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Gallipoli Day in Bury – Sun 24 April 
fter a Covid enforced break of 2 years, Fusiliers, Veterans, Cadets, and 
VIPs gathered in Bury in memory 

of the Gallipoli campaign in Turkey 
during the First World War. 

The bravery shown on the morning of April 
25, 1915, by the 1st Battalion of the 
Lancashire Fusiliers on the Gallipoli 
Peninsula has been remembered every 
year since then, and on Sunday 24 April 
the annual parade returned. 

The battle famously resulted in the famous 
award of “six VCs before breakfast”, but the 
successful capture of “W Beach”, resulted in 
almost 700 members of the Regiment being 
killed or wounded. 

 

 

 

 

After a service at Bury Parish Church, 
the parade marched through the town. 

 

 

[Courtesy of the Bury Times] 

 

 

A 

The Veterans Axemen lead the Parade off 

No 1 (Minden) Company, GM ACF 

W Company, 5 FUSILIERS  
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Lt Col Eric Davidson MBE DL 
The weekend was also the chance for the Regiment to honour Lt Col Eric 
Davidson’s long service to the Fusiliers.  He formed and was the President of The 

Band and Corps of Drums of the Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers (Lancashire); he was the 
driving force behind the Greater Manchester 
ACF Corps of Drums; his liasion with Bury 
Council was pivotal to the success of 
numerous Gallipoli parades and Remembrance 
Day services; and his dedication to the Royal 
British Legion and the provision of wreaths 
was well known. 

To mark Eric’s dedication and commitment to 
the Regiment, the Gallery in the Fusilier 
Museum (Bury) has been named in his honour.  
Thoroughly well deserved. 

Afternote 

After the above was written, we received the sad news that Eric had died on the 
morning of Thursday 12 May at home, following a long struggle with cancer. He was 
84. 

Eric was a loyal servant of the Regiment, the Fusilier Museum (Bury), two ACF 
Counties, the Band and Corps of Drums and the Royal British Legion. His indefatigable 
spirit and energy in all he did will be sorely missed.  

Following National Service in the RAF and a commission in 5 RRF (V), Eric served as 
Deputy Commandant ACF, Merseyside and Lancashire. He was a longstanding trustee 
of the Fusilier Museum (Bury) President of the Band and Corps of Drums (Lancashire) 
and a Freeman of Bury. His close and long links with Bury Council and Greater 
Manchester Police were a significant factor in the success of both Gallipoli and 
Remembrance Day parades across decades. 

He had had cancer for some time but we strongly suspect he held on to life to see his 
last Gallipoli Day – which he achieved.  Our condolences to his family and friends.   

A full obituary will appear in the Fusilier Journal 2022. 

 

The Col of the Regt thanking Lt Col 
Eric Davidson for his service 
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Award to Cadet Sergeant Mushkan Pradhan
n the evening of 27 April at 
Highbury Hall, Birmingham 

as part of his annual award 
ceremony, the Lord Lieutenant for 
the West Midlands presented Cadet 
Sergeant Mushkan Pradhan with an 
award marking the end of her year as 
the Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet.   

Major John Bartlett and Major Angela 
Notice (Warwickshire & West Midlands 
South ACF Training Officer) 
also presented her with a signed copy 
of the book ‘Stand up Straight’, by 
Major General Paul Nanson.  

This reflected Mushkan’s very 
successful year as the 
Lord Lieutenant's Cadet and for being 
an excellent ambassador for the 
Fusiliers. The presentation was made 
on behalf of the Citizens Trust, which 
raises money to support the ACF in 

Warwickshire and the southern part of 
the West Midlands.  

On being presented with the book 
Mushkan said, “I have really wanted 
this book and I’m thrilled to receive 
it”. 

 

Remembering the late WO2 John Thomson 
Tania Saxby, the sister of the late 5 FUSILIERS 
RSM and RQMS, WO2 John Thomson, visited RHQ 
FUSILIERS in April to mark the occasion of John’s 
birthday.  She was hosted by the Regt Sec, Col James 
Denny, who had served quite some time with John and 
knew him well.   

