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Cover Photograph
The Band of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers marching through the streets of
Alnwick on Remembrance Sunday 2021
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Fusilier Promotions
The Colonel of the Regiment and all Fusiliers congratulate the following
• Lieutenant Colonel G Boyd MBE on his selection for
promotion to Colonel in March 2023 and to be posted on
OP SHADER for 12 months.

•

Lieutenant Colonel BD Weston R ANGLIAN on his selection
for promotion to Colonel in late 2024, with acting rank
from the commencement of DA training. Lieutenant Colonel Weston commanded
2 R ANGLIAN 2016 – 19 and is a former FUSILIERS officer.

The Regimental PRI – FUSILIERS DIRECT

T

he official online shop for all Fusiliers (Regular, Reserve, Cadets, Fusilier
Veterans and Fusilier families) is www.fusiliersdirect.co.uk which is managed
by Ammo and Co Ltd. By making purchases from
Fusiliers Direct we receive back into the Fusilier
charity an annual percentage of the sales. This
considerable sum is then used by RHQ to support all
parts of the Fusilier family.

Unfortunately, an unofficial website has appeared advertising their services as "THE
FUSILIERS SHOP" https://fusiliersshop.com/ on the various search engines. This is a
sub website owned by THE REGIMENTAL SHOP
- https://www.regimentalshop.com/collections/royal-regiment-of-fusiliers.
The Regimental Shop and the Fusiliers Shop have no official link to the Regiment and
we receive no financial benefit from any purchases that are made from their site. They
are also selling certain items which are no longer recognised within the Regiment. RHQ
would be grateful if members of the Regiment would support the official Fusiliers Direct
site www.fusiliersdirect.co.uk when considering buying Regimental branded items
online.
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Sunderland Branch’s Minden Breakfast

O

n Sunday 31 July, the
Sunderland Branch of the
Fusilier Association
(Northumberland) held a Minden
Day Breakfast at 0930 in the
Gunners Club. The Breakfast started
with a Minden Grace and Alex Hendry
read out the history of the battle of
Minden and of the Minden Regiments.
The Minden poem was then read by
Dave Mckenna, then the Troops of
Minden were toasted with some fine
port.

breakfast was served and was enjoyed
by all, before attending the
Sunderland AFC’s first game of the
season at 1200.

23 Fusiliers and guests attended to a
well decorated room. A full English

Fusilier Gathering 22

N

early 300 guests attended the recent Fusilier Gathering in Warwickshire
where they were entertained by the the Band of the Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers, the Band of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, Warwickshire and the
Warwickshire ACF Corps of Drums. As if that was
not enough music for one night, a live band and disco
followed on from the excellent dinner and drinks
reception. The dance floor was never empty and there
were some unusual moves being busted from most
unlikely quarters!
Despite the free drinks at the reception, there were no
injuries on the dodgems (apart from facial muscles
from laughing so much) and the hardiest amongst the guests managed to fit in a visit
to the burger bar at 11 pm.
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We were fortunate to have both Gen Jon Swift and Gen Paul Nanson with us and,
although it was a Regimental event, the relaxed
atmosphere clearly suited everyone and there was
much back slapping, renewing of friendships and
old tales being told.
In summary, everyone who attended had a blast
and the many months of planning and coordination work paid off handsomely with faultless
execution on the night and, to quote General Paul
“Undoubtedly the best Fusilier Gathering we have
had”.
All the photographs taken at the event can be
viewed and downloaded for free via this link
https://flic.kr/ps/3ZgDtB
The video played during the meal can be seen here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tv9t0_AEey4
Thank you all for supporting this event. It was
splendid to be part of such an exciting and
memorable evening.

The new Fusilier Museum (Warwick) opens very soon

A

fter more than 60 years, the Fusilier Museum (Warwick) has left St
John’s House in Warwick. The Museum

tells the story of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment
and its successor, the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.
There is a period in limbo pending completion of
work at the Museum’s new site in Pageant House
on Jury Street in the centre of town. The Museum
will open in the late Autumn.
The Museum and the Regiment’s Home
Headquarters were originally located at the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment HQ and Depot at
Budbrooke Barracks, now the site of the village of
Hampton Magna. The Depot was closed in the late
1950s as part of the reorganisation of the infantry

