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Op GRANBY Memorial Video – 28 Feb 21 

Operation GRANBY was the Allied campaign to eject Iraqi forces from Kuwait 

in 1991.  The 30th anniversary of the cessation of hostilities will be Sunday 28 

February 2021.  To commemorate this, the Regiment had originally 

planned a Memorial Service.  Due to the COVID restrictions, we cannot 

do this as a live service, so we have commissioned a video service 

instead.   

This will be released at 1000 Sun 28 Feb on the Fusiliers YouTube 

channel.  It is about 25 minutes long, with a service led by our 

Regiment Chaplain and reflections from those of 3 FUSILIERS 

battlegroup who were there at the time.   

You can see our channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXuDkz-

G7SzkeD_PiuIunjQ.  Visit it after 1000 Sun 28 Feb or subscribe and you will 

automatically be alerted to the release of the video. 

We hope it will allow the Regimental family and those who served with us to pay their 

respects to the fallen, to remember those who were injured and who continue to suffer 

today and finally, to remember all in the Third Fusilier Battlegroup who served together 

to liberate Kuwait. 

 

 

Former adversary picks up Fusilier tips 

ormer Fusilier Lee Phillips, now 

the  Senior Overseas Security 

Manager at the British Embassy 

Baghdad, recently visited Gen Hamid, the 

International Zone commander, with a copy 

of General Paul Nanson’s book “Stand up 

Straight”.  General Paul says “Hamid was at 

Sandhurst in 1987. He then came to see me 

when I was Commandant. A nice man - even 

though we were on opposite sides 30 years 

ago! “ 

 

F 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXuDkz-G7SzkeD_PiuIunjQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXuDkz-G7SzkeD_PiuIunjQ
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Fusiliers on the Lt Col “Pink List” 

he Colonel of the Regiment and all Fusiliers congratulate the following on their 

selection on the promotion to Lt Col “Pink List” 2021, and selection for the Army 

Command and Staff Course (ACSC). 

Regular Officers 

• Maj John Gammon, currently 2IC 1 FUSILIERS, to be Lt Col in 2022 

• Maj (now Lt Col) Robin Smith, selected in 2020 

Reserve Officers 

• Maj David Broadbent 

Selected for ACSC September 2021 

• Lt Col David Falconer 

• Lt Col Andrew Swann 
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Another amazing story from C Company 5 FUSILIERS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

id you know? 

 
Thomas Hughes made sure he was first on the list to join the newly formed 19th 

Middlesex Rifle Volunteer Corps in 1859. As time went by the 19th evolved into 

C Company, 5 FUSILIERS, now located at Balham. 

 
Little known today but Thomas Hughes was the author of “Tom Browns School 

Days”, a reflection of his own time spent at Rugby School. 

 
In the 1880s after his service, Thomas moved to the United States. In 1912 his 

daughter Lilian was on her way to visit him on the RMS Titanic.  She sadly lost 

her life when it struck the iceberg on 14 April. 

 

 
 

By courtesy of the Fusiliers London Volunteer Museum 
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More information about Private Henry Hook VC 

ollowing last month’s story from C Company 5 FUSILIERS about Private 

Henry Hook VC, Dr John Black sent RHQ some further information.  He writes: 

“Although I have no direct link to the RRF 

or its predecessors, I served as a Regular 

in the RAMC and in the Territorial Army 

RAPC, attaining the rank of sergeant in 

both.   

However a friend of mine printed off a copy 

of your monthly communique. A note on 

Private Henry Hook VC.  He was born at 

Churcham, Gloucestershire, and is also 

buried there in St Andrew's Churchyard.   

In 1971-2, I was attached to the then 1st Bn Royal Regiment of Wales (RRW) in 

Belfast, and being a student on the history of the British Army, learnt much 

about the origins of the RRW, including a later visit to Hook's resting place.   

The film Zulu not only character assassinated the image of Henry Hook, but 

others as well including Assistant Commissary Dalton.  He was not a clipped-

voiced former commissioned Victorian Army Officer, as depicted in the film, but 

formerly a sergeant major in the 90th Regiment of Foot.  Dalton was the only 

one of the defenders who had experienced life under fire.  He persuaded 

Lieutenants Bromhead and Chard to stay put and defend the Rorke's Drift 

Mission rather than take the battle to the hills.” 

 

Maj Alex Mills leaves English winter for the desert sun 

aj Alex Mills writes about his new appointment 

 

“On 21 February, I flew to Oman to 

take up the post of Training Advisor to 

the King Sultan Qaboos Military 

Academy - their equivalent of RMAS. I 

will be joined by my family about a 

month after I have taken over the job 

and we will be there for two years. We 

will be living in Salalah in the south of 

Oman, in the Dhofar Governate. It 

promises to be a brilliant posting: a 

F 
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challenging and rewarding post 

matched by a great domestic set up 

with a young family.  

