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All new babies in 5 FUSILIERS families receive welcome gifts from the Regiment
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Major General J Swift OBE

T

he Regiment and the wider Fusilier Family all
congratulate the Colonel of the Regiment on
his promotion to Major General. Major General Jon
Swift has now taken up the appointment of General Officer
Commanding Regional Command, which is based in
Aldershot.

NI Legacy Bill – Update

F

ollowing the introduction of the NI Legacy bill by the Northern Ireland
Office (NIO), the Ministry of Defence has issued a statement on the Bill published,

issued jointly by the Secretary of State and Minister for Veteran Affairs. The statement
reads as follows:
“We are pleased to announce that yesterday, the Northern
Ireland Troubles (Legacy and Reconciliation) Bill was introduced
to the House of Commons. This Bill, brought forward by the
Northern Ireland Office, is a Government pledge to address the
extremely complex and sensitive legacy of Northern Ireland’s
past, helping society look to the future, not the past.
It delivers on our commitments to those who served in Northern
Ireland, whilst implementing a process that provides answers for families. For
too long, veterans and former service personnel have lived in fear of prosecution
for actions taken whilst serving their country in order to uphold the rule of law.
We are pleased that the Bill not only gives veterans the protections they
deserve, but provides better outcomes for victims, survivors and their families.
Key is the establishment of a new Independent Commission for Reconciliation
and Information Recovery, that will allow individuals and communities affected
by the Troubles to seek and receive information about Troubles-related deaths
and serious injuries.
Following publication of the Command Paper in July 2019 we have listened to
what people have said about keeping open the prospect of criminal justice
outcomes, and we have adjusted our approach to remove any automatic access
to immunity for those involved in Troubles-related incidents. Instead, the
independent body will grant immunity based on an individual’s cooperation with
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the body’s enquiries. This approach gives our veterans the certainty that they
deserve but leaves open the route of prosecution if individuals are not deemed to
have earned their immunity. For those who do not come forward, the possibility
of prosecution will remain.
We are confident that this legislation will deliver for those most impacted by the
Troubles; providing answers and accountability for many families, delivering on
our commitments to those who served in Northern Ireland, and helping society in
Northern Ireland to look forward.’
Consultation between the Government and the Veteran community has already
taken place and will continue as the Bill progresses through Parliament.”
The link below takes you to a Government page which provides a summary of the
headlines in the Bill and will help when trying to get a broad understanding of what is
being proposed.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guidance-on-the-northern-ireland-troubles-legacy-and-reconciliation-bill

The Other Ranks Mess in Berwick
RHQ received from Alan Strachan an email and some photos of the re-opening
of the ORs Mess in the Army Reserve Centre, Berwick which happened in early June.

“We would like to thank RHQ, the Fusiliers Association and the Fusiliers Association
(Northumberland) for their help in
refurbishing the ORs’ Mess in the
Berwick Army Reserve Centre so that
we can hold our meetings and socials.
Thanks to Ex Cpl Philip and Kath
Nunez for the entertainment and the
Berwick / Eyemouth Legion Pipe Band
for their surprise visit, courtesy of Ian
and Linda Stewart. Finally, thanks
especially to Ex Cpl William Gilchrist,
Ex LCpls Alan Strachan and Michael Stewart for making the night happen.”
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The Lebisey Plaque unveiled

T

he Plaque to the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment, was

unveiled on 7 June 2022 in Lebisey, near Caen. The Plaque commemorates the
losses suffered by 2 R WARWICK during their attack on the village on 6-7 June
1944.
Attending the unveiling were Major John
Bartlett, as a re-enactor, Major Anthony Rich,
as interpreter and battlefield guide, Area
Colonel Warwickshire, and the Right
Honourable The Viscount Montgomery. The
Standard of the Warwick & Leamington
Branch of the Fusilier Association
(Warwickshire) is held by Lewis Betts who is
both a re-enactor and a new recruit to A
Company 5 FUSILIERS.
The Bren Gun carrier is original and in working order. It is at the place where the
Battalion's carriers were ambushed on the 7 June 1944.