 

 

 

O 

(L to R) Major John Bartlett, Mrs 
Surekhaben Pradhan (mother) , Mushkan 

and Major Angela Notice 

Tania and the Regt Sec 
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Tania writes: 

“We had a great time at RHQ and the Tower on Tuesday. It was lovely to visit on John’s 
birthday. It made our visit even more memorable. 

We passed on our personal thanks via James Denny to 
everyone involved in making John’s Memorial Bench and 
presented them with a personalised card and some Fusilier 
roses. James was very touched by this. 

We also had a visit around the Fusilier Museum (London) as 
well tea and a chat with James.  It was lovely to hear some of 
his memories and stories of John over the years.” 

Thanks again for the visit and the memories.” 

 

Mill Hill School CCF Corps of Drums at the Cenotaph 
he St George’s Day Parade 
held at the Cenotaph by the 

Royal Society of Saint George is a 
highlight of the Mill Hill CCF 
calendar. Stepping off onto closed 
central London streets is an amazing 
experience, not one which is lost on 
the members of our mostly London-
based Corps of Drums. 

This year, in addition to the privilege 
of marking this important occasion at 
such significant London landmarks, 
there was a very decent attendance by 
spectators, mostly members of the 
public, but also a fair few excited 
parents waving from the side lines, 
delighted that their children are now 
back involved in these worthwhile 
events. 

The Cadet Drum Major, Rachael 
Cummings must be commended for 

re-building this Corps where most 
members have only been involved for 
a few months and have been trained 
from scratch. In June last year only 
three members remained, and it is 
testament to her enthusiasm and 

T 
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sound leadership, the Corps is as 
strong as it is today with such young 
members. Rachael has been assisted 
by the Lead Drummer Cdt Sgt Stas 
Forte and the Head of Fifes Cdt Cpl 
Dante Kuet. 

By far the toughest role, was that of 
the Bugler. 14 year old Cadet 
Alexander Hill stepped up to play the 
Last Post and Reveille. This, as all 
capable brass players will tell you, is 

not for the faint hearted. The silence, 
the expectation, the attention, the 
significance and opting to play on a 
vintage bugle rather that a finely built 
trumpet, makes this one of the most 
nerve wracking performances. 

Well done to Alex for a beautiful, 
dignified performance and to Rachel 
and her Corps of Drums for leading a 
splendid parade. 

  
 

 

The new Fusilier Museum (Warwick)  
uilding work has officially started on the new Fusilier Museum 
(Warwick) in Pageant House, Warwick town centre.  

Following the closure of Budbrook 
Barracks just outside Warwick in the late 
1950s the Museum relocated to St John’s 
House in Warwick and re-opened in 1960 
where it remained for almost 60 years. 
Co-located with the Regimental Area 
Headquarters, St John’s was the base for 
the Royal Warwickshire Regiment and its 
successor the Royal Regiment of 
Fusiliers until March 2020, when it was 
obliged to close due to COVID. 

With the loss of public funding in 2017, 
the Trustees determined that in order to ensure the long-term future of the Museum, 
alternative and smaller premises should be identified, and a new exhibition developed.  
Space in Pageant House in the centre of Warwick was offered to and accepted by the 
Trustees. 

B 

The front of the new Fusilier (Museum) Warwick 
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Visitors can expect to see a significant investment in the Museum and the overall 
experience. As well as new displays with items from the Museum’s collection and 
interactives, there will also be a new replica WW1 trench for visitors to experience. 

Local architects, specialist builders and restoration experts have already started work 
on the new Museum.  Pageant House is a Grade II listed building, owned by Warwick 
District Council and is currently the Mayor’s Parlour and Town Clerk’s office.  The new 
Fusilier Museum (Warwick) will be on the first floor of the building and conveniently 
located next door to the Tourist Information Centre.  