Pageant House in Warwick – the
new home for the Museum
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and the Regiment needed to find a new site for their domestic HQ and Museum,
preferably in their County Town.
At the same time, the County Council was seeking museum space for its own
collections and it came to pass that St John’s House became available. The Regiment
contributed £2,500 to the £10,000 purchase price and so St John’s House became the
centre of gravity for the Regiment in Warwickshire and later the West Midlands. This
situation will continue at Pageant House where the Museum will form part of the
Fusiliers’ footprint in one of our main recruiting areas.
Chair of Trustees Lieutenant Colonel (retired) John Rice said:

“Although St John’s House has served The Regiment well for over 60 years, times
change. With the loss of MoD funding in 2017, the cost of remaining in St John’s
House was not sustainable and when the District Council offered space at
Pageant House, the Trustees saw an opportunity to locate the Museum to the
centre of Warwick. This placed us on the tourist trail while at the same time
reducing our overhead costs. We look forward to welcoming visitors to our new
vibrant Museum which brings our story up to date to include Northern Ireland,
Kosovo and Afghanistan.
With our comrades at the Queens Royal Hussars Museum and the Warwickshire
Yeomanry Museum, we believe it is important to continue to tell the story of the
Warwickshire men who fought for their country and in many cases paid the
ultimate sacrifice.”
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RMA Sandhurst - Commandant’s Parade 10 Aug 22

T

he Commandant’s Parade at RMAS on 10 August was the Senior
Division’s full-dress rehearsal for
their passing out Sovereign’s Parade
two days later. The Army Engagement
Group (AEG) organised and invited the main
target audience to the Parade for a civil
engagement opportunity. Key Leaders from
Warwickshire and Coventry who were
invited were the High Sheriff of
Warwickshire and his family, Lord Mayor
and Lady Mayoress of Coventry, and the
Godiva Trust sisters.

Lt Col Steven Burton and Maj John
Lam hosted the High Sheriff of
Warwickshire and his family and the
Godiva Trust sisters

The Parade took place on the hottest day in
August with the temperature at 32C. As a
precaution, the Parade was brought forward
by two hours in the morning. Unfortunately
this meant that the Lord and Lady mayoress could not attend. The other guests,
hosted by the Deputy Colonel Warwickshire and the Engagement Officer, enjoyed the
Parade and the visit to Sandhurst.
The High Sheriff of Warwickshire, whose son is keen to join the Army, has appreciated
the connection with the FUSILIERS. He has invited the Fusiliers to his Legal Service in
October 2022 and to an event at Warwick Castle in February 2023.

Rededication Service for Corporal Amey VC MM

C

during the Great War and later died of
natural causes in the opening months
of the Second World War.

the Royal Warwickshire Regiment

In November 1918, while serving in
France, Cpl Amey led a section of
soldiers through enemy positions while
under fire, driving a German garrison
into a farm. Under his leadership, the

orporal William Amey VC MM,
awarded a Victoria Cross in
the final days of the First World
War, has been honoured in
Leamington Spa, 82 years after
his death. Corporal Amey served in
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men captured 50 enemy prisoners.
The 37-year-old then rushed another
post, capturing 20 enemy troops
single-handedly. For his repeated
bravery, Cpl Amey was awarded the
nation's highest honour for gallantry in
the face of the enemy, the Victoria
Cross.
Sadly, over time, his grave was
neglected and had deteriorated.
However, thanks to funding secured
from the Victoria Cross and George
Cross Association, and with support
from the RHQ FUSILIERS, Corporal
Amey's final resting place has been
restored to its original 1940 condition.

On 21 August, Cpl Amey's new grave
was honoured with a rededication
service which was attended by local
dignitaries. The Lord Lieutenant of
Warwickshire was joined by figures
from the FUSILIERS, and the 3rd
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein,
grandson of one of Britain's most
respected wartime commanders, Field
Marshal Bernard Montgomery.

It was a project that took the best
part of three years. William has no
known relatives but as grave repairs
need NOK consent, this required an
intensive search for relatives, together
with an application to assume burial
rights for the plot, and expert reports
on the grave's condition.

Minden Day in Newcastle – 1 August

T

he Newcastle Branch of the Fusilier Association (Northumberland) held a
Minden Day parade and service at the St Thomas The Martyr
Northumberland Fusilier Memorial, in the centre of Newcastle upon Tyne.
The parade started with a history of the battle, so all the invited guests and the public
onlookers could understand why the Regiment celebrates this day as a Regimental Day
of Remembrance.
The honoured guests included the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Northumberland, The Lord
Mayors of Newcastle City Council and Gateshead Council, along with both Deputy Lord
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Mayors. There were several other guests, including Major Chris Evans and WO1 (RSM)
David Rourke of 5 FUSILIERS.
During the service all guests laid
wreaths followed by the Last Post.
On completion of the service the
Kohima Epitaph was read out.
The Deputy Lord Lieutenant of
Northumberland thanked Chairman
John Heweson for a very
informative parade and service, and
offered his support to the Branch.
On completion all branch members and guests were invited back to The Labour Club for
a curry lunch and buffet.

