
going well, commission on 6 August 2021.  They are: 

 

• OCdt Barnaby Walker 

• OCdt Edward Turner (son of Charlie Turner, who 
served in all three regular FUSILIER Battalions) 

Welcome to them both. 

 

 

Op GRANBY Memorial Service & Gathering - Sun 4 Jul 21 
he Regiment commemorated the 
30th anniversary of the end of 

operations on Op GRANBY with a video 
service on 28th February 2021.  The Regiment 
will now hold, as originally planned, the Op 
GRANBY memorial service at the National Memorial 
Arboretum (NMA).  For those who served on Op 
GRANBY please read the event calling notice below. 

 
Background.  The Regiment will hold the Op GRANBY Memorial Service and Gathering 
on Sunday 4th July at the National Memorial Arboretum (NMA).  This is an invitation 
only event for the first 200 guests who register to attend the event. Please note that 
bereaved families will be sent an invitation letter as VIP guests. 

Outline of Event.  There are two parts: 

1. A Service, open to all Third Fusilier Battle Group OP GRANBY veterans, their 
families and the bereaved families, at the Fusilier Memorial, starting at 1145. 
The Service will be led by the Honorary Regimental Chaplain, the Reverend Keith 
Punshon. 

T 
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2. A Picnic Lunch within the grounds of the NMA.  Due to Covid restrictions, the 
numbers who are allowed into the NMA Aspects Functions suite will still be 
restricted on 4th July.  Therefore, a picnic lunch box will be provided to all 
guests.  A bar will be provided but guests will be allowed to bring their own 
beverages (no glass containers allowed). 

The Format of the Day. 

Attendees and guests arrive at the NMA. Cars and coaches will park at the NMA 
carpark.  Due to track and trace rules, all attendees will need to register their car 
details with RHQ before the event.  Car parking spaces will be reserved, and car 
parking will be free for attendees. 

There will be a dedicated desk in NMA reception, manned by the Fusilier Association 
(Warwickshire), and guests should book in for direction to the Fusilier Memorial. All 
attendees will need to log into the NMA using the NHS track and trace app and QR 
code. 

All assemble at the Memorial. The bereaved families will have priority on seating.  At 
1145 the Service will begin. 

At the end of the Service, there will have the chance to lay your own tributes at the 
Memorial and visit the NMA. 

Guests collect picnic lunch boxes. It is recommended that attendees bring their own 
picnic chairs/blankets and wet weather gear.  The Warwickshire Band will play during 
the picnic.  At the end, all guests are free to tour the NMA if they wish. 

Timings 

1030:  Welcome Desk open. 

1130:  RRF Band (Warwickshire) start playing at the Fusilier Memorial. 

1135:  All seated / in place at the Memorial. 

1145 – 1215:  Memorial Service. 

1215 onwards:  Tour NMA/ Collect picnic boxes – bar open at 1215. 

1230 – 1500:  Picnic. 

1500:  Disperse or tour NMA (self-sufficient). 
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The NMA address. 

The National Memorial Arboretum 
Croxall Road 
Alrewas 
Staffordshire DE13 7AR 
www.thenma.org.uk 

 

Coordinating Instructions. 

Dress 

Serving: SD with leathers and medals. 

Retired: Jacket/tie and medals. 

Cadets: MTP 

Car and coach parking 

Car Parking – free but you must register your vehicle details with RHQ prior to 
the event. 

Coaches are to drop off at NMA Reception, then park in the main carpark.  A 
suitable notice is needed in the coach window to help NMA marshals. 

Wet Weather arrangements.  The Service will continue as planned. All should dress 
for the weather on the day. 

NMA Buggies.   There will be 2 x NMA buggies available at Reception from 1030 to 
transport those with restricted mobility to the Fusilier Memorial. 