John Rice, Chairman of Trustees of The Fusilier Museum Warwick said  

“We are delighted to announce that The Fusilier Museum Warwick has not disappeared, and 
we will be back in the autumn with a new look and visitor experience for all to enjoy. Together 
with the recently opened Museum of the Queens Royal Hussars and the Warwickshire 
Yeomanry Museum, we are committed to preserving and telling the story of our part in 
Warwickshire’s contribution to this country’s military activities over the centuries. The 6th 
Regiment of Foot, the Royal Warwickshire Regiment and their successors, the Royal Regiment 
of Fusiliers have a long and proud history, and the Museum looks forward to welcoming 
visitors old and new when we re-open later in the year.” 

Until it opens visitors can still experience a taste of the Museum through four 
interactive touch screens located in the Warwick Tourist Information Centre, and the 
County’s libraries in Rugby, Bedworth 
and Coventry.  

The Fusilier Museum (Warwick) is 
home to the collections of 6th Foot The 
Royal Warwickshire Regiment and the 
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. It spans 
almost 350 years of the Royal 
Warwickshire’s history, from its 
inception in 1674 right through to the 
Fusiliers of today,including stories 
from more recent conflicts in Northern 
Ireland, The Balkans and Afghanistan. The new replica WW1 trench 
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People and Places 
The inaugural 1 FUSILIERS vs Fusilier Veterans golf match was held at Tidworth 

Garrison Golf Club on Thursday 28 April.  
Unsurprisingly, given the number of 
generous gimmes (a golfing term we 
understand), it was won by the 
Veterans. 

The following took part: Regt Sec, Regt 
Adjt, Charles Bishop, Mike Taylor, Billy 
Roe, Allen Warren, Paul Ormesher, 
Tommy Crook, Joe Brown, Billy Knowles 
(RHC pensioner) 

 

 

 

Wallsend Girls win the League and the Cups  

As part of the Regimental Youth Outreach 
programme the Regiment has been a long-
term sponsor of both the Wallsend Boys 
Club U16 Team and the Wallsend Girls U16 
Team.  Last month we reported the Boys’ 
success as the winners of the 
Northumberland County Cup. 

This month, it’s the Girls turn to be 
celebrated.  They have had an outstanding 
season, ending up winning the League, the 
County Cup, and the League Cup. Many 
congratulations to them all. 
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More from the HAC... 

We know our readers just love seeing pictures of officers in mess dress having dinner 
so here is another photograph. It was taken at the Light Cavalry HAC dinner night this 
month. It covers young serving officers through to Chelsea Pensioners. 

PS.  The Alt Text on Word describes the picture as “A group of men in red vests”.   

 

  

Fusiliers at Buckingham Palace 

The RHQ Chief Clerk Linda Humphries and her 
Yeoman Warder husband Terry, attended the ‘Not 
Forgotten Association’ Garden Party on 12 May at 
Buckingham Palace, in the presence of HRH Princess 
Anne and Rear Admiral Timothy Laurence.  Linda and 
Terry bumped into Fusiliers Ron and Lorna Owen and 
Carlton and Frances Boyce.  

 

  

 
 
 

L to R: Harry Isaac (1 FUSILIERS Mortar 
Officer), Malcolm Johnston (former  3 
FUSILIERS, Billy Knowles (Former Drum 
Major), George Spencer (former Royal 
Fusiliers), Brig Jim Taylor (Colonel 
Lancashire), John Turquand  (former  3 
FUSILIERS and frequent appearance on 
these photos…) 

Ron & Lorna Owen, 
watched over by YW Terry 

Humphries 
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The British Memorial at Arromanches-les-Bains, Normandy  

 

Former Fusiliers John Seymour  and Richard Curtis took a break 
from their cruise on the River Seine to visit the British Memorial at 
Arromanches-les-Bains, Normandy.  They laid a wreath on behalf 
of the Fusilier Association, watched by about 80 fellow passengers 
from the cruise. 

 

 

 

Notices 
The Fusilier Gathering 2022 – 9 July 

he Fusilier Gathering (FG22) will be 
held on Saturday 9 July 2022 at the 

Heart of England Conference Centre, 
Fillongley, Coventry.   