Since handing over Battalion 2IC of 2 

PWRR in August, I’ve completed 16 

weeks of online Arabic language 

training and enjoyed two of my 5 

formal shoot days on the Minley Shoot 

(bumping into Maj Andrew 

Greenwood, former 3 FUSILIERS and 

Regt Adjt, back in October !).  In 

January I worked with RMAS and - 

with the help of Hugh Evans there - 

I’ve managed to hoover up a good 

deal of their ‘best practice’ for me to 

take along to my new post.  

On 3 February 

Anna gave birth 

to our second 

son, Arlo and his 

passport arrived 

for him to enjoy 

his first 2 years 

in Oman.  For 

me, everything 

is working out 

well and I’m 

very much still 

enjoying the 

FUSILIERS 

journey !” 

 

AFC Harrogate Fusilier selected as Junior RSM 

hursday 18 February saw the graduation parade at the Army Foundation 

College Harrogate. As usual a superb affair despite COVID restrictions.  

 

There were two Fusiliers on parade before leaving to join the 

Infantry Training Centre. Importantly one of them, Fusilier 

Murphy-Waller, had the honour of being selected as the 

Junior RSM and taking over the parade and marching the 

entire intake off (all 518 of them) in front of Commander 

Home Command. 

Many congratulations to Junior RSM Murphy-Waller from the 

Colonel of the Regiment and all Fusiliers. 

 

 

T 

Maj Alex Mills, Anna 

and boys enjoying 

the last snow for a 

couple of years 
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Military Awards Commemorations 
uidance on the restoration of Military Medals to 

personnel discharged on the basis of their sexuality. 

Background 
Prior to 2000, a number of armed forces personnel were discharged 

from service on the basis of their sexuality. Some received 

convictions under specified legislation for homosexual behaviour that 

has now been de-criminalised, while others were discharged solely 

on the basis of their sexuality, without any conviction. 

In the course of their discharge, some personnel either forfeited medals directly, or 

were prevented from continuing to serve and thus denied the ability to regain medals 

that might previously have been forfeited for unrelated reasons. 

The MOD is committed to addressing this historical wrong and is introducing a policy 

which enables individuals to apply to have their medals restored. Applications for 

restoration will be considered on the basis of the facts available and submitted for 

approval to the Defence Council who will exercise the powers invested in them by the 

1985 Royal Warrant on the Grant Forfeiture and Restoration of Medals. 

 

Consideration of applications 
Where available, service records will be examined to confirm that applicants meet the 

criteria for restoration. Single service personnel staffs will make a recommendation on 

restoration on the basis of the facts available and their conclusion will be forwarded to 

the Defence Services Secretary who will review the case before submitting to the 

Defence Council for a final determination. 

For restoration to be considered under this policy there must be clear evidence that 

discharge from the service and forfeiture of medals was for a reason primarily 

connected with sexuality and that there are no other significant issues which were the 

cause of their dismissal. Where it is felt that the evidence is not clear cut, extra 

information is required to understand the circumstances under which a medal was 

forfeited, or if there is another basis on which the medal might remain forfeited, 

applicants will, where appropriate, be given the opportunity to provide further 

information or representations in writing. 

If the Defence Council decides upon the restoration of a medal, the MOD Medal Office 

will arrange for a new medal to be awarded to the claimant, as an original. 
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How to apply 
Anyone who believes that these conditions apply to them will be entitled to have their 

case considered under this policy. 

An applicant who was not the subject of a conviction covered by section 92 of the 

Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 but who was discharged from the service solely on the 

basis of their sexuality, should apply to the MOD Medal Office with a covering letter 

summarising the circumstances of their discharge from the armed forces using 

the medals application form. 

Where a deceased individual was not the subject of a conviction but was discharged 

from military service solely on the basis of their sexuality, the next of kin may apply to 

the MOD Medal Office for the return of the relevant medals. 

In the case of a living applicant who received a conviction for sexual offences that have 

since been decriminalised, they must first be able to present a valid disregard 

determination from the relevant authority (for example, Home Office). However, 

disregard determinations can only be granted to living individuals and this route would 

not be available to next of kin. 

 

Past Convictions 
An applicant who received a conviction for a sexual offence that has since been 

repealed and for which a disregard may be obtained under the Protection of Freedoms 

Act 2012 or the Historical Sexual Offences (Pardons and Disregards) (Scotland) Act 

2018, must first be able to present a valid disregard determination from the relevant 

authority (i.e. in England and Wales, the Home Office-led ‘disregard’ scheme) and 

should then apply in writing to honours@cabinetoffice.gov.uk providing evidence of their 

valid disregard, along with their full name, address, date of birth, and details regarding 

which medals they forfeited and the circumstances under which they were forfeited. 

For further information on the disregard process please visit the How honours system 

works. Once a disregard determination has been confirmed and the application 

reviewed, Cabinet Office will pass any armed forces cases to the Ministry of Defence for 

further action. 