 

If you wish to attend the event, then please contact: chiefclerk@thefusiliers.org  and 
put in the header: OP GRANBY 4 JULY 

Please include the following details: 

• Names of Attendees: 

• Car Details:  Make, Model, VRN 

• Dietary Requirements: None/Vegetarian/Vegan 
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Field Marshal Sir Edward Blakeney commemoration 
ield Marshal Sir Edward 
Blakeney is one of the 

outstanding figures in the history 
of the Royal Fusiliers, having 
commanded the 2nd Battalion at the 
battle of Albuhera on 16 May 1811.  
Later he was Commander-in-Chief in 
Ireland for nearly thirty years. His 
portrait hangs in the Association Room 
at RHQ FUSILIERS. 

He became Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea in 1855 and 
then succeeded as Governor in 
September 1856. He died at the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea on 2nd August 1868. 

Field Marshal Blakeney’s tomb is in the 
small, closed Oak Lane Cemetery in 
Twickenham. In 2019, it was 
discovered that the tomb was in need 
of some attention.  The friends of Oak 
Lane Cemetery, along with the Royal 
Fusiliers Chapel committee, set out to 
carry out the necessary work, which 

was completed in 2020 during 
lockdown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 15th of May, a day before the 
210th anniversary of the Battle of 
Albuhera, a small commemoration 
service took place at the freshly 
attended tomb.  Members of the 
Fusiliers Association, Fusilier In 
Pensioners from the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea,  Fusilier Army Cadets from 
nearby Feltham and “Friends of the 
Oak Lane Cemetery” attended. 

Major (Retd) Bryan Whalley gave a 
reading and a wreath was laid by one 
of our cadets. 

. 

 

 

 
 

F 

In Pensioners Billy Knowles and 
George Reed 

Members of Feltham ACF Detachment 



 
 
 

 
 

 

The Royal Fusiliers Chapel Annual Memorial Lecture 
 

n 19 May we were very privileged to host a lecture presented by the Rt. 
Hon. and Rt. Revd. Lord Richard Chartres GCVO DD FSA. Lord Chartres is a 

former Bishop of London. 

The subject of the lecture was “1685 – England in Crisis”. The lecture was received by 
either attending at Holy Sepulchre Church in the City or online via a Zoom webcast. 
The feedback from both audiences has been very positive. No surprise there ! 

What a speaker. Lord Richard tied the incredibly turbulent events of the time very 
closely to those experienced by members of the Royal Fusiliers who were formed at 
that exact time by King James II at HM Tower of London. Former Colonels of the 
Regiment had key parts to play in the unfolding of events leading up to King James 
losing his crown to his daughter Mary and his son-in-law, Prince William of Orange. 

Thanks must go to Col (Retd) Mike Dudding, the Chairman of the Royal Fusiliers Chapel 
Committee for selecting the speaker and for starting this annual sequence of lectures 
some 6 years ago. He is open to suggestions for next year’s guest speaker. 

 

‘Bobby’ - the FUSILIERS’ former mascot  
t was the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment which had the black 

buck antelope as its mascot and 
when they amalgated into the 
the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers in 
1968, “Bobby” joined us.  As our 
wild antelope was an authorised 
mascot at the time, new pens were 
built and paid for by MoD at whichever 
barracks the mascot lived. MoD also 
paid for rations and vetinary care. 

As a wild animal he could only be 
tamed if he was bottle fed from birth. 
Several of the antelope mascots came 
from Whipsnade Zoo, but he was 
always called ‘Bobby’. 

In the early 2000s, it was agreed that 
Bobby should be quartered at RHQ 
FUSILIERS in HM Tower of London - 
after all, there had been a Royal 
Menagerie there in Henry VIII’s days. 

O 

I 

The antelope was part of the Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment’s cap badge 
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His pen was just inside the moat by 
the entrance where visitors had their 
tickets checked so he was admired by 
thousands of visitors. 