It will be the first Fusilier Gathering since 
2013.  We really want you to join us.  We know 
that the Fusiler family want more gatherings 
and this is an excellent example of what we 
can do. 

Full details can be found at 
https://thefusiliers.org/fusilier-gathering-22/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 
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Fusiliers Direct – Product of the Month 

 

 

 

 

Sheldon Branch 40th Anniversary Dinner - Saturday 10 September 2022 

The Sheldon Branch 40th Anniversary Dinner will be held on Saturday 10 September at 
the Army Reserve Centre, Barrows Lane, Sheldon, Birmingham B26 3BE. The Branch 
was formed in 1982 and officially opened by Lt General Sir Jeremy Reilly KCB  DSO. 

The cost will be £25 and includes entertainment from the Regimental Band and the 
singer Steve James to accompany the dancing. The bar will open at 1830 until 2330. 

Dress code is DJ or lounge suit with Regimental tie. 

The guest of honour is Lt Col S Burton MBE, Colonel Warwickshire. 

A chance to catch up with old friends and make new ones. 

To book tickets, contact Honorary Secretary Neil Gregory on 0121 748 3007 or 07852 
423083. 
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Central Branch RRF Annual Dinner – Saturday 8 October 2022 

The venue is The Village Hotel, Dolomite Avenue, Coventry Business Park CV4 9GZ,  

The cost of the dinner will be £35 per person, which is a three-course dinner with wine. 
Anyone wishing to attend without the meal, the cost will be £20 per person. The 
Warwickshire Band will be playing during dinner. Booking should be made no later than 
the 6th September 2021.  Request a booking form from Peter Fazakerley at 
petedeb@talktalk.net 

Telephone bookings only for room reservations: 024 7671 9101  

Accommodation cost will be £80 double room & £70 single room, bed & breakfast 
inclusive. When booking your room please use the reference: “Fusiliers”. 

The evening will commence at 1900hrs, all guests are requested to be seated by 
2000hrs. After dinner entertainment will be by Maximus Sounds Roadshow and 
Warwickshire Corps of Drums. 

Dress for the evening will be either evening suits, lounge suits or blazers and medals. 
The dress for ladies is smart alternative. 

 

 

 

Op TELIC 20 Reunion Weekend – March 2023 

It is nearly 20 years since the 1 FUSILIERS Battle Group paved the way for the invasion of Iraq on 
Op TELIC. To celebrate this historic event, a weekend reunion will take place open to all Fusiliers 
who took part in Op TELIC 1.   

The intention is to hold a Regimentally supported event in March 2023.  Exact locations, dates (most 
likely 17-18 March 2023) and timings are still to be confirmed.  

Maj Ed Rutherford (QM 1 FUSILIERS) and a small Committee are putting a plan together and would 
like to start spreading the word now to maximise interest and attendance.  

A private Facebook group has been set up titled “Fusiliers Op TELIC 20 Anniversary”. Please feel 
free to pass on this information to other members of the Battalion who served from 2003.  Further 
details will follow but Maj Rutherford and the Committee are looking forward to seeing as many Op 
TELIC Fusilier friends as possible. 
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How to contribute 
Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family.  Articles 
should be no more than 150 words, ideally with a good photo and caption.  Get them to 
fusiliernews@outlook.com  by the 25th of each month. 

Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account. 

Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy and 
whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them.  Any 
mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended. 

 

Editorial policies 
Photos 

The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that those 
submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation, obtained consent 
to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this is not the case or has a 
DPA related concern should contact the Editor. 

Non Endorsement of products or services 

The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts as we do not want to be 
seen as endorsing or approving the product or service in question.  The only 
endorsements / adverts allowed in the Newsletter are those from Fusiliers Direct or 
those that directly benefit the Regiment 

Obituaries and Deaths 

Obituaries are published in the annual Fusilier Journal, not this Newsletter.  Significant 
deaths of Fusiliers during the year are reported by a Notice sent out by RHQ 
FUSILIERS. 

 
 