LGBT veterans independent review - call for evidence
The LGBT Veterans Independent Review has
been set up to examine the impact of the 1967
to 2000 ban on homosexuality in the UK Armed
forces.
The Review will seek to better
Orange
100% #f39019
understand
the experiences of LGBT individuals
80% #f5ae7e
60% #f8c6abin the Armed Forces from 1967 to
who served
40% #fadbcc
#fdeee7
2000 20%
and
will provide recommendations to
Government
on how to address this historic
Blue
100% #00006b
hurt. 80% #7c7c99
60% #aaaaba
40% #cbcbd4
Etherton
20% #e7e7eb

Lord
is chairing the independent
review
into the service and experience of LGBT
Purple
100%
#4b00b5
service
personnel
between 1967 and 2000. A
80% #8b7cc7
60%evidence
#b1aad7
call for
was initiated in early August,
40% #d0cbe5
seeking
the views not just of LGBT veterans
20% #e9e7f3
who were directly impacted by the ban, but also
the testimony of others who were impacted
indirectly or played a role in delivering the
discriminatory policies.

The LGBT Veterans Independent Review
has been set up to examine the impact
of the 1967 to 2000 ban on homosexuality
in the UK Armed Forces.
The Review will seek to better understand the
experiences of LGBT individuals who served in
the Armed Forces from 1967 to 2000 and will
provide recommendations to government on how
to address this historic hurt.
If you or someone you know, were
impacted by the ban, head to our
website to ﬁnd out how you can submit
testimony in our Call for Evidence.

gov.uk/lgbt-veterans-review
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The background information and website is here. If you were impacted by the ban,
submit your testimony. Find out more at:

Mail

contact@lgbtveterans.independent-review.uk

LinkedIn

linkedin.com/company/LGBTVetReview

FaceBook

facebook.com/LGBTVetReview

Twitter

@LGBTVetReview

Notices
Fusiliers Direct – Product of the Month

https://fusiliersdirect.co.uk/products/keela-operators-cap-multicam?_pos=1&_sid=3ca3d2d34&_ss=r
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Centenary of a WW1 Memorial Window – 9-18 September
2022 marks the centenary of a WW1 Memorial Window, in the Church of St John the
Baptist, Fleet Street, Coventry. 97 men of the Parish are listed, the majority having
served with the Royal Warwickshire Regiment.The
window, along with an exhibition about it, can be
viewed during Coventry Heritage Days, from the
9th to the 18th September. Viewing times are:
9/10 Sep

1000 – 1400

11 Sep

1115 – 1300

12 -15 Sep

1100 – 1400

16/17 Sep

1000 – 1400

18 Sep

1115 – 1300

Central Branch RRF Annual Dinner – Saturday 8 October
The venue is The Village Hotel, Dolomite Avenue, Coventry Business Park CV4 9GZ,
The cost of the dinner will be £35 per person, which is a three-course dinner with wine.
Anyone wishing to attend without the meal, the cost will be £20 per person. The
Warwickshire Band will be playing during dinner. Booking should be made no later than
the 6th September 2021. Request a booking form from Peter Fazakerley at
petedeb@talktalk.net
Telephone bookings only for room reservations: 024 7671 9101
Accommodation cost will be £80 double room & £70 single room, bed & breakfast
inclusive. When booking your room please use the reference: “Fusiliers”.
The evening will commence at 1900hrs, all guests are requested to be seated by
2000hrs. After dinner entertainment will be by Maximus Sounds Roadshow and
Warwickshire Corps of Drums.
Dress for the evening will be either evening suits, lounge suits or blazers and medals.
The dress for ladies is smart alternative.
To book a place, email or post the information below to:
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Peter Fazakarley (Event Organizer)
c/o 78 Gravel Hill
Tile Hill
Coventry CV4 9JH
Tel: 024 7659 9098 or 07896478623
Email: petedeb@talktalk.net
Information needed:
•

Name, no of guests and guests’ names

•

A cheque for the total number, payable to: RRF Central Branch Operating
Account or Bank Payment to Sort Code: 30-92-33, Account No: 48924360 with
your name as Reference.