20th Foot graves at the Hong Kong CWGC site

R

HQ received an email from Peter Messervy, Head of the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission in Hong Kong, and a former Devon and Dorset
Regiment officer, about the CWGC site in Stanley, Hong Kong.
“I thought you might be interested in the following email sent out by Morris Cheung who works for the
CWGC here in Hong Kong. As he outlines, some recent work has allowed him to gain more knowledge
of some of the earliest military graves in Hong Kong, some of whom come from the 20th of Foot, one
of your Regiment’s forebears.”
Maurice Cheung writes:
“In the cemetery, besides the standard CWGC white headstones, there are also
some ‘ancient graves’. These are upright granite stones, with
very weathered inscriptions and belong to the first groups of British
who arrived in Hong Kong, and unfortunately died here between 1840 and 1860.
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The cemetery was originally a burial ground for the British garrison and their
families, until it was closed in 1866. After WWII, this site was expanded by
the CWGC and became a military cemetery for Commonwealth soldiers who were
killed during the Hong Kong Defense War in 1941.
In 2021, Mr. Nigel Collett, published his Book of Remembrance, which records
the information of those who are buried in the cemetery since 1786. With the
help of this book, I have re-painted and recovered the inscriptions of the
inscriptions of nearly all the marked pre-CWGC grave stones and they tell the
fascinating story of the first British in Hong Kong.

In total there are 88 ancient graves, 37 unmarked (no inscription), 51 have
inscription and all have been re-painted. Among these 55 graves, there are
buried 61 people, as some of the graves are co-burials. Among the 61 known
deceased, 16 are soldiers, 12 are wives of soldiers, 32 are children of soldiers,
and 1 is unidentified.
Most of the soldiers are from the 2nd Battalion 20th (East Devon) Regiment of
Foot (latterly XXth Foot Lancashire Fusiliers) or the 98th (Prince of Wales’s)
Regiment of Foot. According to recovered information on the headstones, the
cause of death of the next of kin was mainly due to illness or childbirth, whilst
the reason of death for soldiers was illness and death in action mainly with local
pirates.
For more photos of the headstones, please visit:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iohyu_c14XNqTfjhZwkLNW1Hq4SJ4Ztm?usp=sharing
Morris Cheung
Senior Head Gardener
Canada, Americas and Pacific Area, CWGC
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People & Places
3 x Colonels
Col Jez Lamb (Area Col London), Col James Denny (Regt
Secretary), Col Peter Merriman (former Area Col
Warwickshire) at the Mercers’s Affiliated Dinner at
Mercers’s Hall on 26 May.
Area Col London appears to be smuggling something out
in his right hand pocket...Any guesses as to what it might
be to the Regt Sec please.

The Fletchers Livery at the Boxing Finals
Past Master Andrew McMillan of the
Fletchers Livery Company and John Power,
Fletchers Military Liaison, attended the
Army Major Units Boxing Finals between
FUSILIERS and PARA. The FUSILIERS are
the Fletchers’ affiliated Regiment.
Lt Col Rob Arter, CO 1 FUSILIERS, hosted
John and Andrew and managed to steer
them through potentially convoluted
loyalties (the CO is ex PARA now
FUSILIERS; John is ex PARA but supports
the FUSILIERS...)
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The Antelope during the Platinum Jubilee Weekend at Windsor Castle
Lt Col Jolyon Willans ensured that over the Jubilee Weekend
the VIth Foot flag proudly flew in Windsor Castle, along with
flags of the other 12 Military Knights resident there in the
Castle. At top left you might just see the Royal Standard on
top of the Round Tower. There are also two flags from a
johnny-come-lately Regiment...
Jolyon is fortunate to have been loaned this flag by Malcolm
Ross-Thomas, flown at the Fusilier Brigade Depot, Sutton
Coldfield in 1968.

Warwickshire’s D Day Service
Members of the Fusilier Association (Warwickshire)
held their usual Service at the Royal Warwickshire
Memorial on a wet Nuneaton 6 June.
From the left, Murray Richards, the Parade Marshall,
Fr Roger Sheppard, late CF to Warwickshire ACF, and
Major Bill Edmonds reading the history of D Day.
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Notices
Fusiliers Direct – Product of the Month

https://fusiliersdirect.co.uk/collections/keela/products/keela-operators-cap-multicam

Fusilier Association Battle of the Marne Commemoration
Just five places still available for the 8-12 September Fusilier Association
commemoration of the 1914 Battle of the Marne in France. Everything is arranged for
our four glorious days and nights in the lovely Champagne Region near Epernay.
Several new faces this year including younger former Fusiliers.
For information, contact Richard Adams at richardadams5@hotmail.com or on 07961
452182.