Sgt Martin, only a Fusilier when he 
first hand reared Bobby, treated him 
like a treasured pet. They had a great 
rapport. The last Bobby lived for 13 
years - far longer than the usual life 
for such a wild animal. 

While at the Tower of London, each 
day signs were displayed at each 
entrance to the moat, to warn others 
that the antelope was running loose in 
the moat. He was exercised twice daily 
for about an hour to the delight of 
tourists. Unfortunately, on one day 
when another Fusilier was exercising 
the animal in the moat, they met a 
woman with her dog off the lead with 
unfortunate consequences.  She was 
was the wife of the Major General 
Governor of the Tower and not long 

after this, the approval for Bobby to 
remain at the Tower was very sadly 
withdrawn. 

Once evicted from the Tower of 
London, the promoted Cpl Bobby 
spent some time with our Fusilier TA 
company in Coventry and ended its 
days in Palace Barracks, Belfast, 
roaming loose round the assault 
course. 

By now, MoD was looking hard at 
Regimental mascots and whether it 
was right to continue having them, 
especially the more exotic ones.  As 
an Indian Black Buck, ‘Bobby’ fell into 
this category, so for animal rights 
reasons, it was deemed inappropriate 
to continue having a ‘Bobby’.  
Although he had always been well 
looked after, the Regiment respected 
the decision and no further Bobbies 
were acquired.
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Notices 
Fusiliers Direct – Product of the Month 

 

The link to the Shooters Belt is here: 

Fusiliers Direct Shooters Belt 
 
London Area Forecast of events 

2021 

 
9 July City of London/ RRF Association Branch Reunion 

22 July  Korea veterans commemoration and lunch 

8 Sept 1RF/ RRF Association Branch Lunch 

16 Sept The Vintage Lunch 

4 Aug Pub Lunch 

23 Sept The Fusilier Officer’s Club (London) lunch 

4 Nov Pub lunch 

2 Dec Pub lunch 

8 Dec Carol Service 
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2022 

3 Feb Mozzagrogna commemoration (Pub Lunch) 

17 Feb The Fusilier Officer’s Club (London) lunch 

 

 

Sponsored Walk for Fusiliers Aid Society 

Former 3 FUSILIERS officer, Capt Malcolm Johnson, is walking the Cotswold Way in 
June to raise funds for the Fusilier Aid Society.  Its 105 miles long, over 7 days, 
averaging 15 miles a day.   

If you would like to sponsor Malcolm, visit his Just Giving page below.   

We all know how important a role FAS plays, providing assistance to serving or former 
members of the Regiment, including widows and dependents, who have fallen on hard 
times through no fault of their own. FAS also helps Fusiliers and their families who are 
bereaved, wounded or ill.  

Malcolm Johnston is fundraising for Fusiliers Aid Society (justgiving.com) 
 

Ulysses Trust – Funds for Reserves and Cadet adventurous expeditions  

The link to the page about Ulysses Trust funds is here – it is self-explanatory 

 
Ulysses Trust funds for Reserves and Cadet AT  
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How to contribute 
Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family.  Articles 
should be no more than 150 words, ideally with a good photo and caption.  Get them to 
fusiliernews@outlook.com  by the 25th of each month. 

Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account. 

Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy and 
whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them.  Any 
mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended. 

 

Editorial policies 
Photos 

The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that those 
submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation, obtained consent 
to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this is not the case or has a 
DPA related concern should contact the Editor. 

Non Endorsement of products or services 

The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts. However, on occasions, 
we will publish details of former Fusiliers’ products or services for sale.  We do this in 
the spirit of family goodwill but our publication is not an endorsement or seal of 
approval of the product or service in question.  As always, caveat emptor – let the 
buyer beware. 

Obituaries and Deaths 

Obituaries are published in the annual Fusilier Journal, not this Newsletter.  Significant 
deaths of Fusiliers during the year are reported by a Notice sent out by RHQ 
FUSILIERS. 

 
 