Please remember there are only 30 rooms available for accommodation at the hotel,
which you are responsible for booking.
Return requests no later than 9th September 2022 to the above address.
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A Night with Peter Reid – Friday 4 November

5 FUSILIERS
Presents A Night With

Peter Reid

Anzio House, Quayside, Newcastle, NE6 1BU
Hosted by Graeme Forster

Friday 04 November 2022
Reserved tables of 10—£400. Single tickets available—£40.00
Full tables will benefit from prime seating locations.
Discretionary autographs will be permitted.
This is a TICKET ONLY event, with numbers strictly limited.
Corporate invoices supplied upon request

EVENT CHOSEN CHARITY
Pub food theme

Sales and Info:

Drinks offer: all beers, lagers, & ciders - £2.00

Ronnie Collins

Dress code - Smart/casual

Tel: 07450 366202

Doors open 18:30. Bar closes Midnight.

Email: RC19742004@yahoo.co.uk
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Op TELIC 20 Reunion Weekend – 17-18 March 2023
It is nearly 20 years since the 1 FUSILIERS Battle Group paved the way for the invasion
of Iraq on Op TELIC. To celebrate this historic event, a weekend reunion will take place
open to all Fusiliers who took part in Op TELIC 1.
This Regimentally supported event will take place in Newcastle Upon Tyne over the
weekend 17 – 18 March 2023. An informal get together in Newcastle on the Friday
night will allow a catch up with old friends, before a more structured event on Saturday
18 March using the 5 FUSILIERS Anzio House Army Reserve Centre as the focal point.
Maj Ed Rutherford (QM 1 FUSILIERS) and a small Committee are running the event and
a private Facebook group has been set up, titled “Fusiliers Op TELIC 20 Anniversary”.
Please feel free to pass on this information to other members of the Battalion who
served from 2003.
Maj Rutherford and the Committee are looking forward to seeing as many Op TELIC
Fusilier friends as possible.

SaluteMyJobs Newsletter
The SaluteMyJobs Newsletter went out last week which might be of interest to retired
or retiring Fusilers. It's packed full of some great content to help veterans and the
wider community with their job search. This includes a feature on the best jobs for
military veterans, how Lothian Buses are turning to ex-military people to fill their
engineering roles as well as a wide-range of jobs from forces-friendly UK employers
All details are in the newsletter: SaluteMyJob's newsletter

Military Veterans Cycling club (MVCC)
MVCC is a cycle group for veterans, by veterans. It provides any
veteran without their own bike, 6 free rides on bikes hired from
the Cycle Hub on Newcastle Quayside. The Cycle Hub supports us
with discounted bike hire and equipment.
This is our base, and through kind donations from another
veteran group, Op VETERAN in North Shields, we provide
refreshments on our rides.
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Once the 6 rides have been completed, the rider is awarded a £50 voucher to help
purchase a recycled bike from our other partners, Recyke Ybike in Byker. However,
many of our members have their own bikes, and come along with some biking
experience. MVCC is open to all ages and abilities of Military Veterans who live in the
North East. For more information please contact Ian Jewitt on 07939 029184.

Fusiliers Golf Society
The Fusiliers Golf Society (FGS) needs more Fusilier golfing enthusiasts to get involved
with the society. Below are the main FGS events of 2022:
•

May – FGS beat 1 FUSILIERS in Tidworth

•

June – Competition at the 'Northern Ireland Remembered' weekend

•

July – The bi-annual match against Borth and Ynyslas

•

September – Matches against the Mercers, the PWRR and the R ANGLIAN Golf
Societies

At present the FGS are struggling for players and they are four short for the matches
against PWRR and R ANGLIAN so if there are Fusilier golfers in the 5th Bn, Association
branches or the wider Fusilier family, then please get involved.
If interested, please contact: Mick Taylor on 07484 885474 or by email
on susantaylor15@btinternet.com
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How to contribute
Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family. Articles
should be no more than 150 words, ideally with a good photo and caption. Get them to
fusiliernews@outlook.com by the 25th of each month.
Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account.
Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy and
whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them. Any
mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended.

Editorial policies
Photos
The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that those
submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation, obtained consent
to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this is not the case or has a
DPA related concern should contact the Editor.

Non Endorsement of products or services
The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts as we do not want to be
seen as endorsing or approving the product or service in question. The only
endorsements / adverts allowed in the Newsletter are those from Fusiliers Direct or
those that directly benefit the Regiment.

Obituaries and Deaths
Obituaries are published in the annual Fusilier Journal, not this Newsletter. Significant
deaths of Fusiliers during the year are reported by a Notice sent out by RHQ
FUSILIERS.
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