Sheldon Branch 40th Anniversary Dinner - Saturday 10 September 2022
The Sheldon Branch 40th Anniversary Dinner will be held on Saturday 10 September at
the Army Reserve Centre, Barrows Lane, Sheldon, Birmingham B26 3BE. The Branch
was formed in 1982 and officially opened by Lt General Sir Jeremy Reilly KCB DSO.
The cost will be £25 and includes entertainment from the Regimental Band and the
singer Steve James to accompany the dancing. The bar will open at 1830 until 2330.
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Dress code is DJ or lounge suit with Regimental tie.
The guest of honour is Lt Col S Burton MBE, Colonel Warwickshire.
A chance to catch up with old friends and make new ones.
To book tickets, contact Honorary Secretary Neil Gregory on 0121 748 3007 or 07852
423083.

Central Branch RRF Annual Dinner – Saturday 8 October 2022
The venue is The Village Hotel, Dolomite Avenue, Coventry Business Park CV4 9GZ,
The cost of the dinner will be £35 per person, which is a three-course dinner with wine.
Anyone wishing to attend without the meal, the cost will be £20 per person. The
Warwickshire Band will be playing during dinner. Booking should be made no later than
the 6th September 2021. Request a booking form from Peter Fazakerley at
petedeb@talktalk.net
Telephone bookings only for room reservations: 024 7671 9101
Accommodation cost will be £80 double room & £70 single room, bed & breakfast
inclusive. When booking your room please use the reference: “Fusiliers”.
The evening will commence at 1900hrs, all guests are requested to be seated by
2000hrs. After dinner entertainment will be by Maximus Sounds Roadshow and
Warwickshire Corps of Drums.
Dress for the evening will be either evening suits, lounge suits or blazers and medals.
The dress for ladies is smart alternative.
To book a place, email or post the information below to:
Peter Fazakarley (Event Organizer)
c/o 78 Gravel Hill
Tile Hill
Coventry CV4 9JH
Tel: 024 7659 9098 or 07896478623
Email: petedeb@talktalk.net
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Information needed:
•

Name, no of guests and guests’ names

•

A cheque for the total number, payable to: RRF Central Branch Operating
Account
or

•

Bank Payment to Sort Code: 30-92-33, Account No: 48924360 with your name
as Reference.

Please remember there are only 30 rooms available for accommodation at the hotel,
which you are responsible for booking.
Return requests no later than 9th September 2022 to the above address.

Op TELIC 20 Reunion Weekend – March 2023
It is nearly 20 years since the 1 FUSILIERS Battle Group paved the way for the
invasion of Iraq on Op TELIC. To celebrate this historic event, a weekend reunion will
take place open to all Fusiliers who took part in Op TELIC 1.
The intention is to hold a Regimentally supported event in March 2023. Exact
locations, dates (most likely 17-18 March 2023) and timings are still to be confirmed.
Maj Ed Rutherford (QM 1 FUSILIERS) and a small Committee are putting a plan
together and would like to start spreading the word now to maximise interest and
attendance.
A private Facebook group has been set up titled “Fusiliers Op TELIC 20 Anniversary”.
Please feel free to pass on this information to other members of the Battalion who
served from 2003. Further details will follow but Maj Rutherford and the Committee
are looking forward to seeing as many Op TELIC Fusilier friends as possible.
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How to contribute
Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family. Articles
should be no more than 150 words, ideally with a good photo and caption. Get them to
fusiliernews@outlook.com by the 25th of each month.
Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account.
Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy and
whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them. Any
mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended.

Editorial policies
Photos
The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that those
submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation, obtained consent
to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this is not the case or has a
DPA related concern should contact the Editor.

Non Endorsement of products or services
The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts as we do not want to be
seen as endorsing or approving the product or service in question. The only
endorsements / adverts allowed in the Newsletter are those from Fusiliers Direct or
those that directly benefit the Regiment.

Obituaries and Deaths
Obituaries are published in the annual Fusilier Journal, not this Newsletter. Significant
deaths of Fusiliers during the year are reported by a Notice sent out by RHQ
FUSILIERS.
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