NB.  Should any Fusilier need help in completing their application, please email 

rhq@thefusiliers.org  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/applying-for-medals
mailto:honours@cabinetoffice.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-the-honours-system-works
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-the-honours-system-works
mailto:rhq@thefusiliers.org
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Notices 

Fusiliers Direct Product of the Month 

 

 

 

The Fusilier Journal 2020 

For those who subscribe, the Fusilier Journal 2020 is now printed and is being 

distributed now. 

 

Central Branch RRF Association's Annual dinner – date correction 

This will be held on Saturday 9th October 2021 (not the 10th as previously published) at 

the Village Hotel, Coventry Business Park, Dolomite Avenue, Coventry CV5 6US.  Those 

interested in attending should put it in their diaries now.  Further details to follow. 
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The 2021 Census in March 

In the March 2021 Census, for the first time there will be questions about the Armed 

Forces and veterans.  As a Regiment we encourage the Fusilier family to complete the 

Census and to pay particular attention to the ‘military’ questions. Only with good data 

can those involved in veterans’ welfare deliver the right support to the right people in 

the right places. 

Here are the full details from the Office for National Statistics (ONS): 

“The 2021 Census will include some new questions relating to service in the armed 

forces. This data will enable organisations across the country to fulfil their 

commitments to our service personnel, veterans and their families. 

By taking part in the Census, people can make sure that their community is 

represented and gets its share of public and other funding to ensure the provision of 

services now and in the future. And, for serving and/or former members of the armed 

forces, it is vital that they complete the Census so that services can be provided or 

adapted to their needs and those of their families. 

The next official Census date is Sunday 21st March 2021, but Census 2021 will be the 

first time that everyone will be able to complete the Census online at any time from the 

beginning of March 2021. 

A Census has taken place in England every ten years since 1801 (with the exception of 

1941). A Census gathers information about our society so that appropriate services can 

be put in place for everyone to enjoy now and in the future. 

Everyone will receive a letter with their unique access code and will be able to complete 

the Census online using any device. Help will be available if needed by phone, email or 

text. People will also be able to use web-chat or social media or drop into a Covid-

compliant Census Support Centre. Guidance will be available in a range of languages 

and accessible formats, and the paper option will still be available if needed. 

The Census is run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) which operates completely 

independently of government and of any private sector interests. 

All information submitted for the Census is stored securely and anonymised. No 

personal data is ever sold nor is it shared with any other government department. 

Information from the Census is only released after 100 years when descendants may 

be tracing their own family history.” 

Please make sure that you support your communities and armed forces by participating 

in Census 2021, and by sharing this information with other serving or former members 

of the armed forces. 
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1st Battle of the Marne commemoration event 9-13 Sep 21 

The report of the above visit to France in 2020 appeared in December’s Newsletter. 

Due to Covid uncertainty, it was stated that assembling the party will not be finalised 

until late spring / early summer. Confidence in the success of the vaccination 

programme is growing, so whilst a firm commitment to join will still not be sought until 

later, expressions of interest and requests for information are again invited from 

serving and former Fusiliers. Contact Richard Adams on richardadams5@hotmail.com or 

07961452182. 

 

St George's Day & 40th Reunion N Ireland 2021 – postponed 

Regrettably, the above event is postponed due to Covid 19 restrictions and its 

disruption to travel. The NI Branch have therefore decided to move the the function to 

the 23rd April 2022. 

This will be the 40th+1 anniversary of 2 FUSILIERS being relieved by 3 FUSILIERS, with 

a reunion in Bangor over the St George's weekend. 

The venue is booked and the Branch is now looking for support from the Fusilier family 

to make it a success.  The event is open to any 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th Battalion, and 

supporting Arms and Services.  Partners will be most welcome.  The main dates are: 

• Friday 22 Apr 2022 – Meeting at the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Bangor 

• Morning of Saturday 23 Apr – a visit to Palace Barracks Memorial Garden 

• Evening of Saturday 23 Apr – a formal dinner 

• Sunday 24 Apr – your own arrangements. 

Please put these dates in the diary and more details will follow. 

 

mailto:richardadams5@hotmail.com
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How to contribute 

Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family.  Articles should 

be no more than 150 words, ideally with a good photo and caption.  Get them to 

fusiliernews@outlook.com  by the 25th of each month. 

Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account. 

Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy and 

whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them.  Any 

mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended. 

 

Editorial policies 

Photos 

The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that those 

submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation, obtained consent 

to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this is not the case or has a 

DPA related concern should contact the Editor. 

Non Endorsement of products or services 

The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts. However, on occasions, 

we will publish details of former Fusiliers’ products or services for sale.  We do this in 

the spirit of family goodwill but our publication is not an endorsement or seal of 

approval of the product or service in question.  As always, caveat emptor – let the 

buyer beware 
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